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If you would like to submit a queson for “Ask the Pastor”, Biblical,
theological, church related, anything you have been dying to ask
a pastor, you can hand me a note,
ask me a"er church, send an email, or sneak into the church
a"er dark and anonymously slide
a sealed envelope under my oﬃce
door. If I answer your ques on in
print, I will not include your name
unless you explicitly ask me to.

Ask the Pastor
“Do you believe in Hell?”
Strangely I have been asked this question several times in the past month. Admittedly, pondering the
workings of the netherworld is not an important part of my ministry, so my answer has been something rather unrefined. I try to be very cautious because speculating on who is “in” and who is “out” is
treading on dangerously thin ice. And because the word “hell” carries a LOT of baggage for most
Christians I’m not always sure what the questioner is asking. Plus I seem to overthink the phrase
"believe in"; is that cognitive acceptance or some sort of trust? Therefore I find myself saying something along the lines of, “yes, I suppose… but no. Well… I mean, I’m not sure, because what we tend
to think of as “hell” is very likely not the same thing as what Jesus means when he talks about “hell”…
so the place likely exists, but it’s probably not what we think it is… and if there is a hell, whatever that
may look like, I am VERY certain that it’s not God who sends people there because God is love and
love does not participate in eternal damnation.”
So… like I said, not exactly helpful. I wish I could be as eloquent as Brian Zahnd. This lengthy
quote comes from his book “Sinners in the Hands of a Loving God”. There is link at the end to read
the entire 6th chapter of the book from his blog site. I know this answer will not appease everyone,
the topic is oddly divisive. But I really like the idea that hell is the love of God wrongly received. I
also appreciate the reminder of the C.S. Lewis quote that the doors of hell are locked from the inside.
“[Hell] has something to do with a wrong reaction to the very essence of God: love. We might even
say that hell is the love of God wrongly received. Hell is not God’s hatred of sinners; God has a single
disposition toward sinners, and that is love. God is always the loving father of both the prodigal
younger son and the resentful older son. He always loves them both. Hell is not God’s hatred; rather,
hell has something to do with refusing to receive and be transformed by the love of God. Isaac the
Syrian, a seventh-century bishop and theologian who had an enormous influence in shaping the
theology of the Christian East, writes,
“Those who are suffering in hell, are suffering in being scourged by love.… It is totally false to think
that sinners in hell are deprived of God’s love. Love is a child of the knowledge of truth, and is unquestionably given commonly to all. But love’s power acts in two ways: it torments sinners, while at
the same time it delights those who have lived in accord with it.”
We find a similar thought from the important early church father John Chrysostom, who says, “It is not
God who is hostile, but we; for God is never hostile.” Saint Anthony said of God, “He is good, and He
only bestows blessings and never does harm.… Thus to say that God turns away from the wicked is
like saying that the sun hides itself from the blind.” God is love. As sinners we are sinners in the
hands of a loving God. God has a single disposition toward sinners, that of unconditional, unwavering
love. From the heart of God there flows an eternal river of fire, the fire of unquenchable love. The
question is not whether God loves us but how we respond to God’s love. To those who respond to
God’s love with love — “We love because he first loved us” — the river of fire is a source of warmth
and light. But to those who refuse to love, this same river of fire produces torment.
h ps://brianzahnd.com/2018/11/hell-and-how-to-get-there/#more-6535

Dear Pastor Shawn,

Dear Quilting Ladies of St. John,
Again your generosity for our
cancer families warms our hearts.
Your lovely creations will keep
many warm and feel welcomed.
Sincerely, Nightingale Harvest

Thank your for sharing your ministry with
us while our interim pastor was on
vacation. We actually felt like we were
sitting in your sanctuary. Our members
were amazed we were able to join a service all the way from Ohio. Not only was
this a meaningful worship experience for
our congregation but it also demonstrated the benefits of our recent technology
investment. We need more people like
you who are finding creative wats to care
for our pastoral needs during this
difficult time. Blessings to you and the
congregation of St John Williston.
Sincerely,
Kathleen Johnston on behalf of the

Thank you to everyone who helped
at the food pantry. We could not do it
without all of our great volunteers!
Carolyn Lassiter
Marilyn Sandrock
Ben, Kim, Anna &
Benjamin Sommers
Carole Beamer
Linda Schlievert
Michele & Lindsey Krumnow
Pam & Lauren LaRue
Heather & Lindsey Cashen
Aiden Johnson
Becky Tank
Dave Imlay
Cindy Hartman

In Memory of Wilma Smithers
Clarence Smithers
Elaine Gruetter

The Forerunner
is published monthly
by St. John Lutheran Church
Williston, Ohio
21140 W. Toledo Street
Corner of Main and Toledo St.
Telephone: 419-836-5514
e-mail:
office@stjohnwilliston.org
www.stjohnwilliston.org

Pastor Shawn O’Brien
Home Telephone:
419-972-4003
Email:
pastorobrien
@stjohnwilliston.org
Worship Hours
Saturday at 5:00 PM
Sunday School 8:30 AM
Sunday Worship 9:45 AM

Deadline for the
January newsletter is
Monday, Dec 21st @ 9AM
Please send articles and/or
information to
office@stjohnwilliston.org.

Thanks to our St. John Staff
for a great 2020!
As we reflect on the wonderful
accomplishments of 2020 here at
St. John, we extend an invitation
to the congregation
to contribute to
“Gifts for our Staff” for their
hard work and
dedication through the year.
If you feel you would like to
contribute, please
use an envelope and mark
“staff gifts”
on the front and place it in the
offering plate.
Thank you!

“Creating and nurturing life
changing relationships
based on the love of God in
Jesus Christ, so that we may
grow in faith, serve God and
serve our neighbor.”

Amelia Burkey
Office
Administrator
8:30 am—2:30
pm
Mon. thru Fri.
(419) 836-5514
Email:
Office @stjohnwilliston.org
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The 2021 Altar and Chancel
Flower chart is posted outside
the church office.
Please sign up for the weekend
you would like to order Altar
or Chancel flowers.
Fill out the order slip and place
it in the offering plate or drop
it off at the
office with your payment. Or
feel free to call the office and
Amelia can add your name to
the desired dates.
Altar flowers are $25.00
Chancel flowers are $20.00
Please submit your order slip
as soon as possible before the
order date as orders are
placed several days in advance.
Flowers will not be ordered
without a blue slip.
We are using Hirzel Bros.
Florists again this year.

The St. John Mini Pantry /Blessing Box is
Open!
The St. John Mini Pantry is stocked with ready
to eat or easily prepared food items and
hygiene items which are available to those in
our community who may need a li le help. It
contains boxes of mac and cheese, soup,
spaghe., canned meals, veggies, fruit, peanut bu er, jelly and other items. Volunteers
check the box daily and replenish it when
needed. We are also accep2ng dona2ons of
travel size personal items like toothpaste,
toothbrushes, soaps, travel size 2ssues and
shampoo.
Thank you to those who con2nue to support
the Blessing Box.
3

Worship Helpers…
We did not forget about you! We SO appreciate the help we receive every week from our wonderful worship
helpers! Whether you read scripture, serve communion, run the computer and sound, usher or collect the offering...your actions are vital to our worship ministry!
Please watch your email and the upcoming Forerunners for an updated list of worship assignments.
If there are any changes in the way assignments are
handled, we will let you know as soon as possible.
We are in need of new worship assistants!
If you would like to be added to the rotation, please call the
office and we will gladly fill you in on the details!
“Serve the Lord with GLADNESS!”

WELCA Board Meeting
Monday December 7th at 7pm.
Rebekah Circle Meeting
Tuesday December 8th at 6pm
December potluck @ Nancy Strohscher’s

2021 Offering Envelopes are now available
outside Pastor O’Brien’s office.
You may have a new number for the new
year so please do not use your 2020
envelopes after December 31st.
If you have any questions about your envelopes or cannot find yours, please call the office and we can help you!
Thank you for your support of the ministries
at St. John!

Esther Circle
Due to COVID 19 the December 1
meeting is cancelled.

St. John Prayer Chain is there for you….
“Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith, you will receive.”
Ma hew 21:22
When there is illness, a special need, or a 2me of thanksgiving in your family, or among
friends or neighbors, you may wish to ask for the prayers of your sisters and brothers at St.
John. If such a need arises, call Pastor O'Brien (419-972-4003,
cell ph 419-378-1112) or the church oﬃce (419-836-5514) who will begin the prayer chain.
Please keep your message to the minimum to avoid any errors in passing it on. Thank you!
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Week of November 30
1 Corinthians 13
Without love, all spiritual gifts are meaningless. Love is not envious, proud, arrogant, rude,
cliquish, easily provoked, suspicious, nor happy with evil. Unlike spiritual gifts, love can never
fail. Spiritual gifts are appropriate for the present time, but not forever – they belong to a spiritual childhood, and to seeing through a glass darkly. In time, however, we will put away
childish things and know as we are known. Of faith, hope and love, love is the greatest.

Week of December 7
1 Corinthians 14
Speaking in tongues is self-edifying, and incomprehensible to others. If there is no distinction in
the notes played on musical instruments, how will we know what is played? Let all things be
done for edification. Paul would prefer an interpreter if someone speaks publically in tongues.
Prophets must take it in turns to speak, and not all speak at the same time.

Week of December 14
1 Corinthians 15
Paul has preached to the Corinthians the gospel of the resurrected Christ, who was seen by over
five hundred people. Paul too saw him, and was turned from his previous ways. Paul challenges
those who say there is no resurrection. Christ is the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
In Adam all die, but in Christ all shall be made alive. The last enemy Christ will destroy will be
death itself. If the dead do not raise, then let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die! Our bodies
are like seeds, which are buried in the earth, but grow into resurrection bodies.

Week of December 21
1 Corinthians 16
Instruction to put something aside for a weekly collection, which will be borne to Jerusalem.
Paul plans to visit Corinth. Paul commends Timothy, who is coming to visit the Corinthians.
Apollos will come later. Do all with love. Paul is sending his letter by means of Stephanas,
Fortunatus and Achaicus. Greetings from Aquila and Priscilla. Greet one another with a holy kiss.

Week of January 4
2 Corinthians 1
Praise be to the God of all comfort. Paul suffers and is consoled in Christ. Paul was delivered by
God from desperate troubles and a sentence of death in Asia. Paul has acted not with fleshy
wisdom, but in accordance with the grace of God.
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Isaiah 9:6 – For a
child will be born to
us, a son will be
given to us; and the
government will rest
on His shoulders; and
His name will be
called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty
God, Eternal Father,
Prince of Peace.

Join us!
Sundays at 8:30am
**Bring a friend**
7

1. Name Santa’s reindeer.
2. What magical clothing item brought Frosty to life?
3. The Grinch tried to take Christmas away from what town?
4. How many times does Santa check the
Naughty and Nice list?
5. How many ghosts come to visit Scrooge?
6. How many horses pull the sleigh in the
song Jingle Bells?
7. How many Wise Men were there according to the bible?
8. From the song “12 Days of Christmas,” what was the gift
on the 11th day?
9. What is another name for Santa Claus?
10. What movie has the island of misfit toys?

Find the answers
on page 10
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December Stewardship Page
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“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him
Emmanuel,”
Matthew 1:23
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Missing Church?
Not ready yet?
That’s ok!
We have the answer!
We are gathering
together in person for worship but you can also
worship with St. John ONLINE!
Until we can all join together comfortably in worship, we will be live streaming our worship services on our Facebook page and on our YouTube channel on Saturdays at 5PM and will show
it again
Sunday mornings at 9:45 AM.
Not online? That’s ok. Let the office know and we will send you an Audio CD of the latest
worship service.

ANSWERS…
1. Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid,
Donner, Blitzen and Rudolph.
2. A hat
3. Whoville
4. TWICE!
5. Four (Jacob Marely, Christmas Past, Present and Future)
6. One
7. Three
8. 11 Pipers Piping
9. St. Nicholas
10. Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer

The Blanket Ladies….S'll Hard at
Work!!
Everyone is invited to join in and help
2e! No experience needed.
Every Tuesday
at 9am.
Everyone is
welcome!

How many did you get right?
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At the October meeting, the Church Council made the very difficult decision to not have in-person worship on
Christmas Eve. As you can imagine, this was a heart-wrenching decision. Nobody wants to do this. Christmas Eve
worship in the sanctuary is a cherished tradition for many people here at St. John. However, the church council also
recognizes that in this time of COVID, not gathering is the most responsible, loving way to keep all members and
their families safe.
The primary concern is how we would accommodate everyone we anticipate would want to come. We have been
doing very well with wearing masks and physical distancing at our weekend worship, but we tend to have a much
larger crowd and more visitors on Christmas Eve. It is not unusual to have 280 to 320 worshipers at the 4:00 service
alone. Granted, many will stay home this year because of the virus, but we have been seeing approximately 50% of
our pre-COVID attendance on the weekend. That could mean 140 to 160 plus worshipers when we can only seat 7580 in our physically-distanced sanctuary. With anticipated larger crowds, more visitors than usual, and folks coming
from out of town or even out of state, we would need to be especially cautious in how we were seating people. We
don't want to be the church that gave everyone coronavirus for Christmas. The church council discussed several alternative options such as adding additional services, seating people in other places around the building, pre-selling
tickets, limiting the number of people who could come, and a host of other ideas. But we kept concluding that we
would have to turn people away at the door for the safety of the worshipers already inside. At the meeting, someone
joked, “We need to hire a bouncer!” That was in jest, of course, but there is a kernel of truth in that.
I was talking to a couple who volunteered to be greeters when their congregation returned to in-person worship for
the first time. There were only a limited number of seats available in the sanctuary, so worshipers were supposed to
go online and reserve their seats. But some people didn’t know they were supposed to reserve a seat, others thought
they had reserved a seat but didn’t, one couple didn’t think they should have to reserve a seat because there was plenty of room inside anyway, so what’s the big deal? The couple who volunteered to be “greeters” ended up being more
like “bouncers”. They had to turn people away and were yelled at for trying to enforce the rules. The couple shared
at a different service there was almost a fist-fight over attending church.
While we certainly don’t believe anything like that would happen at St. John, the church council would never want to
put anyone in the situation of being a “bouncer” on Christmas Eve. That is not loving and kind for the volunteer who
has to be the ‘enforcer’ nor is it loving and kind for the worshipers who got dressed up and brought their family to
church only to be told, “Sorry, we’re full”. So while nobody wants to not gather on Christmas Eve, the church council recognizes that in this time of COVID, not gathering is the most responsible, loving option for everyone.
Many thanks to the Worship Life Committee and the Church Council who faithfully wrestled with this very difficult
decision.
However, this doesn’t mean St. John won’t worship on Christmas Eve. The Worship Life Committee is working on
putting together a special Christmas Eve worship service that will be premiered/streamed on the evening of the 24th.
We will also look into ways to make this available to our homebound members beforehand.
The synod has also been discussing some additional Advent/Christmas ideas that congregations can do virtually or
distanced. We will be taking a look at those when they become available. While we will certainly grieve the loss of
a beloved tradition this year, perhaps this will be an opportunity to create a new tradition, find a new way to celebrate
the Good News of Jesus coming into the world.
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As you know, St. John will not be worshiping in-person on Christmas Eve. However, even
though we don’t need to decorate the sanctuary, remembering loved ones at Christmas with
poinsettias is still a cherished tradition. Therefore we will be selling “virtual poinsettias” this
year. We will list names, memorials, and prayers in the bulletin and newsletter as we usually
do, but the money from the sale will be used to supply our Blessing Box rather than buy actual
plants.

ORDER DEADLINE -December 16th!
Please place this order form and payment in an envelope marked with your name and
“Poinsettia” in the offering plate, or drop your payment off at the church office.

Please make checks out to St. John.
The deadline to order is Wednesday December 16th.
Quantity
____ $ 7.50 each
In Loving Memory of: ___________________________________________________
Or In Honor of: ___________________________________________________________
In Loving Memory of: ___________________________________________________
Or In Honor of: ___________________________________________________________
In Loving Memory of: ___________________________________________________
Or In Honor of: ___________________________________________________________
In Loving Memory of: ___________________________________________________
Or In Honor of: ___________________________________________________________
Purchaser’s name _____________________________________________________
Phone_______________________________________________________________
Total Ordered
___________plants at $7.50 = ___________________ (amount enclosed)
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November Highlights
Council Mee'ng Minutes Zoom/In PersonNovember 19, 2020
Mee2ng Opened at 7:00pm by President Rick Buhrow
Devo'ons were from Bread for the Day Psalm 95 , led
by Pastor O’Brien
Pastor’s Report:
A:endance:
OCT.
in Person average
49.8
On-Line average
63.7
YTD AVERAGE
137.5
Funerals: I presided at the funeral of John Rench on
November 6
Virtual PoinseEas
Because we won’t have in-person worship on Christmas
Eve, we will not need to decorate the sanctuary. However, remembering loved ones at Christmas with poinse.as is s2ll a cherished tradi2on. Therefore, we will be
selling “virtual poinse.as” this year. We will list names,
memorials, and prayers in the bulle2n and newsle er as
we usually do, but the money from the sale will be used
to supply our Blessings Box rather than buy actual
plants. Order forms will be available in the church oﬃce
as well as in the bulle2n and newsle er. Please return
“virtual poinse.a” orders to the church oﬃce by December 16.
Virtual Lectors
I s2ll need about four people to ﬁnish out December.

star2ng about 10:30-10:45(when worship is over) on the
29th. Be sure to wear a mask and we will try to make it
obvious where you are supposed to go. If you have any
ques2ons or need clariﬁca2on, please let me know.
Thanksgiving Eve Worships
We have been invited to Zoom worship with the members of Pleasant View Lutheran Church in Indiana(Bob
and Sarah (Milbrodt) Nowak’s congrega2on. I will send
out log-in informa2on next week.
Chris'an Community Life: Reported the Panty Served
63 patrons in October and 28 families. We have enough
people to help serve on November 21. It will be a drivethrough. Everyone please wear a mask and thank you
for your help.
We are in need of volunteers to ﬁll the posi'on for the
Food Panty Board. Any ques2ons you can call Cindy
Hartman for Cheryl Berger.
The winner of the Bauman car raﬄe was De Tiell from
Fostoria.
The roof has been replaced at the food pantry over the
gym. The plaster walls have been removed and sealed.
Chris2an Community Life put together 48 Halloween
Treat bags for the Sunday School kids and teachers.
We con2nue ﬁlling the Blessing Box. Thank you for your
dona2ons!
Shopping with the Stars needs to have the items by
December 4th to take to the Luther Home of Mercy.

Evangelism: Reported that Margaret Berger has secured $250.00 from Thrivent. The funds will be given to
Shopping with the Stars
Stars and shopping lists are on the table next to the ele- Holiday Bureau which will provide small hams and turvator (also on the church website and FB). GiIs should keys through Millers in Genoa to Senior’s and the homebound. Saturday, December 5th at 6:00pm will be the
be returned to the church by December 4.
tree ligh2ng. We will sing carols with the bells.
Wrapped cookies will be provided.
Dive-Thru Communion
th
November 29 we will have “Drive-Thru Communion”
Parish Educa'on: We are preparing our kids to sing
for those who would like to receive the sacrament but
are not quite ready to return to in-person worship in the Away in a Manger for the recorded Christmas Eve
sanctuary. If you would like to par2cipate, worship with service. Parish Educa2on will have a wrapped present
us at home on Facebook or YouTube and then immedi- for the kiddos for the party on December 20.
ately following worship drive to the church for communion distribu2on. I will be outside in the parking lot
13

Worship Life: Reported The Longest Night Service will
be virtual – the service has already been planned and will
be recorded for streaming and will be put on DVD.
Christmas Eve Service will also be virtual- All musicians
are working together to coordinate the music. In addi2on, all musicians in the church are invited to submit a
recording of their music for this service. (Contact Pastor
if interested: recording needed by the end of November)
The service is a blend of the three typical services that St
John has on Christmas Eve. Again, it will be recorded for
streaming and will be put on DVD.
We will be having drive-through communion from 10:3010:45 on No ember 29 for those who are not comfortable
coming into the church building.
Property: Reported that the Sanctuary and Narthex
lights have been changed to the LED. The ﬂood light on
the bell tower has been replaced.
OLD BUSINESS: Nomina2on commi ee update:
Reported the commi ee has been working hard to ﬁnd
people to ﬁll the openings this year. The greatest need
right now is for one person for Vice President, one
person for Parish Educa2on and two people for
Stewardship. Please contact Diana if you can service this
year.
NEW BUSINESS
Conﬁrma2on will be held the weekend of May 22/23.
The parents will choose if it will be held on Saturday for
Sunday.
The church will be open for services on December 27th
and January 3rd.
Property Commi ee will be pu.ng up the Na2vity in
front of the church.
COVID discussion on the changes of colors (red/Purple)
We will con2nue to have in-person and virtual services as
we currently have safety measures in place. In the case
of Pastor becoming ill, we will replay the best of Pastor
O’Brien sermons. We will re-evaluate on a need basis.
Ins2lla2on of oﬃcers will be the Sunday aIer the annual
mee2ng.
Annual mee2ng ( January 24th)can be held in the
Sanctuary with no food or possible on zoom.
Dianna Pfaﬀ explained that the Proof of Claim Boy Scout
lawsuit does not pertain to St John’s since there were no
incidences of Scout abuse here at the church.
Next Commi:ee Mee'ng will be December 11 at 7:00
pm
Next Council Mee'ng is scheduled for December 18 at
7:00 pm.

Our Stephen Ministry is here to help
through the Holidays!
When we’re going through a tough time, we
often feel pressured to “be strong.” But
pushing down your feelings to put on a
brave face often only makes things harder.
True strength isn’t being unemotional and
completely independent; it’s letting yourself
be human. Our Stephen Ministers are here
to help you through the process. For more
information, please call or see Pastor O’Brien or contact the church office.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

8:30 AM
Sunday School
for all ages!

10:00 AM
Blankets

1

Wednesday

Thursday

2

3

7

8

9

10:00 AM
Blankets

WELCA
7pm

Saturday
4

5

5:00 PM
Contemporary
Worship

National
Cookie
Day!

9:45 AM 10:45 AM
Traditional
Worship
6
8:30 AM
Sunday School
for all ages!

Friday

10
7:00 PM
Committee
Night

11

17

18

12

5:00 PM
Contemporary
Worship

9:45 AM 10:45 AM
Traditional
Worship
13
8:30 AM
Sunday School
for all ages!

14

15
10:00 AM
Blankets

16

22
10:00 AM
Blankets

23

29
10:00 AM
Blankets

30

7:00 PM
Council
Meeting

19

5:00 PM
Contemporary
Worship

9:45 AM 10:45 AM
Traditional
Worship
20
8:30 AM
Sunday School
for all ages!

21

9:00 AM
Forerunner
deadline!

24

25

26

5:00 PM
Contemporary
Worship

9:45 AM 10:45 AM
Traditional
Worship
27
8:30 AM
Sunday School
for all ages!
9:45 AM 10:45 AM
Traditional
Worship

28

31

1

2

5:00 PM
Contemporary
Worship
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December 2020
Pastor Shawn O’Brien
419-972-4003 (home)
E-mail address:
pastorobrien@stjohnwilliston.org
Church Office Hours
Amelia Burkey,
Office Administrator

Monday –Friday
8:30 am —2:30 pm
Church: 419-836-5514

In person and online!
Worship Hours at St. John
Saturday Contemporary Worship 5:00 PM
Sunday School (in person) 8:45 AM
Sunday Traditional Worship 9:45 AM

E-mail address:
office@stjohnwilliston.org
*Visit us on Facebook
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