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Fall Worship Hours
Begin September 10th
Saturday Worship Spm

Sunday Worship 9:45am
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Sundays 8:30am
Sunday School:
Oct-May 8:30am
(First Sunday of the month)

Confirmation Class:



Th&orerunner

is published monthly
by St. John Lutheran Church

Memorial 21140 W. Toledo Street

‘ Gifts Williston, Ohio
[ Corner of Main and Toledo Street

Telephone: 419836 -5514

In Memory of Norma Jean Gast . e-mail:
Terry Gast office@stjohnwilliston.org
stjohnwilliston.org
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Pastor &hawm
Cell Teleph

41-37-B11 2

pastorobrien
@stjohnwilliston.org

Fall Worship
Saturday at 5:00 PM
Sunday Worship 9:45 AM

Deadline for the
September 2023 Forerunneris
Monday, September 18th
Please send articles and/or
information to
oﬁicel@ﬁ}ﬂ'ohnwnllston .org.
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Worship Hours
eptember 10th

St. John Prayer Chain is
there for youe.
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Have you ever wanted to see the places where Jesus walked and taught in the New
Testament? Well, 2024 is offering you not one, but two opportunities to join with
other Northwestern Ohio Lutherans in traveling to the Holy Land.The first trip is in
late January 2024 (January 30Feb 9th) with Bishop Beaudoin and the other trip will

beinJuneof2024 June €T ¢ } 1 j g° | _®+¢- ArEpersonl
information meeting on September 20th at 7:00p at St. JohnOf course, if you have
_ 9 =2 ®*tt¢ ® glge¢-1 =xsl ° ¢ 2 Mormore@fork |

~_*t ¢ C j £-t?2 g-¢hs2-]1®cu h¢ + ht+
at pastorobrlen@stjohnwnllston org.

The January tour is $4,190, the June tour is $4,09®oth include all meals, accommodations, sightseeing in
a modern air conditioned bus, English speaking tour guide, and airfare from Detroit.

If you would like more information, | will be glad to talk with you about the trip. -1 _ ®+ ¢ - Ms _ | A

The Blessing Box needs your help!

Needed:

Peanut Butter
Jel |y

Appl esauce

Fruit (canned)

Snacks (small)
Cereal
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THE STORY OF JESUS

The Synod Office has publ i shed a filDea | St Broy t cefi Rleedsdl

|l ead us through the Iife and ministry of Jesus
stead of multiple chapters) so it should be easy
ing guide available at the church, and | will sha

The Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem (According to John)

Sept
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Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

. 1 Journey to Jerusalem John 7:1@3

. 2 Jesus Teaches in the Temple John 7:1214

. 3 Is This the Christ? John 7:231

. 4 Officers Are Sent to Arrest Jesus John 7:3b

. 5 Rivers of Living Water John 7:389

. 6 Division and Disbelief John 7:4®2

. 7 The Woman Caught in Adultery John 7:58:11

. 8 Jesus Is the Light of the World John 8:120

. 9 Jesus Foretells His Death John 8:230

. 10 True Disciples John 8:3B8

. 11 Jesus and Abraham John 8:399

. 12 Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind John 941

. 13 Jesus the Good Shepherd John 101B

. 14 Division and Demons John 10:191

15 Teaching About Divorce Matt. 19:412; Mark 10:1-12; Luke 16:18

16 Jesus Blesses the Children Matt. 19:485; Mark 10:13 16; Luke 18:1517
17 The Rich Young Man Matt. 19:380; Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:18 30

18 The Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard Matt. 20:11.6

19 Jesus is Rejected in Jerusalem John 10:22

20 Jesus Raises Lazarus John 1144

21 The Plot to Kill Jesus John 11:457

22 Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection Matt. 20:410; Mark 10:32-34; Luke 18:3% 34
23 The Sons of Zebedee Matt. 20:2@8; Mark 10:35 45

24 Jesus Heals Two Blind Men Matt. 20:284; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:3543
25 Jesus and Zacchaeus Luke 19110

26 The Parable of the Ten Pounds Luke 19:4247; Matt. 25:14-30

27 The Anointing at Bethany Matt. 26:613; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 7:36 50; John 12:18
28 The Plot Against Lazarus John 1291

| ®2 ®E >t t ®x-° t cl-2®_ I o~

Sept
Sept

. 29 The Triumphal Entry Matt. 21:111; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:2840; John 12:1219
. 30 Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem Luke 19:41
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Prayer/ Contact Car (
You will see new blue Prayer/Contact -/ ( :

cards in the pews. Please fill them out if o
you have a prayer request, a change in S C /ﬂ E !] U I. E
your contact information, would like to S~—
join the St. John family or to speak with OctoberAMay at 8:30am
the Pastor. Just place them in the offering 1st Sunday of each month
2l Children and Parents invited!
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CELEBRATING
September 13th
' 10 ' 6: 30-8MB0 pm
We ne7e8d hel per s
to prepackage the
YEARS
September 16th
8:30-1alm 45
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday We neleodl2 helperfs
for the distribut]o
nrﬁ'll r%‘n September1o Location is 303 V
) in Genoa
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100% OF VEHICLE DONATED BY THE BAUMANN AUTO GROUP wWwWKeiKyY | )flfa l V&g S NR y 3
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TOTAL MONEY RAISED FOR CHARITIES IN THE PAST . ; .
20 YEARS IS $1,183,997 CNARFeée bARMKIU[ h49 |jdds G
Tickets for the 21st Annual Baumann Auto { ¢ hav

Group Charity Raffle are available in the
church office. (M -F 9-2)

Tickets are $5.00. When you buy your
ticket at St. John, 100% of the proceeds go
to the Genoa Food Pantry.
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Pl ease join us in our new Sunday

/ o

-

Bring the whole family for a bible story, T ‘Learn

.-y‘ﬁfidﬁi_ craft, snack, video, and music! (Yes, we 13 e
g | w..
xlcxorr& want parents too.) B ”ge &

We will meet every )Yrst Sunday
October through May, in the baj;
October 1st at 8: 30!
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Stewardship of Talent n,
There are a variety of services, .”;UL; [
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Dear Friends in Christ,
| have always found joy in celebrating our spiritual gifts.

"Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same One of my own is language, and | use my gift and pas-
Spirit, and there are varieties of services butthe  sjon for it in a way that helps me connect to the larger
same Lord, and there are varieties of activities, body of Christ and enter into sacred space with those

but it is the same God who activates all of around me. In preparation for the recent visit to our com-
them in everyone, To each is given the mani- panions in Tanzania, | started to learn some basic Swahili,
festation of the Spirit for the common good.” knowing that it would be a joy and honor to use my spir-

¢ +~2s| ®rks | « ¢ ABibal gift while communicating in someone else's mother
tongue. | loved being able to use this gift during our time
in Tanzania, but | also received an important reminder that these gifts and strengths are not our own do-
ing but are rooted in the loving grace of our God.

| had the joy of joining a congregation for worship on our second Sunday in Tanzania and when i realized
that | would be helping to serve communion, | turned to the assisting minister, Frank, and asked him what
words | would need to serve communion in Swahili. He quickly taught me, "Twa mwili wa Kristo," or "the
body of Christ," in between prayers at the start of the service, so that | could repeat it in my head until it
was time to serve. Eventually the time came, and everything was going perfectly! | felt so much joy in the
Spirit, serving this tangible gift of God's grace to those at the rail and speaking those promises aloud in
their mother tongue. | was overwhelmed by the sacredness of each encounter. But, as | said before, we
must remember these gifts are rooted in the grace of our God, not in anything we have done on our own.

As we finished serving the congregation, the time came to serve the worship leaders. It was at that point
that | realized three of the four of us had knelt at the rail, and only one of us still had elements in their hand
to serve - me. | served the wafers to these other leaders in Swabhili, and then picked up the wine, went to
serve it... and realized | did not have the Swahili words. After a moment of hesitation, | said the words in
English, and then | knelt at the rail to be served myself.

Perhaps in another scenario | might have been ashamed or embarrassed or gotten down on myself for
not being enough, but in that particular moment, | was much too grateful for our God who speaks to

each through promises beyond language. My gifts with language may have felt insufficient to me in the
moment, but the Good News is that is was never my own power that mattered in the first place, it was al-
ways reliant on the gift of God. The relationships, the bread, the wine, each provided sacred, holy space
because of the God who was present within them, not because of anything | could or could not do. It is
true that we each possess a variety of Spiritual Gifts to use in our lives following Christ, but how wonderful
to remember the gift of grace that is offered to all through Jesus Christ. A gift that is offered as a constant
companion and foundation, so that even when we feel like we have failed with our own gifts, we always
have a God who was there all along, grounding us in promises of grace.

In Christ,
Pastor Ashley Rosa -Ruggieri
Trinity Lutheran, Wauseon

N
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St.John[\ Lutheran Church
11t h Annual Benevol encefg Gol f Ou

Saturday, Sep2@z2¥én pdpbEwa GCGol f

FOURSOME REGI STRATI ON FORNM

Name ___________________Phone_ #__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ______
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ o _
Email address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ o
Woul d you |ike to be Gomgbhadtodtamg?®t n&es_yaélar
Name ___________________Phone_ #__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ______
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Email address __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ o_ o
Would you | i ke to be Gomgwonadt eodtalbmg®Pt n&¥ert _yabélar
Name ___________________Phone_ #__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _______
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Email address __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ o_ o o
Woul d you | i ke to be Gogoéad¢teodtabg?t n¥gsts ybar
Name ___________________Phone_ #__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _______
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Email address __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ o _ o
Would you | i ke to be Gomgwonadt eodtalmg®Pt n&¥ert _ yabélar
Sign up soon! You may drop this form off at t
St John Lutheran Church PO Box 235 Wi31810i28t o n
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