
   

 

!ǎƪ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ 
As you know, the book of Genesis starts with the story of God creating 
the universe, the world, and everything in it. As we go through the cre-
ation story, there is a patterné God creates something and then says 
that it is good. Seven times Genesis says ñGod saw that it was good.ò 
 
Now the Hebrew word for good is ñtovò and can mean ñgoodnessò or 
ñbeauty.ò That means when God created land and vegetation and 
creepy crawling things and ñGod saw that it was goodò it doesnôt just 
mean that creation was morally good or working properly, but that it 
was inherently beautiful. Creation was gorgeous, a work of art flowing 
from Godôs love. 
 
And consideré in the Genesis narrative humans donôt arrive on the sce-
ne until the very end. That means, ñGod saw that it was goodò six times 
before Adam or Eve or art critics or theologians even showed up. Godôs 
work of creation was beautiful with or without external appraisal. I 
think that tells us that there is inherent value in art and beauty even if 
there is no one there to see it. 
And by extension, I suspect if that means if you create a work of art, 
whether a mural, or a painting, or short story, or novel, or song, or 
sculpture, or dance, or musical piece, or poetryé if you create a work 
of art, and no one sees it ï no one but you and Godðthat thatôs 
enough. 
 
In our world we typically define how good something is by how much 
we can sell it for. In our ñutilitarianò way of viewing art; itôs like art is a 
product. We tend to think the really good art is what sells at Sotheby's 
for millions of dollars. But the Bible tells us God values creation and 
beauty by its very nature. God created a whole bunch of things (stars, 
land, vegetation, animals) that did not receive an excellent rating on 
Rotten Tomato or Billboard magazine. God created a whole bunch of 
things that could not audibly speak of him. Only through their nature 
and beauty could they speak of God and God love. And God saw them 
as good. Art and beauty have inherent worth. 
So I hope, in the future, when we see the beauty of creationé will be 
reminded of God the artist. I hope that you will see all of creation as 
goodness flowing from Godôs own love. That not just natural creation, 
but all created works of art will remind you of the sacredness of all 
things 
 
And that, you will remember the inherent worth of art and beauty. Be-
cause we need to feed our souls sometimes, too. 
 

If you would like to submit a question for ñAsk the Pastorò, Biblical, theologi-
cal, church related, anything you have been dying to ask a pastor, you can 
hand me a note, ask me after church, send an e-mail, or sneak into the church 
after dark and anonymously slide a sealed envelope under my office door. If I 
answer your question in print, I will not include your name unless you explicit-
ly ask me to.  
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The Forerunner 
is published monthly 

by St. John Lutheran Church 
21140 W. Toledo Street 

Williston, Ohio 
Corner of Main and Toledo Street 

 
Telephone: 419-836 -5514  

e-mail:  
 office@stjohnwilliston.org 

stjohnwilliston.org 
 

Pastor Shawn OôBrien 
Cell Telephone:  
 419-378-1112 

pastorobrien 
@stjohnwilliston.org 

 
 Fall Worship 

Saturday at 5:00 PM 
Sunday Worship 9:45 AM 

 
Deadline for the  

September 2023 Forerunner is  
Monday, September 18th 

Please send articles and/or 
 information to  

office@stjohnwilliston.org. 
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MondayðFriday 
9amð2pm  

 
 In Memory of Norma Jean Gast  

Terry Gast 
 

LŦ ǿŜ ƛƴŀŘǾŜǊǘŜƴǘƭȅ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ƪƴƻǿΦ 

St. Johnõs Church-  

We would like to òThank Youó for your generous 

donation of backpacks for our elementary students! 

We will put them to good use. Thank you for thinking of 

our students!!  
                                Sincerely,  

Brenda Murphy  

Genoa Elementary Principal  

 γḫᶁ ⁵ṩὮ׃˧
2@= D9KL 1MF<9Q >GJ ;Gɀ== 9F< <GFMLK AK M?MKL ҐҕL@ӄ 2@9FC

QGM 9DD L@9L ;9E= >GJ >=DDGOK@AH 9F< >GJ L@GK= L@9L @=DH=< AF

9FQO9Qӄ 5= 9N=J9?=< ҏғ-ҐҎ H=GHD= H=J O==Cӄ 'LK HMJHGK= O9K

>GJ KG;A9DAR9LAGF 9F< >=DDGOK@AHӅ KG ;GFKA<=J AL KM;;=KK>MDӄ 

 

˄ἵҍ´γỉюỶׁᴀẩ ¢ṧḛḛᴀἵἵҍҍ 
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Circle Meetings 

     9{¢I9w /Lw/[9Υ   ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘΦ рΣ  нΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 
         aŜŜǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ Iŀƭƭ 

 .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅΥ 5ƛŀƴŜ IŀǊǘƳŀƴ 
 IƻǎǘŜǎǎŜǎΥ 9Ǿŀƭȅƴ ²ƛǧȅ 

 
w9.9Y!I /Lw/[9Υ   ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘΦ рΣ  тΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

     aŜŜǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǳƴƎŜ 

Coffee and Donuts  

Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Last Dayù Sunday,  
August 27th! 

St. John Prayer Chain is   
there for youé. 

 
ά²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ  ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜΦέ   aŀǧƘŜǿ нмΥнн 
 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎΣ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻǊ ƴŜƛƎƘπ
ōƻǊǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ  ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǎπ
ǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ  ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΦ  LŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ŀǊƛǎŜǎΣ  Ŏŀƭƭ 
tŀǎǘƻǊ hϥ.ǊƛŜƴ   όŎŜƭƭ пмф-оту-мммнύ  ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƻŶŎŜ όпмф-уос-ррмпύ  ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŎƘŀƛƴΦ   

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŀƴȅ 
ŜǊǊƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ 

*ÉÍÍÙ !ÌÁÎ (ÙÄÅ 
7ÁÓ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ 3Ô *ÏÈÎ &ÁÍÉÌÙ 

ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ (ÏÌÙ "ÁÐÔÉÓÍ  
ÏÎ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ίΰȟ ΰήΰα 

 
0ÁÒÅÎÔÓȡ 0ÁÔÒÉÃË Ǫ 2ÁÃÈÅÌ (ÙÄÅ 
3ÐÏÎÓÏÒÓȡ %ÒÉÃÁ "ÒÏ×Î Ǫ 0ÁÔ #ÏÎÌÉÎ 

!ÓÈÌÅÙ 4ÁÙÌÏÒ (ÏÄÕÌÉË 
(ÁÉÌÅÙ !ÌÅØÉÓ (ÏÄÕÌÉË 

7ÅÒÅ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ 3Ô *ÏÈÎ &ÁÍÉÌÙ  
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ (ÏÌÙ "ÁÐÔÉÓÍ  
ÏÎ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ίηȟ ΰήΰα 

 
0ÁÒÅÎÔÓȡ 4ÒÏÙ Ǫ *ÅÎÎÉÆÅÒ (ÏÄÕÌÉË 
3ÐÏÎÓÏÒÓȡ $ÁÖÉÄ Ǫ *ÅÎÎÉÅ (ÏÄÕÌÉË 

Fall Worship Hours  

Return September 10th  

 

Saturday - 

Contemporary Service  

5 PM 

Sunday - 

Confirmation  8:30 AM  

Traditional Service  

9:45 AM  
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нлнп Iƻƭȅ [ŀƴŘ ¢ƻǳǊ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ  
Have you ever wanted to see the places where Jesus walked and taught in the New 

Testament?  Well, 2024 is offering you not one, but two opportunities to join with  

other Northwestern Ohio Lutherans in traveling to the Holy Land.  The first trip is in 

late January 2024 (January 30-Feb 9th) with Bishop Beaudoin and the other trip will 

be in June of 2024 (June 17-ÊÏċ }lj gº I_®±¢ AĚ)tl ø Osll ¸t}} gl _  in-person  

information meeting on September 20th at 7:00p at St. John. Of course, if you have 

_ º ¬²l®±t¢ ® glq¢l ±sl  º¢² h_  ®ªl_| ±¢ I_®±¢ AĚ)tl  _ º ±t~lø For more infor-

~_±t¢  Ċ_ j ±tª g¢hs²l®ċù h¢ ±_h± I_®±¢ AĚ)tl  

at pastorobrien@stjohnwilliston.org.  

 

The January tour is $4,190, the June tour is $4,090.  Both include all meals, accommodations, sight- seeing in 

a modern air conditioned bus, English speaking tour guide, and airfare from Detroit.  

  

If you would like more information, I will be glad to talk with you about the trip.   -I_®±¢ Ms_¸  AĚ)tl  

 

The Blessing Box needs your help!  
Needed: 

Peanut Butter 
Jelly 

Applesauce 
Fruit (canned) 
Snacks (small) 
Cereal 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ  
.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ .ƻȄ ŦǳƭƭΗ 

¢ëÙ +úÀĀ÷Ùġ ZÀÓíÙĚ Ĳíúú ÀçÀíĀ ÌÙ ÓíĚēúÀĴíĀç ġëÙíĖ ÿÀĀĴˋ ÿÀĀĴ ÌúÀĀ÷ÙġĚ
ĚġÀĖġíĀç ġëÙ ĲÙÙ÷ÙĀÓ ĆæzÙēġÙÿÌÙĖ ʷʴ-fÎġĆÌÙĖ ʵÀĀÓ ÀçÀíĀ ĆĀ 

fÎġĆÌÙĖ ʻ-ʼ¢ːëÙĴ Ĳíúú ÀçÀíĀ ÌÙ ĚÙúúíĀç ĖÀææúÙ ġíÎ÷ÙġĚ æĆĖ ˶ʵːʴʴ ÙÀÎëː súĥĚ
ëÀıíĀç À ĚíúÙĀġ ÀĥÎġíĆĀ ĆĀ ĚĆÿÙː ·ÙĚˋ ĲÙ ÓĆ ëÀıÙ fëíĆ zġÀġÙ ÀĀÓ ¦ĀíıÙĖˡ
ĚíġĴ Ćæ _íÎëíçÀĀː úĚĆ Àë˨ĆÿÙ ÓíıíÓÙÓĆ˩ĀÙː vÀææúÙ ġíÎ÷ÙġĚ ÀĀÓ ÀĥÎġíĆĀ
Ĳíúú ÎĆĀġíĀĥÙ æĆĖ ÀĀĆġëÙĖ ġĲĆ ĲÙÙ÷Ě æĆĖ À ġĆġÀú Ćæ æĆĥĖ ĲÙÙ÷Ěː +úÀĀ÷ÙġĚ
Ĳíúú ÌÙ ĚĆúÓ æĆĖ ÀÓĆĀÀġíĆĀ Ćæ ˶ʷʴːʴʴː +ÀÌĴ ÀĀÓ ĚÿÀúú ÎëíúÓĖÙĀ ĚíĸÙ ÀĖÙ
˶ʶʴːʴʴː ¢ëÙĚÙ Ĳíúú ÌÙ ēúÀÎÙÓ íĀ ġëÙ æĖĆĀġ ĖĆĲĚ Ćæ ġëÙ ÎëĥĖÎëː vÙÿÙÿÌÙĖ
ĴĆĥ ÿĥĚġ ÿÀĖ÷ ÀĀĴ ÿĆĀíÙĚ ġĥĖĀÙÓ íĀġĆ ġëÙ ĆææÙĖíĀç ēúÀġÙ ĆĖ ĆææíÎÙ
Ì˨úÀĀ÷ÙġĚ˩·ːĆĥ ÎÀĀ ÀúĚĆ çíıÙ ġëÙ ÿĆĀÙĴ ġĆ ġëÙ úÀÓíÙĚ ĚÙúúíĀç ĖÀææúÙ ġíÎ÷ˡ
ÙġĚˋ ÌÙæĆĖÙ ÀĀÓ ÀæġÙĖ ĚÙĖıíÎÙĚː ¢ëÙ ĖÀææúÙˋ ĚíúÙĀġ ÀĥÎġíĆĀ ÀĀÓ ĚÀúÙ Ćæ ÌúÀĀˡ
÷ÙġĚ íĚ ġëÙ ĆĀúĴ æĥĀÓĚ ĲÙ ĖÙÎÙíıÙ ġĆ ēĥĖÎëÀĚÙ æíúúÙĖ ÀĀÓ ÌÀÎ÷Ě æĆĖ ġëÙ
ÌúÀĀ÷ÙġĚː ¢ëíĚ ĴÙÀĖ ĲÙ ëÀıÙ ÀúĖÙÀÓĴ çíıÙ ĆĖ ĚĆúÓ ʺʴ ÌúÀĀ÷ÙġĚː zĆÿÙ
ĲÙĀġ ġĆ ÙÀĖġëĕĥÀ÷Ù ıíÎġíÿĚ íĀ ¢ĥĖ÷ÙĴ ÀĀÓ ġëÙ `íçëġÙĀçÀúÙĚ KÀĖıÙĚġː Mæ
ĴĆĥ ÷ĀĆĲ Ćæ ÀĀ ĆĖçÀĀíĸÀġíĆĀ ĆĖ ēÙĖĚĆĀ ĲëĆ ÎĆĥúÓ ĥĚÙ À ÌúÀĀ÷Ùġ úÙġ ĆĀÙ
Ćæ ġëÙ úÀÓíÙĚ ĆĖ ġëÙ ĆææíÎÙ ÷ĀĆĲː µÙ Ĳíúú ÓíĚġĖíÌĥġÙ ÀæġÙĖ fÎġĆÌÙĖ ʼˋ Ìĥġ
ÀúĲÀĴĚ ëÀıÙ ĚĆÿÙ ÀıÀíúÀÌúÙ Àúú ĴÙÀĖ úĆĀçː µÙ ġíÙ ÙÀÎë ¢ĥÙĚÓÀĴ ÿĆĖĀíĀç
æĖĆÿ ʽˊʴʴÀÿ-ʵʵˊʷʴÀÿː µÙ íĀıíġÙ ĴĆĥ ġĆ öĆíĀ ĥĚ ĆĖ öĥĚġ ĚġĆē ġĆ ıíĚíġ ÀĀÓ
ĚÙÙ ëĆĲ íġ íĚ ÓĆĀÙː ¢ëÀĀ÷Ě ġĆ Àúú æĆĖ ġëÙ ÓĆĀÀġíĆĀĚ Ćæ ĚëÙÙġĚ ˜ÀĀĴ ĚíĸÙ˝ˋ

æÀÌĖíÎˋ ġëĖÙÀÓ ÀĀÓ ĴÀĖĀ ĲÙ æíĀÓ íĀ ĆĥĖ ÌúÀĀ÷Ùġ ĖĆĆÿː 
Bid early!  Bid Often!   
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THE STORY OF JESUS 

The Synod Office has published a Daily Bible Reading Guide for 2023 entitled, ñThe Story of Jesusò. It is designed 

to lead us through the life and ministry of Jesus.  Most of the readings are of reasonable length (multiple verses in-
stead of multiple chapters) so it should be easy to stay on track even if you miss a day.  I will have copies of the read-
ing guide available at the church, and I will share the document electronically when it becomes available.  

The Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem (According to John) 

Sept. 1 Journey to Jerusalem John 7:10-13 

Sept. 2 Jesus Teaches in the Temple John 7:14-24 

Sept. 3 Is This the Christ? John 7:25-31 

Sept. 4 Officers Are Sent to Arrest Jesus John 7:32-36 

Sept. 5 Rivers of Living Water John 7:37-39 

Sept. 6 Division and Disbelief John 7:40-52 

Sept. 7 The Woman Caught in Adultery John 7:53-8:11 

Sept. 8 Jesus Is the Light of the World John 8:12-20 

Sept. 9 Jesus Foretells His Death John 8:21-30 

Sept. 10 True Disciples John 8:31-38 

Sept. 11 Jesus and Abraham John 8:39-59 

Sept. 12 Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind John 9:1-41 

Sept. 13 Jesus the Good Shepherd John 10:1-18 

Sept. 14 Division and Demons John 10:19-21 

;l®²®Ě >t t®±º t  ;²jl_ 

Sept. 15 Teaching About Divorce Matt. 19:1-12; Mark 10:1-12; Luke 16:18 

Sept. 16 Jesus Blesses the Children Matt. 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17 

Sept. 17 The Rich Young Man Matt. 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:18-30 

Sept. 18 The Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard Matt. 20:1-16 

Sept. 19 Jesus is Rejected in Jerusalem John 10:22-42 

Sept. 20 Jesus Raises Lazarus John 11:1-44 

Sept. 21 The Plot to Kill Jesus John 11:45-57 

Sept. 22 Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection Matt. 20:17-19; Mark 10:32-34; Luke 18:31-34 

Sept. 23 The Sons of Zebedee Matt. 20:20-28; Mark 10:35-45 

Sept. 24 Jesus Heals Two Blind Men Matt. 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43 

Sept. 25 Jesus and Zacchaeus Luke 19:1-10 

Sept. 26 The Parable of the Ten Pounds Luke 19:11-27; Matt. 25:14-30 

Sept. 27 The Anointing at Bethany Matt. 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 7:36-50; John 12:1-8 

Sept. 28 The Plot Against Lazarus John 12:9-11 

;l®²®Ě >t t®±º t  ;l²®_}l~ 

Sept. 29 The Triumphal Entry Matt. 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-40; John 12:12-19 

Sept. 30 Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem Luke 19:41-44 

BOOK #5 

Week of Aug 28- Psalm 125 
Week of Sept 4- Psalm 126 
Week of Sept 11ï Psalm 127 
Week of Sept 18ï Psalm 128 
Week of Sept 25ï Psalm 129 
Week of Oct 2ï Psalm 130 

 
Our Seven Faith Practices 

I will strive toé 
1.PRAY daily     

2.WORSHIP weekly 
3.READ and study the Bible 

4.SERVE at and beyond St. John  
5.INVITE others into a loving relationship with Jesus 

6.GIVE of my time, talents, and resources 
7.ENCOURAGE spiritual growth in others  
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Prayer/Contact Cardsé 
You will see new blue Prayer/Contact 

cards in the pews. Please fill them out if 

you have a prayer request, a change in 

your contact information, would like to 

join the St. John family or to speak with 

the Pastor. Just place them in the offering 

plate.  

Monday, September 4th  

The church office will  

 be closed  

SACK FOR A SACK 
 

St. John will be supporting 
 SACK FOR A SACK again this 
year. Every time the Genoa defense 
sacks the opposing teamôs quarter-
back, St. John will donate a $50 sack 

of groceries to the Genoa Food pantry. If you would 
like to contribute to ñSack for a Sackò and the Genoa 
Food Pantry, mark your donation ñSack for a Sackò 
and place it in the offering plate.  You can also drop 

off a donation at the church office.  

OctoberĤMay at 8:30am 
1st Sunday of each month 

Children and Parents invited!  

QN6/MN @//-/- 
 

Wr· ^|·~|k µ^|® ®~ fk ^|  
¯«rkªÕ  Q|z~gys|q i~~ª« ^|i 
«®^|is|q s| ®rk f^gy r^|is|q ~¯® 
f¯zzk®s|« {^· |~® «kk{ zsyk {¯grÏ 

f¯® «~{k ~p ~¯ª g¯ªªk|® ¯«rkª« «r^ªk ®r^® s® s« 
^g®¯^zz· ªkµ^ªis|qÎ  B|k ¯«rkª g~{{k|®ki ®rk· 
pkkz zsyk ®rk· r^´k ^gg~{§zs«rki «~{k®rs|q 
µrk| ®rk· g^| qªkk® §k~§zkÏ {^yk ®rk{ «{szkÏ 
^|i {^yk ®rk{ pkkz µkzg~{k µrk| ®rk· k|®kª 
p~ª µ~ª«rs§Î  "|~®rkª «r^ªki ®rk· zsyk fks|q ^fzk 
®~ ^««s«® µs®r µ~ª«rs§Ï f¯® ®rk· i~|í® |kgk««^ªsz· 
µ^|® ®~ ªk^i s| pª~|® ~p §k~§zkÎ  Prkªkp~ªkÏ µ~ªyã
s|q s| ®rk f^gy s« ®rk §kªpkg® x~fÎ  Jz¯«Ï µrk| s® 
g~{k« ®~ «kª´s|q ^® ·~¯ª gr¯ªgrÏ fks|q ^| ¯«rkª 
s« ^f~¯® ®rk k^«sk«® x~f ®rkªk s«Î  "|~®rkª ¯«rkª 
«r^ªki p~ª ^ §kª«~| µr~ g^|í® «s® «®szzÏ fks|q ^| 
¯«rkª s« ^ q~~i µ^· ®~ «®^· {~´s|q ·k® «®szz fk 
s|´~z´ki s| µ~ª«rs§Î   Wk µ~¯zi zsyk ®~ ^ii 
{~ªk ¯«rkª« ®~ f~®r ~¯ª N^®¯ªi^· ^|i N¯|i^· 
ª~®^®s~|Î  7p ·~¯ µ~¯zi zsyk ®~ is«g~´kª ·~¯ª ~µ| 
ªk^«~|« p~ª fks|q ^| ¯«rkªÏ g~|®^g® J^«®~ª Bí*ªsã
k| ~ª ®rk gr¯ªgr ~ɸgk ®~ zk^ª| {~ªk ~ª fk ^iiã

ki ®~ ®rk ª~®^®s~| zs«®Î  JOIN US at ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH  
on October 22

nd
, More details to comeé.. 
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Tickets for the 21st Annual Baumann Auto 
Group Charity Raffle are available in the 

church office. (M -F 9-2)  
 

Tickets are $5.00. When you buy your  
ticket at St. John, 100% of the proceeds go 

to the Genoa Food Pantry.  

b²h wŜƎƛƻƴ с DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ  
 

¢ƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ b²h ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ άIŜǊŜ L 
!Ƴ [ƻǊŘέ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нтΣ нуǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
CƛƴŘƭŀȅ LƴƴΣ ƛƴ CƛƴŘƭŀȅΣ hƘƛƻΦ 5ǊΦ [ƛǎŀ /ƘŀǾŜǊǎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ άIŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ 
wƘȅǘƘƳ ŀƴŘ !ƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƭέ 
hƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ tŀǎǘƻǊ aŜƭŀƴƛŜ Iŀŀƪ ŦǊƻƳ {¢Φ 
tŀǳƭΩǎΣ bŜǿ wƻŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ WŀƳŜǎ .ǊŀŘƴŜǊ 
ǿƛƭƭ  ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ Σ άL !Ƴ {ƘŜέΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜŀŘ 
ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ 

/ƘǊƛǎ .ǳŘƪŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ 
έ!ƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƭέΦ 

CǊƛŘŀȅ bƛƎƘǘ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘΦ άL [h±9 ¢h ¢9[[ ¢I9 
{¢hw¸έΦ 

wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊƳ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΣ ά{hb[LDI¢έΦ 
vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΚ 

 /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ {ƘŀǊƻƴ aƻŜƴǘŜǊΣ  пмф-тлп-нмфо 

HçÊ©º- ýýđĀā |É 
sÎÜÄ- ýþđÿü ÙÉ ķ  

Hçäº°Ü >ÎÉ° Î¸ L°Ü©ó 
b»¹Ê çÙ ¨ó \|ßäÎÜĮß Î¸¸»©° 

ÎÜ ©|ÅÅ  
©ºçÜ©º Î¸¸»©° Āýą-ĄÿĂ-āāýĀ 

=ÎĮß sÎÜÄ 
b°Ùä°É¨°Ü ýüĐ þüþÿ 

September 13th-  
6:30 pm- 8:30 pm  
We need 7-8 helpers   
to prepackage the food  

  
September 16th 
 8:30 am- 11:45 am 

We need 10 -12 helpers  
for the distribution of the food   

 
Location is 303 W. Fourth St.  

in Genoa 
(the old Genoa junior High) 

If you can help or  
have any questions,  

please call: 
Cheryl Berger 419-345-3941 
Donna Mathews 419-350-2883 
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Please join us in our new Sunday School format!  

Bring the whole family for a bible story, 
craft, snack, video, and music! (Yes, we 

want parents too!)  

We will meet every ʞrst Sunday of the month, 
October through May, in the basement. See you 

October 1st at 8:30!  

Confirmation Parent/

Student Meeting 

September 10th  

at 8:30a.m. 

?"Q7 -7N"NP/M M/>7/4 
?¯z®s§zk µsziɺªk« r^´k fª~yk| ~¯® ~| ®rk 6^µ^ss^| s«z^|i ~p ?^¯sÎ /¶^gkªã
f^®ki f· «®ª~|q µs|i«Ï µsziɺªk« ~| ?^¯s r^´k gz^s{ki i~ºk|« ~p zs´k« ^|i 
r^´k ik«®ª~·ki r~{k«Ï f¯«s|k««k« ^|i zs|k« ~p g~{{¯|sg^®s~|Î Pr~¯«^|i« 
~p §k~§zk ^ªk ¯|ikª k´^g¯^®s~| ~ªikª«Ï «~{k {~´s|q ®~ ~®rkª 6^µ^ss^| s«ã
z^|i«Î Wsziɺªk« r^´k ^z«~ ^ɷkg®ki ®rk *sq 7«z^|i ~p 6^µ^ssÏ ^|i ®rk s«z^|i« 
ªk{^s| ´¯z|kª^fzk ®~ {~ªk ɺªk« ®rs« «k^«~|Î 
>¯®rkª^| -s«^«®kª Mk«§~|«k s« g~~ªis|^®s|q µs®r ®rk J^gsɺg^ N·|~i ^|i ~®rã
kª §^ª®|kª« ®~ ^««k«« ®rk |kki« ~p §k~§zk s{§^g®ki f· ®rk µsziɺªk«Î Wk µszz 
µ~ªy µs®r ®rk{ ®~ §ª~´sik p~ª s{{kis^®k |kki« ^|i ªkg~´kª· ^{si ®rk 
µsik«§ªk^i ik«®ª¯g®s~|Î >¯®rkª^| -s«^«®kª Mk«§~|«k s« g~{{s®®ki ®~ ^gã
g~{§^|·s|q ªkg~´kªs|q g~{{¯|s®sk« s| ®rk ·k^ª« ^rk^iÎ 
5sp®« qs´k| ®~ >¯®rkª^| -s«^«®kª Mk«§~|«k k©¯s§ ¯« ®~ ªk«§~|i ®~ ®rs«Ï ^|i 
~®rkª is«^«®kª«Ï µrk|k´kª ^|i µrkªk´kª ®rk· «®ªsykÎ 5sp®« qs´k| «§kgsɺg^zz· 
®~ òQÎNÎ Wsziɺªk«ò µszz fk ªk«®ªsg®ki ®~Ï ^|i ¯«ki s| p¯zz Ý¿¾¾ĆÞ p~ª ®r~«k 
^ɷkg®ki f· µsziɺªk« 
 
Y~¯ g^| qs´k ~|zs|kÒ r®®§«ÐÛÛg~{{¯|s®·Îkzg^Î~ªqÛ¯«µsziɺªk« 
  
*· {^szÒ 
?^yk grkgy« §^·^fzk ®~ 
>¯®rkª^| -s«^«®kª Mk«§~|«kÎ 
Wªs®k òQÎNÎ Wsziɺªk«ò ~| ·~¯ª 
grkgyó« {k{~ zs|k ^|i «k|i ®~Ð 
/´^|qkzsg^z >¯®rkª^| +r¯ªgr s| "{kªsg^ 
JÎBÎ *~¶ ¿Æ¾Ç 
?kªªsɺkziÏ V" ÀÀ¿¿Ä-Æ¾¾Ç 
  
Bª f· §r~|kÒ 
Æ¾¾-ÄÁÆ-ÁÃÀÀ 
?~|i^· ®rª~¯qr 4ªsi^·Ï 
ÆÐ¾¾ ^Î{Î-ÃÐ¾¾ §Î{Î gk|®ª^z ®s{kÎ 



 9 

 

                     September Stewardship Page 

4 Questions that will help you to 
discover your talent: 
 
1. What do you enjoy doing? 
2. Is there something in your life 
that leaves you feeling accom-
plished or at ease when you do 
it? 
3. What kind of activities do you 
engage in when you are free? 
4. What things or areas do people 
acknowledge you for? 

Stewardship of Talent  

There are a variety of services, 

but the same Lord: and there 

are varieties of activities, but 

it is the same God who acti-

vates all of them in everyone.  

 

I Corintians 12: 5 - 6  

 ˄ ҍẞἵҍḛБҍỐ ˄ἵҍ´γỉюỶׁᴀẩ                                                                             
ʍỉγҍỐ   

ÒҍγỐ Əҍγῲҍḩᶐ₇ ŒγἵׁҍỐы 
Ơ ´γḩἾ ἵṪ ἵׁγḩᵿ ṧὴ ӅṧỐ ἵׁҐ ӧᴀӅἾ ṧӓ 
ᶐᴀӅҐặ  ˧ׁγḩᵿ ṧὬỐ ӅṧỐ ҍῲҍỉἵׁᴀḩӵ ἵׁγἾ 
ͫṧὬỆỉҐ юṧᴀḩӵ ᴀḲ ḛ₇ ᶐᴀӅҐặ  ˧ׁγḩᵿ ṧὴ 
ӅṧỐ ἵׁҐ ἵγᶐҍḩἾ ἵׁγἾ ͫṧὬỆῲҐ ӧᴀῲҍḲ ἵṪ ḛҐặ 

 
!ḛҍḩ 
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St. John KidΔs Page 

 

Join us for Sunday School! 
Sunday, October 1stð 8:30 AM 
Invite a friend to Sunday School! 
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Dear Friends in Christ,  
I have always found joy in celebrating our spiritual gifts. 

One of my own is language, and I use my gift and pas-

sion for it in a way that helps me connect to the larger 

body of Christ and enter into sacred space with those 

around me. In preparation for the recent visit to our com-

panions in Tanzania, I started to learn some basic Swahili, 

knowing that it would be a joy and honor to use my spir-

itual gift while communicating in someone else's mother 

tongue. I loved being able to use this gift during our time 

in Tanzania, but I also received an important reminder that these gifts and strengths are not our own do-

ing but are rooted in the loving grace of our God.  

 

I had the joy of joining a congregation for worship on our second Sunday in Tanzania and when i realized 

that I would be helping to serve communion, I turned to the assisting minister, Frank, and asked him what 

words I would need to serve communion in Swahili. He quickly taught me, "Twa mwili wa Kristo," or "the 

body of Christ," in between prayers at the start of the service, so that I could repeat it in my head until it 

was time to serve. Eventually the time came, and everything was going perfectly! I felt so much joy in the 

Spirit, serving this tangible gift of God's grace to those at the rail and speaking those promises aloud in 

their mother tongue. I was overwhelmed by the sacredness of each encounter. But, as I said before, we 

must remember these gifts are rooted in the grace of our God, not in anything we have done on our own.  

 

As we finished serving the congregation, the time came to serve the worship leaders. It was at that point 

that I realized three of the four of us had knelt at the rail, and only one of us still had elements in their hand 

to serve - me. I served the wafers to these other leaders in Swahili, and then picked up the wine, went to 

serve it... and realized I did not have the Swahili words. After a moment of hesitation, I said the words in 

English, and then I knelt at the rail to be served myself.  

 

Perhaps in another scenario I might have been ashamed or embarrassed or gotten down on myself for 

not being enough, but in that particular moment, I was much too grateful for our God who speaks to 

each through promises beyond language. My gifts with language may have felt insufficient to me in the 

moment, but the Good News is that is was never my own power that mattered in the first place, it was al-

ways reliant on the gift of God. The relationships, the bread, the wine, each provided sacred, holy space 

because of the God who was present within them, not because of anything I could or could not do. It is 

true that we each possess a variety of Spiritual Gifts to use in our lives following Christ, but how wonderful 

to remember the gift of grace that is offered to all through Jesus Christ. A gift that is offered as a constant 

companion and foundation, so that even when we feel like we have failed with our own gifts, we always 

have a God who was there all along, grounding us in promises of grace.  
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Ashley Rosa -Ruggieri  

Trinity Lutheran, Wauseon  

 

 "Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 

Spirit, and there are varieties of services but the 

same Lord, and there are varieties of activities, 

but it is the same God who activates all of 

them in everyone, To each is given the mani-

festation of the Spirit for the common good."  
¿ +~ªs|®rs^|« ¿ÀÐÂ-Å 
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Foursome Team Scramble 

Saturday, September 23, 2023 
Chippewa Golf Club 
23550 St. Rt. 579, Curtice, OH  43412 

8:00 amðRegistration 
9:00 amðShot Gun Start 

$65 per player 
    18 holes with cart 
            Includes meal 

  

twL½9{   twL½9{ 
twL½9{ 

For more information: call Tom 419-836-8028 or 419-205-1942 

  

Proceeds to benefit St. John Good Samaritan Fund 
(Good Samaritan Fund assists with emergency requests from individuals and families of the community.) 

  

All Golfers Welcome and Needed! 

 

11th Annual Benevolence Golf Outing 
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Saturday, September 23, 2023ï Chippewa Golf Club 

 
 

FOURSOME REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Name ____________________________________ Phone # ________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you like to be contacted about next yearôs golf outing?  _______ Yes ______ No 
 
 
Name ____________________________________ Phone # ________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you like to be contacted about next yearôs golf outing?  _______ Yes ______ No 
 
 
Name ____________________________________ Phone # ________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you like to be contacted about next yearôs golf outing?  _______ Yes ______ No 
 
 
Name ____________________________________ Phone # ________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you like to be contacted about next yearôs golf outing?  _______ Yes ______ No 
 
 

Sign up soon!  You may drop this form off at the St. John Williston Church Office or mail to 
 St. John Lutheran Church  PO Box 235  Williston, Ohio  43468.  For more info call 419-836-8028 

11th Annual Benevolence Golf Outing 
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