
                                                         

 

 

Ask the Pastor 1 

Reverse Advent  2 

Thanks/Memorials 3 

All Saints’ Memorials 4 

Poinsettias/Altar 
Flowers 

5 

WELCA/Thankoffering 6 

Community 
Thanksgiving Worship 
and Fellowship Meal 

7 

St. John Kid’s Page 8 

Dartball/ Prayers 9 

Stars/Blessings/Advent 
Program at SJRR 

10 

Blood Drive at St. John 11 

November 
Stewardship 

12 

Council Highlights 13 

Finance Ministry 14 

November 
Celebrations 

15 

Worship Helpers 16 

November Calendar 17 

Inside this issue 

 



 



 

St. John Family, 
Isaiah 46:4 

God says, “I have helped you through harder 
days before.  I will help you through this one 
too.  Trust Me.” 
This verse has such meaning when we are 
faced with hard days.  I thank Pastor 
O’Brien, family and friends for their cards, 
prayers and support during my recent 
procedure.  All went well and I am gaining 
strength and healing every day.  I am blessed 
to be surrounded by so many caring loved 
ones.  Thank you. 
                   Shirley Berger 
 
Pastor Shawn and St. John, 
Thank you for allowing us to host our 
wedding at St. John.  It was a blessing to 
have our wedding in the church where I grew 
up. 
       Anna (Mazur) Tomor 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the 
Annual Trunk or Treat!  We had a great time 
and lots of children (and adults) from the 
church and community participated.   

 
Blanket Ladies, 
Thank you to the blanket ladies for all the 
wonderful quilts donated to the LIGHT 
Neighborhood Pantry at Elliston Zion.   Every 
family who visited our pantry in October was 
able to receive a new blanket for the cold 
weather!   What a blessing!   
             LisaAnne 

 

In Memory of Mary Harmeyer 
Cara McMillan 
Amy Perry (Genoa Class of 1976) 
 
 
In Memory of Clifford Bury 
Al & Traci Brown 
Richard & Barbara Fox 
Ronald & Elizabeth Bedra 
Jim Schimming 
Denny & Rosemarie Dickinson 
 
 
In Memory of Carolyn Lasseter 
Al & Traci Brown 
Leroy & Bonnie Williams 
Noel & Marie Heisler 
Kim & Ben Sommers 
Larry & Francie Bondy 
Donna Mathews 
Jack & Jill Mathews 
Jane Phillips 
Doris Titgemeyer 
Darlene Carstensen & family 
Tim & Cebie Titgemeyer 
Jim & Mona Vogelbacher 
Karl & Roberta Orians 
Steve & Carol Jensen 
Judy Yockey 
Dave & Deanna Neuman 
Karen Jeffers 
Linda Schlievert 
Kent & Evie Delventhal 
Lenore Harmeyer 
Robert & Diane Kapp 
Duane & Tami Tailford 
Dave & Jennie Hodulik 
John & Helen Meyer 
Merle & Shirley Berger 
JoElaine Schimming 
Gary & LisaAnne Gregg 
Ben & Robin Perkins 
Alice Siglar 
Jim Schimming 
Margaret Berger 
Janice Sheahan 
Denny & Rosemarie Dickinson 
Carole Beamer 
Dennis & Cindy Hartman 
Lowell & Diane Hartman 
The LIGHT Neighborhood Pantry/EZUMC 
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Pastor Shawn O’Brien 

Home Telephone: 

419-378-1112 

Em   :               
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Saturday Worship 

at 5:00 PM 

 

Adult Class and 

Confirmation Class 8:30 AM 

Sunday School for the 

Kids 3-5th grade  9:00 AM 

 

Sunday Worship 

9:45 AM 

 

Deadline for the 

December 2026 newsletter is 

Monday, Nov. 23rd  at 9 AM 

Please send articles and/or 

information to 

office@stjohnwilliston.org. 

 

 
“Creating and nurturing life 

changing  relationships based 
on the love of God in  Jesus 

Christ, so that we may grow 
in faith, serve God and serve 

our neighbor.” 

 

LisaAnne Gregg,  

Office Administrator 

Church Office Hours 

M-T-W  9 AM to 3 PM 

Thurs. hours may vary 

Office closed on Fridays 

mailto:office@stjohnwilliston.org


 

All Saints' Day celebration ha 

 

 

 

 

All Saints’ Day has a long history in the worship life of the Christian Church. It 

began as a commemoration of the martyrs who had died for the faith, and it has 

since become a day when we honor and remember those who, in death, have 

joined the Church Triumphant, as well as the faithful saints of the present who 

serve Jesus Christ. Martin Luther held that all Christians are simultaneously 

sinner and saint--a sinner because of our rebellious nature, but a saint because of 

salvation in Jesus.   The family of St. John remembers those who have passed in 

the last year.  

 

Madonna Bury * Elaine Gruetter 

Robert Joehlin* Eugene Bihn 

Shirley Crosskill* Mary Jane Harmeyer 

Clifford Bury* Carolyn Lasseter 

  
 Let us pray...  

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the 

mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment,  

and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.    



 Amen 
  

 

 

ORDER DEADLINE FOR POINSETTAS  
Sunday, NOVEMBER 15TH  

Please place this order form and payment in an envelope marked 
with your name and “Poinsettia” in the offering plate, or drop your 

payment off at the church office. 
Please make checks out to St. John. 

The deadline to order live poinsettias is 
  NOVEMBER 15TH.  No late orders please! 

Poinsettias will be red or white with 5 blooms or more. 
 

Quantity 
  
                $10.00 each  = Total Amount Enclosed: $    
  
1)  In Loving Memory:       
  
or In honor of:        
  
Type:  Red White Virtual   (circle one) 
  
  
2)  In Loving Memory:       
  
or In honor of:        
  
Type:  Red White   

  

  
3)  In Loving Memory:       
  
or In honor of:        
  
Type:  Red White   
  

Purchaser’s name:      

  

Phone:        

 

Plants will be ready for pick up following  
Christmas Eve  Services at St. John. 

  

     will be posted soon.   

The Altar Flower sign up chart will be posted on the door 
across from the main stairwell.   
We will continue to order our Altar and Chancel Flowers 
from Hirzel’s Florist as we have for years and years.   In 
2027, the cost of the Altar Flowers will be $30.00 and the 
cost of the round Chancel bouquets will remain at 
$20.00.   
Order slips are available under the sign-up chart.  Please 
remember to fill out the form and submit it with payment 
to the office or drop it in the offering plate when you sign 
up.  (Orders are placed weeks before they are needed).  
We cannot order flowers or make your dedication in the 
bulletin if we don’t have the form/payment.  Thank you for 
helping to make our sanctuary so beautiful for worship!   

  2027 ALTAR FLOWER ORDER 
  
Date for flowers___________________________ 
  
(   ) ALTAR FLOWERS                  $ 30.00 
  
(   )  CHANCEL BOUQUET              $ 20.00 
  

  

    MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 

St. John Lutheran Church 

And place in the offering plate or drop off at the office 

with order form.  

  
  
(  ) In honor of_________________________________ 
  
(  ) In memory of_______________________________ 
  
(  ) In celebration of____________________________ 
  
  
By: ____________________________________________ 
  

(  ) I will pick up my flowers after church. 
(  )  Please give the flowers to one of our 
hospitalized or homebound.    
*Please turn in this slip at the time you sign 

up on the flower chart.  Flowers are 
ordered a week or more in advance and 
cannot be ordered without this slip and 

payment.     Thank you! 

  

 2027 ALTAR FLOWERS 

The sign-up chart will be  



 

 

The month of November is designated as 
THANKOFFERING Month by the WELCA.   

Special envelopes are in your November Forerunner 
and will be available in the Sanctuary throughout the 
month of November.  

THANKOFFERING monies are used for scholarships, 
grants for local projects and global ministries, creating 
resources for women’s spiritual growth. 

This tradition has been a long standing custom among 
Lutheran women dating back to the early 1800’s.  
Women set aside small amounts of money throughout 
the year in response to moments of grace or gratitude.  
It is a beautiful way to combine a personal spiritual 
practice of gratitude with  financial support for the vital 
work of the Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America.  

Thank YOU for your support of the WELCA.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 8th Annual Williston Community 

Christmas Tree Lighting & Meal 

  

Saturday, November 28th-5 PM  
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We will be collecting donations of paper products and 

personal items for Nightingale’s Harvest. 
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Much of the cutting, sewing and finishing is done at home.  We 
meet each Tuesday morning at 9 to about 11:30 to tie.  An average 
of 10 ladies meet each week.  We want to thank all of those who 
purchased raffle tickets this year, bid on an item or gave a donation.  
This year’s winners are:  Kevin Schimming, Valarie Baumbach, 
Janice Sheahan, Robert Orians, Amy Schloegl and Amy Bihn.  The 
auction quilts went to Janice Sheahan, Dan Berger and Jill Kovacs.  
Also, a big thank you to all who showed up to help display and take 
down the blankets.  This was a big job but was done in record time!  
We have also been fortunate to receive funds from Thrivent Action 
Team dollars.  With that support and the money raised, we will 
again be able to finish many blankets next year.  We invite everyone 
to come and help!  Fabric and sheets of any size are welcomed 
donations.  Be sure to look at the bulletin board across from the 
lounge as we have been featured in at least 5 different newspapers.  
Each blanket is made with love and given with love! 

Blanket Ministry Update  
This year has been very busy for our 
Blanket Ladies.  They completed a total 
of 467 blankets.  Many have been given 
or sold throughout the year. After 
displaying, they were sorted and taken 
to 10 different local charities.  We also 
sent 20 fabric kits and blankets to 
Lutheran World Relief.   

We will be updating our prayer chain beginning January 1, 2027.  
We have two lists, one via phone calls and one via email.  If you 

are presently on either one and wish to remain. 
.you need to do nothing. 

If you would like to be added, we need your name, email and 
phone number. 

There is no need to respond to the email prayer requests…just 
pray.  On the phone list, you will need to pass the prayer on to 

the next person on the list. 
If you would like to be added, please contact Margaret Berger at 
419-340-2150 or email her at dmberger24@gmail.com. We will 

send you a copy of the lists.    
Please notify us of your changes or additions 

 by December 10th. 

mailto:dmberger24@gmail.com


 



 



Join the St. John Dartball Team! 

Dartball begins November 3rd! 

  

Get those pitching arms ready!  

 Join us for fun on  Tuesday nights when the  

Western Ottawa County  

Dartball League begins its new season. 

  

Nov 3 at Elmore St. Paul  7:30 PM 

Nov. 10 at HOME 7:30 PM 

Nov. 17 at HOME 7:30 PM 

Nov. 24 at Elliston Trinity UCC  7:30 PM  

 

All are welcome.  No experience is needed.   

All are welcome to come and cheer  

on our St. John Team, too! 

We need more players!! 

  

See or call Jeff Schimming   

419-356-3552 or Mike Haeft 419-345-0113 for more info! 
  

 

 

Each Sunday, we will pray for one of 
our churches, our Bishop and our 

faithful church leaders.  
 

Nov. 1-Hosanna (Grand Rapids) 
Nov. 8-St. Paul (Marblehead) 

Nov. 15-Salem-Grace (Luckey) 
Nov. 22-Sonfire (Pemberville)  

Nov. 29-Zion, Luckey 
Dec. 6-St. John-Marblehead 
Dec. 13- St. Peter-Blackberry 
Dec. 20- St. John-Oak Harbor 
Dec. 27-St. Paul-Oak Harbor 

 

Please join The 
North Central 

Conference of the 
NWOS of the 

ELCA in praying 
for each 

congregation in 
our conference.   

 

 



Shopping with the Stars….Coming soon! 
Just pick a star or take a gift list from the table located in the 

 narthex and purchase a gift for one of our neighbors at  
The Luther Home of Mercy 

  
 No Wrapping Needed!! 

Return to church by Sunday, December 6th 
  

Most are inexpensive but bring great joy to the residents!  
  

 

 

 



 

 

Help is 
needed! 

Please 
volunteer 

your time to 
help make 
this blood 

drive a 
success! 

There is a 
sign up sheet 

next to the 
Pastor’s 
Office.   



 

 

New Windows at the South Entrance!  

Have you noticed the beautiful new windows (16) above 
our south entrance double doors? Located on the fourth 
floor near the elevator, these new windows replace the old, 
double-pane ones that had been leaking for several years.  
We are so grateful to have this project completed to resolve 
this long-standing issue.  If you would like to help fund this 
important building update, please place your gift in an 
envelope marked "Building - Window Fund." Thank you for 
your continued generosity, faithful stewardship and care for 
our church home.  

 

If you have a Thrivent Action Team grant that you 
have not yet used in 2026, please contact Diane 
Gerkensmeyer for projects still 
available.  Please note that our grants will need 
to be used before the end of the year or we will 
lose them for 2026.  Any Thrivent Action Team 
grant for 2026 cannot be carried over to 
2027.  You will have new Thrivent Action team 
grants available as of January 1, 2027.  In 2027 
you may use the grants available at that time. 

 

St. John will be supporting the “Reformation Day of 
Giving” and the NWOS Annual Fund through the 
month of November.  If you would like to donate 
through St. John, simply write REFORMATION on 

your check or envelope. 



 



 

 

Saturdays 5:00pm Sundays 9:45 am 

Ushers Ushers 

5– Ron Gerkensmeyer 6-Jim Vogelbacher 

12-Tim & Deb Hepner 13– Titgemeyer’s 

19– Jack Mathews 20—Diana Lambert 

26 – Buhrow Family 27– Jim Vogelbacher 

Lectors Lectors 

5- Nancy Strohscher 6– Roland Sandrock 

12– Beverly Harder 13-Tim Titgemeyer 

19-Amy Schloegl 20-Cebie Titgemeyer 

26– Jonah D. 27-Diana Lambert 

Acolytes Acolytes 

5– Jonah 6-Makenna 

12-Trenton 13-Rylie 

19-Pierce 20-Ellie 

26-Jonah 27-Rylan 

Communion Communion 

5– No Communion 6– No Communion 

12–  Carol Vargo 13-Kellie Ulrich 

19-Jo Elaine Schimming 19-Pam LaRue 

26– Al & Traci Brown 27-Robin Perkins 

Worship Assistants 

We always have a need for more worship assistants to be added to our rotating list of helpers!  Call the 
office or let Pastor know if you would like more information on how YOU can serve the Lord in worship! 
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Worship with us… 
In person and Online at 
https://www.youtube.com/ 
@StJohnWilliston 

Worship Times 
Saturday: Contemporary Worship 5 PM 
Sunday: Adult/Confirmation Classes 8:30 AM 
Sunday School for kids- 9:00 AM 
Sunday: Traditional Worship 9:45 AM 
 

St. John Lutheran Church 

21140 W. Toledo Street 

Williston, Ohio 

Corner of Main and Toledo Street 

 

T        :  

 419 836 5514 

  m   : 

      @  j   w           g 

w      : 

www.stjohnwilliston.org 

 

Pastor Shawn O’Brien 

Email: 

pastorobrien@stjohnwilliston.org 

 

 

At St. John…we are 
“Creating and nurturing life 

changing  relationships based 
on the love of God in  Jesus 

Christ, so that we may grow in 
faith, serve God and serve our 

neighbor.” 
 

LisaAnne Gregg,  

Office Administrator 

Church Office Hours 

M-T-W  9 AM to 3 PM 

Thurs. hours may vary 

Office closed on Fridays 

https://www.youtube.com/
mailto:office@stjohnwilliston.org

