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------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Easter  Sunday                                                         March 31, 2024 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PRELUDE                                              Choir Anthem-Christ is Risen, Alleluia! 
 
BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  
Let us confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to 
forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
                                                    Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 
P: Most merciful God... 
C: have mercy on us. We confess to you that we have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not trusted you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved one another in deed and in truth. In your  
compassion forgive our sin and so uphold us by your Spirit that we 
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our 
light and our truth. Amen. 
 
P: With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in 
love, forgives you all your sin and grants your newness of life in Jesus Christ. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
GATHERING SONG  Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain     Hymn #363 
                     (alternate tune) 
GREETING AND KYRIE: 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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    Assistant: For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the  
    unity of all… (refrain) ↑ 
 
 
    Assistant: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for  
    the strength to live your Word… (refrain) ↑ 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:   O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our            
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of 
death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the 
joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING                                                                Acts 10:34-43 
Peter began to speak to the gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no  
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in    
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him 
on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who 
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives            
forgiveness of sins through his name." 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord….  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                                         1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I pro-
claimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through 
which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I        
proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. For I handed on to 
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you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was 
raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared 
to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred 
brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some 
have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as 
to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the      
apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of 
God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not 
been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was 
not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so 
we proclaim and so you have come to believe.   
 
L:   The Word of the Lord…    C:  Thanks be to God 
 

 
P: Holy Gospel according to St. Mark                             
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL                                                                                     Mark 16:1-8 
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early 
on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the 
tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us 
from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone, 
which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, 
they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and 
they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, 
there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is go-
ing ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” So they 
went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; 
and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.  
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord…     C: Praise to you, O Christ  
 

GOSPEL SONG                        He is Not Here                             St. John Choir 
 
 

SERMON                                                  Pastor Shawn O’Brien 
 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY        Jesus Christ is Risen Today             Hymn # 365 
 
 

NICENE CREED 
ALL: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made 
man.  For our sake he was  crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he  ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his  kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He 
has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

P: God of Grace,  

C: hear our prayer.  

 

OFFERING PRAYER                         
P: Risen One, 
C: You call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the gifts that we offer 

here be signs of your abiding love.  Form us to be your witnesses 
in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  Amen.  
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Leader: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the       
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who 
gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in 
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 



 11 



12  



 13 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  

 Amen 
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HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
P: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.  Come 
and eat at God’s table.  
C: Amen. 

Welcome! 
St. John practices “open communion”.  All who are baptized and instructed are welcome to share the 

Lord’s Supper with us today.  Starting with the right side of the church, followed by the left when they 

are finished, the Pastor will distribute the bread and the communion assistant will serve the wine.  We 

will also have pre-sealed elements  available for those who would prefer the more hygienic option (or 

those who wish to receive grape juice instead of wine).  Indicate to the Pastor that you would like  pre-

sealed elements and skip the wine server.  Those who wish to receive a blessing should indicate their 

wishes to the Pastor by crossing their arms over their chest.  
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3. 

4. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P:  Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us 
with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 
C: Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C:  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P:  The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope bless you now and always. 
C: Amen 
 
SENDING SONG                    Thine is the Glory                    Hymn #376 
  
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 


