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                                 ñDoes God really óforgive and forgetô?ò 

I once heard a story about a German family who adopted a boy after the war.  

When they found him, he was an orphan; dirty, ragged, with shoes full of 

holes.  They gave him new clothes and new shoes, but they kept the old ones 

on a shelf.  Whenever the boy misbehaved, his father would pull them down 

and remind him how bad things once were, and how much the family had 

done for him. 

When the pastor came to visit, 

the boy sat in shame. And the 

pastor thought to himself, What 

a blessing it is that God does 

not continually drag out our 

old shoes. 

Thatôs the good news.  Jesus tells of a shepherd who leaves ninety-nine sheep 

to find the one that was lost, and a woman who sweeps her house to find one 

coin.  And when the lost is found, there is great joy.  

Notice something important: in these parables, it isnôt the sheep who find the 

shepherd, or the coin who rolls its way back to the woman.  It is the shepherd 

who searches.  It is the woman who seeks.  It is God who comes looking for 

us. 

We often think, If I repent, then God will forgive me.  But Jesus flips that 

around.  We donôt repent in order to be forgiven.  We repent because we     

already are forgiven.  Repentance isnôt the price ï itôs the response. 

Thatôs who we are: forgiven people.  Lost and found.  Sheep carried home on 

the shoulders of a joyful shepherd.  Coins held high in celebration. 

WE are the ones who refuse to forget.  We keep dragging down our old shoes.  

We replay our sins and failures when God has already let them go.  We hold 

othersô past against them even though God does not hold ours against us.  God 

doesnôt keep score, and neither should we.  

Friends, the good news is this: God has searched, God has found, God has  

forgiven.  And all of heaven is rejoicing.  God chooses not to remember our 

sin.  That is how completely forgiven we are.      

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ά!ǎƪ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊέΣ .ƛōƭƛŎŀƭΣ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭΣ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΣ         

ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŀ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀƴŘ ƳŜ ŀ ƴƻǘŜΣ ŀǎƪ ƳŜ ŀƊŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǎŜƴŘ ŀƴ      

Ŝ-ƳŀƛƭΣ ƻǊ ǎƴŜŀƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƊŜǊ ŘŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎƭȅ ǎƭƛŘŜ ŀ ǎŜŀƭŜŘ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ƴȅ ƻŶŎŜ 

ŘƻƻǊΦ  LŦ L ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǇǊƛƴǘΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ŀǎƪ ƳŜ ǘƻΦ 
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The Forerunner 
is published monthly 

by St. John Lutheran Church 
21140 W. Toledo Street 
Williston, Ohio 

Corner of Main and Toledo Street 
 

Telephone:  419-836-5514 
e-mail:  

 office@stjohnwilliston.org 
 

www.stjohnwilliston.org 
 

Pastor Shawn OôBrien 
Home Telephone:  
 419-378-1112 
ĕÀĜġĉĘĉÌĘê×Ă 

ƒĜġõĉçĂĳêûûêĜġĉĂūĉĘâ 
 

 Fall/Winter Worship 
Saturday at 5:00 PM 

 
Adult Sunday School and  
Confirmation Class 
Sunday 8:30 AM 

Sunday School for ages 3 thru 5th 
grade every Sunday at 9 AM 
Sunday Worship 9:45 AM 

 
Deadline for the  

March 2026 newsletter is  
Monday, February 16th 
Please send articles and/or 

 information to  
office@stjohnwilliston.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ȱ#ÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÎÕÒÔÕÒÉÎÇ ÌÉÆÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ  
ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ 
ÉÎ  *ÅÓÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ  ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÍÁÙ ÇÒÏ× 

ÉÎ ÆÁÉÔÈȟ  ÓÅÒÖÅ 'ÏÄ ÁÎÄ  
ÓÅÒÖÅ ÏÕÒ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒȢȱ 

LisaAnne Gregg  
Office Admin. 
9amð3pm   
M-T-W 
Thurs. hours       
may vary 
Office closed  
on Friday  

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING  Feb. 7th and 8th 
 

Super Bowl of Caring is a youth-inspired movement working to 
tackle hunger in our nation. St. John will participate in this event 
by collecting money for the Genoa Food Pantry. There will be a 

soup kettle for donations in the church sanctuary on  
February 7th and 8th 

 You can also drop off or mail your donation to the church office.  
Checks may be made payable to St. John.   

We will also be taking donations of non-perishable, non-expired 
food items for the BLESSING BOX at St. John.     

The greatest needs are:  Peanut Butter, Hearty Canned Soup, 
Canned Pasta (like Ravioli or Spaghetti-Os, side dishes (Lipton 
sides, stuffing mix), canned fruit, ramen noodles, kid friendly     
boxes of cereal and snacks.  Thank you for being a blessing! 
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Thank You, St. John! 
Thank you for your ongoing support of the LIGHT Neighborhood Pantry at Elliston Zion!  
It has taken a while, but we are pleased to announce that the LIGHT MOBILE Food Pantry 
is on the road!  Our first visit to the Elmore Retirement Village was a great success with 20 
new visitors-most who lack transportation to visit the main pantry.  The mobile pantry is  

fully stocked, complete with a refrigerator, fully stocked shelves including milk, bread, eggs, 
meat and personal hygiene items.  We couldnõt have done it without you!   

Watch for more destinations to come!   

CHANGES TO WINTER WEATHER POLICY 

*If Ottawa County is under a Level 2 or 

 Level 3 Snow Emergency,  

we will not have worship or any other church related  

activities until the emergency has  been cancelled.   

*If Ottawa County is under a Level 1 Snow  

Emergency,we will still hold worship and activities for 

those who can travel safely.  Please consider your    

safety and the safety of others on the road when you 

decide to venture out into the weather.   

Please be careful out there this winter season!  

 

 Kă `ØĂĊęĻ Ċâ `ÁÔĊăăÁ -ĦęĻ 
 

VĥÓĹŬ 4ĉĥâ ÀĂÓ 4ÀĲêÓ BĘÀĂÍø 
VÀĂ×ġ ZĹĉĂĜ 

X×ĲêĂ ÀĂÓ XÀġçĹ Bĉĸ 
4ÀĲ× ÀĂÓ ZĉĘ× ¯ÀĘĂø× 

!ĘĂĉûÓ ÀĂÓ -ÀĘÌÀĘÀ -ĘĉĜĜêÀ 
ZûĉĹÓ ÀĂÓ H×êÓê ZêĂÓ 
~ç× s×ġĘĉł BÀāêûĹ 
X×ĲêĂ ÀĂÓ XĘêĜ vĥ×ÓĹ 
HĉĳÀĘÓ ÀĂÓ VÀÍøê× XêÓÓ 
`êø× ÀĂÓ zç×ĘĘĹ sçêûûêĕĜ 
zÍĉġġ ÀĂÓ 4×ÌĘÀ 8āā×ġġ 
zġ×Ĳ×Ă ÀĂÓ Vĥûê× `êûû×Ę 
KĲÀĂ ÀĂÓ !āê× `Ĺ×ĘĜ 

.ÀĘĉû `êûû×Ę 
~êā ÀĂÓ VÀĂ×ġ X××á× 

-ÀĘÌŬ `ÀĘøŬ XÀĹûÀ ÀĂÓ BÀĹ× ¯ĉûá 
-êûû ÀĂÓ CêĂĂĹ `Àĥġ×Ę 
4ĉĂ zÀġøĉĳĜøê 

¯Àûġ ÀĂÓ VĥÓĹ `×çû×Ę 
Z×Ĝ ÀĂÓ `ÀĘġçÀ Zêāā×Ę 
Vêā ÀĂÓ `ĉĂÀ ®ĉâ×ûÌÀÍç×Ę 
VĉçĂ ÀĂÓ V×ĜĜêÍÀ BÀĘĘ 

 

Kâ ĺĉĥĘ ãëâġ ĴÁĜ ëĂÁÔĳØĘġØĂġûĺ ûØâġ ĉŃ ġèØ ûëĜġŏ ĕûØÁĜØ  
ÎĉĂġÁÎġ ġèØ ÎèĥĘÎè ĉńÎØŎ  

  
 
 

Thank you to Bob and Todd 
Kapp and Paul  
Fredericksen for keeping 
our parking lot and side-
walks clear in this winter 
season! 

                             

 

 

`ÁĘø µĉĥĘ .ÁûØĂÔÁĘœ   gĥĘ ĂØĹġ !Ôĥûġ ZĥġèØĘ ZØÁãĥØ ~Ęëĕœ 
gĂ `ÁĘÎè ǁǀ ĴØ Ĵëûû āØØġ Áġ ġèØ ÎèĥĘÎè Áġ ǁǀŐǀǀÁ ġĉ ġĘÁĳØû ġĉ 4ØÁĘÍĉĘĂŏ `K 
âĉĘ ûĥĂÎè Áġ Á ûĉÎÁû ĘØĜġÁĥĘÁĂġ Ţ~-4 ş ûĉĉøëĂã âĉĘ ĜĉāØġèëĂã ëĂ ġèØ Ɔǁǅ-Ɔǂǀ 
ĘÁĂãØţ ÁĂÔ ĜĕØĂÔ Á âØĴ èĉĥĘĜ ØĹĕûĉĘëĂã ġèØ HØĂĘĺ BĉĘÔ  `ĥĜØĥāŎ  ̄ Ø Ĵëûû 
ÍØ ĘØĂġëĂã Á ĳÁĂ âĉĘ ġèØ ÔÁĺ ġèÁġ ÎÁĂ èĉûÔ ǁǅ ĕÁĜĜØĂãØĘĜŎ  ~èØ ÎĉĜġ ġĉ ĘëÔØ 
Ĵëġè ĥĜ ëĜ Ɔǁǅ Ţĺĉĥ āÁĺ   ÁûĜĉ ġĘÁĳØû ëĂ ĺĉĥĘ ĉĴĂ ĳØèëÎûØţŎ  8ĂġĘĺ ġĉ ġèØ āĥŝ
ĜØĥā ëĜ ƆǃǄŎǀǀ ĉĘ ƆǃǀŎǅǀ âĉĘ ĜØĂëĉĘĜ ŢġèĉĜØ ǆǂƉţŎ   Kâ ĺĉĥ ĴĉĥûÔ ûëøØ ġĉ 
ÁġġØĂÔŏ ÎĉĂġÁÎġ ġèØ ÎèĥĘÎè ĉńÎØ ġĉ ĜëãĂ-ĥĕŎ  Ɔǁǅ ÔØĕĉĜëġ ĘØĜØĘĳØĜ ĺĉĥĘ Ĝĕĉġ 
ëĂ ġèØ ĳÁĂŎ  BëĂÁû ĕÁĺāØĂġ ëĜ ÔĥØ Íĺ ġèØ ØĂÔ ĉâ BØÍĘĥÁĘĺŎ  sûØÁĜØ ëĂÔëÎÁġØ ëâ 
ĺĉĥ ĴĉĥûÔ ûëøØ Á ĘëÔØ ÁĂÔ ĴèëÎè āĥĜØĥā ġëÎøØġ ĺĉĥ Ĵëûû ĂØØÔŎ  BĉĘ āĉĘØ 
ëĂâĉĘāÁġëĉĂŏ ĕûØÁĜØ ÎÁûû ĉĘ ĜØØ sÁĜġĉĘ gŭ-ĘëØĂŎ   
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Circle and Board Meetings 

FEBRUARY 2026  
 

ESTHER CIRCLE:   Tuesday, February 3, 2:00 p.m. 
 Bible Study:       Evalyn Witty 
  
  
REBEKAH CIRCLE: Tuesday, February 3,  7:00 p.m. 
 Bible Study:    Nancy Strohscher 
 
 

Coming Up! 
WELCA Board will be serving the Lenten Lunch on 

Weds. February 25th 
 

The Esther Circle will be serving the Lenten Lunch on 
Weds. March 4th 

 
The Rebekah Circle will be serving the Lenten Lunch 

on March 11th 

Blessing the World and Serving the Lord..  
                                            One Stitch at a Time!  

 
BAKE SALE!! 
 Sat. Feb. 14h 
 Sun. Feb. 15th 
 (before and  
after services) 
 

Surprise your Valentine with 
 something sweet and/or treat  

him/her to dinner!    
 
Surprise your Valentine with something 
sweet and/or treat her to dinner.  

St. John WELCA is sponsoring a bake 
sale the weekend of   
February 14 and 15.  

 We will have pies (by-the-piece);    
cookies (many varieties, including heart  
sugar cookies); specialty breads 

(including zucchini, blueberry, apricot 
and more); individual servings of         

lasagna and macaroni and cheese; and 
added for this year we will have        
Cinnamon Rolls and MORE.   

Tables will be in the cloister and by the 
parking lot doors.  

Buy now -- eat now or freeze for later.   
The Thrivent Action Team program is  
underwriting part of the costs.   

A portion of the proceeds will be shared 
with local charities.   

ALL Ladies of St. John -- we'd love to 
have you join us for baking on       
Friday, February 13, at 9:00 a.m.  
 No need to bring anything. 

  Lunch will be provided. 
We will also gladly accept any home-
made goodies that you might like to  

donate.  

gĂ× VÀĂĥÀĘĹ Őŏġç ÀĂÓ ŐŐġçŬ ĳ× ĳ×ûÍĉā× 
ŐŖ Ă×ĳ  ā×āÌ×ĘĜ êĂġĉ ġç× zġū VĉçĂ  

.ĉĂâĘ×âÀġêĉĂÀû BÀāêûĹū 
¯×ûÍĉā× ġĉŭ 

 

zç×ĘĘĹ -×ĥÍû×Ę Ŷ  .ûêłĉĘÓ -ĥĘĹ 
4ÀĲêÓ -×ÍøāÀĂ  Ŷ  .ÀĘĉû .ĉĘû 

ZÀĘĘĹ 4ĉāêĂêėĥ× Ɠ C×ĘĘĹ 4ĉāêĂêėĥ× 
sÀġĘêÍø 8ÀĘûĹ Ɠ X×ûûĹ `ÀÍĳê×õÍľĹø 
~êā H×ĕĂ×Ę Ɠ 4×Ì H×ĕĂ×Ę 

.çÀĘû×Ă× Hĉĉġ 
-ĉÌ Vĉ×çûêĂ Ɠ `ÀĘĹ VÀĂ× Vĉ×çûêĂ 
CÀĘĹ ZÀāÌ×Ęġ  Ŷ  -×Ĳ×ĘûĹ `ÀĘĜç 
sÀġ zĂêÓ×Ę  Ŷ  Vĉ!ĂĂ× ~Ę×ê×Ę 

 

 ̄ ×ûÍĉā× ġĉ ġç× zġū VĉçĂ BÀāêûĹŰ  
 Kġ âêĲ×Ĝ ĥĜ âĘ×Àġ ĕû×ÀĜĥĘ× ġçÀġ Ĺĉĥ çÀĲ×      
ÍçĉĜ×Ă ġĉ Í×û×ÌĘÀġ× ġç× âĘÀÍ× ĉá ĉĥĘ ZĉĘÓ 
ĳêġç ĥĜ Àġ zġū VĉçĂŰ  µĉĥĘ ĕĘ×Ĝ×ĂÍ× êĂ ĉĥĘ 
ÍĉĂâĘ×âÀġêĉĂ êĜ ġĘĥûĹ À Ìû×ĜĜêĂâ ÀĂÓ ĳ× ûĉĉø 
áĉĘĳÀĘÓ ġĉ ĕĘÀĹêĂâŬ Í×û×ÌĘÀġêĂâ ÀĂÓ  

ĳĉĘĜçêĕĕêĂâ ĳêġç Ĺĉĥ áĉĘ Ĺ×ÀĘĜ ġĉ Íĉā×Ű   
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 Souper Bowl of Caring Chili and Soup Lunch and  
Annual Ping- Pong Tournament!  

.ǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΣ ŦƻƻŘ 
ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦΦΦŀƴŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ 

  [LDI¢ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ ŀǘ 9ƭƭƛǎǘƻƴ ½ƛƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [LDI¢ ah.L[9 tŀƴǘǊȅΣ ǘƻƻΗ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ уǘƘ ŀǘ ммΥол !a 

 

9ƭƭƛǎǘƻƴ ½ƛƻƴ ¦a/  мулпр ²Φ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ {ǘ-DǊŀȅǘƻǿƴ ό9ƭƭƛǎǘƻƴύ  
ƻũ 9ƭƭƛǎǘƻƴ-¢ǊƻǿōǊƛŘƎŜ wŘΦ  {ŜŜ [ƛǎŀ!ƴƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦ 

                            Church & Community Blood Drive  
 

St. John Lutheran Church  
21140 W. Toledo St. (SR 579)  
Williston, Ohio 43468  

 
Friday March 6, 2025 * NOON to 5 PM  

 
Appointments are encouraged!  Please make your appointment today  

at www.redcrossblood.org  
Or by calling 1-800-RED CROSS  

This will be a POWER RED Collection site!   

Power Red: A Power Red donation collects the red cells but returns most of the plasma and platelets to the donor.           
These donors must meet specific eligibility requirements and have type A Neg, B Neg, or O blood. 

Volunteers to help man the blood drive are also needed!  
 We can use help in the kitchen, help preparing a light meal or snacks and people to escort and greet our donors.   

Please see or call Robin Perkins for more details.  

We are always     
accepting donations 
of non perishable-un 
expired, unopened 
food items!   There is 
a donation box at the 
front door. Thanks! 

On February 14 following worship  
(6:00p ) we will have a Euchre Tournament!   
Bring your preferred drink and an appetizer or light snack to share; don't 
forget to invite a friend. We will have food, fellowship, and the rules of 
the tournament will be explained.   If you would like to attend, sign-up 
next to Pastor O'Brien's office door.  (We need to know how many are 
playing to plan the bracket).   If you have any questions, contact Pastor. 
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   News around St. John! 

Join the St. John Dartball Team! 
Get those pitching arms ready!  Join us for fun on  Tuesday nights   

at 7:30 PM as the Western Ottawa County Dartball League  
continues its season.  All are welcome.  No experience is needed.   
All are welcome to come and cheer on our St. John Team, too! 
See or call Jeff Schimming for more info.  419-224-2374 

 
Upcoming games:  

Tues. Feb. 3 at HOME vs. Millbury St. Paul  
Tues. Feb. 10 at Elmore St. Paul  

Tues. Feb. 17 at HOME vs Oak Harbor St. Paul 
Tues. Feb. 24th  BYE 

Tues. March 4 at HOME vs St John Rocky Ridge 

 McDonalds Breakfast  

Join us for breakfast and fellowship at the GENOA McDonaldõs on  
Wednesdays.  We will gather starting at 7:00 AM and if you are available, we 

would like to invite you to stop by and have breakfast with your St. John 
friends and family!   

St. John Prayer Chain is there for youé. 
ñWhatever you ask for in prayer with faith,  you will receive.ò   

 Matthew 21:22 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎΣ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ  ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΦ   LŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ 
ƴŜŜŘ ŀǊƛǎŜǎΣ  Ŏŀƭƭ tŀǎǘƻǊ hϥ.ǊƛŜƴ όŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜ пмф-оту-мммнύ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ όпмф-уос-ррмпύ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŎƘŀƛƴΦ   

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŀƴȅ ŜǊǊƻǊǎ ƛƴ 
ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ 

Join us for SUNDAY SCHOOL! 
Kids age 3 through 5th grade are welcome to join 

us every Sunday morning from 9-9:30 AM! 
We meet in the Sunday School rooms in the main hallway. 

There is something new every week! 
Invite a friend and join us this Sunday! 

Attention Thrivent Members: 
If you are Thrivent insurance or investment policy 
holder, our church may be eligible to earn Thrivent 
contributions to financially assist the efforts of our 
St. John congregation.  Please contact Diane            
Gerkensmeyer at rondiangerk@aol.com or               
419-276-3800 to learn how you can get Thrivent     
support for our church and St. John community.  

mailto:rondiangerk@aol.com
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Our Seven Faith Practices 
I will strive toé 
1. PRAY daily     
2. WORSHIP weekly 
3. READ and study the Bible 
4. SERVE at and beyond St. John  
5. INVITE others into a loving                              
relationship with Jesus 
6. GIVE of my time, talents, and resources 
7. ENCOURAGE spiritual growth in others  

Spring Cleaning for the Soul 
 

Ash Wednesday is February 18, 2026, and it 
marks the beginning of the 40 days of Lent. 
Lent hints of spring, a time when the earth  
begins to awaken from a winterõs nap, and 
new growth bursts forth all about us. 

More personally, it is an opportunity to enter 
into a springtime for our spirit. For centuries 
Christians have used the 40 days of Lent to 
seek spiritual growth. Sincere repentance, a 
changing of heart, casting off old sinful     
practices and seeking to commune with our 
creator help us go in the right direction. 
Spending serious time in silence and prayer 
focuses our attention. Reading spiritual         
literature, becoming more knowledgeable 
about the New Testament, meeting in small 
groups with other Christians to share person-
al stories of faith can all be immensely          
stimulating. Joining with others to serve the 
helpless and hopeless can strengthen our 
spiritual life. 

Lent is a time to let God do òspring cleaningó 
within us. Itõs our opportunity to allow God to 
help us toss out the òstuffó that hinders us 
and then freshen up the ònew creatureó we 
are meant to be as followers of Christ. 
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Kâ ÁăĻĊăØ ëăĢØęØĝĢØÔ ëă  
öĊëăëăã ĢèØ ÍØüü ÎèĊëę ÁăÔŷĊę 
ĝëăãëăã ĵëĢè ĢèØ ÎèĊëę Ģèëĝ 
ĻØÁęū ĖüØÁĝØ ÎĊăĢÁÎĢ  

-ØÎùëØ CĊüÔĝĢØëă Ċę ĝØØ èØę 
ÁâĢØę zĦăÔÁĻ ÎèĦęÎè  
ĝØęĴëÎØĝŪ sęÁÎĢëÎØĝ ÁęØ 
 !âĢØę  zĦăÔÁĻƉĝ ĝØęĴëÎØŪ  

¯Ø ÁüĝĊ ăØØÔ zÁĢĦęÔÁĻ zëăãŹ
Øęĝů zØØ ~ÁĂë ÁâĢØę  
zÁĢĦęÔÁĻ zØęĴëÎØĝŪ 

Our Blessing Box  
at St. John can always use your help! 

Our Blessing Box is used every day by our neighbors and friends  
in the Williston Community. It is filled almost everyday with 
canned food items, snacks, and personal hygiene items.  
We couldnôt do it without you!  Our most needed items are: 
Peanut Butter and Jelly, small boxed of cereal, toothpaste  
and toothbrushes, canned meat, ready to eat snacks, 

 Ramen noodles, Canned fruit, soup, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, 
bathroom tissue. 

(Please no expired items, no medicine, or glass jars, please) 
 

A special thank you to ALL those who keep the Blessing Box 
stocked everyday...especially Carolyn Lasseter and Marilyn      

Sandrock and Ron and Diane Gerkensmeyer and those who donate 
items every week!  Thank you for helping us serve our neighbors! 

Worship Assistants *Always Needed 
Always Appreciated! 
We SO appreciate the help we receive every week from our            
wonderful worship Assistants. Whether you read scripture, 
serve communion, usher or count the  offering...your actions 
are vital to our worship ministry! 
We are in need of additional worship assistants!   
If you would like to be added to the rotation, please call the 
office and we will gladly fill you in on the details! 

 

The ñBlanket Ladiesò gather to make quilts on  
Tuesday mornings at 9:00 am. 

These beautiful blankets are then distributed to those in need all over 
the country!  Come join us!  No experience needed!   Any bed sheets 

(preferably queen size) are needed for quilt backings.  
 Donations may be left in the box outside the church office.  
All are welcome to join us and  the coffee is always on! 

  You only need to know how to tie a knot! 
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2ÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ÚɯÍÖÙɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÐÕÎɯÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÙÌɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÍÙÖÔɯ2Ûȭɯ)ÖÏÕɯ

+ÜÛÏÌÙÈÕɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏȭɯɯ ××ÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÙÌɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɀÚɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌȭɯ 

3ÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɯËÌÈËÓÐÕÌɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ÚɯÐÚɯ,ÈÙÊÏɯƗƕÚÛȮɯƖƔƖƚɯ

3ÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÍÖÜÕËɯÖÕÓÐÕÌɯÈÛ 

ÞÞÞȭÚÛÑÖÏÕÞÐÓÓÐÚÛÖÕȭÖÙÎɯɯ 

+ÐÕÒȯɯ 

ÏŲ×ÚȯɤɤÚÛÑÖÏÕÞÐÓÓÐÚÛÖÕȭÖÙÎɤÕÌÞÚɍ×ÜÉÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕÚɤÊÖÔÉÐÕÌË-

ÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×-ËÌÚÊÙÐ×ÛÐÖÕÚȭÏÛÔÓ 

 

(ÍɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÕàɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚȮɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛɯÈɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ 

ÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯÊÖÔÔÐŲÌÌȯ ɯ 

/ÈÚÛÖÙɯ.ɀ!ÙÐÌÕȮɯ#ÌÈÕÕÈɯ-ÌÜÔÈÕȮɯ"ÈÙÖÓɯ)ÌÕÚÌÕɯÈÕËɯ Óɯ!ÙÖÞÕȭɯ 

!ÌÓÖÞɯÐÚɯÈɯÉÙÐÌÍɯÚÜÔÔÈÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ÚɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌȭ ɯ3ÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÓÈÙɪ

ÚÏÐ×ɯÊÖÔÔÐŲÌÌɯÙÌÊÖÔÔÌÕËÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÕàÖÕÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÈÚɯÎÙÈËÜÈÛÌËɯÏÐÎÏɯ

ÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯŗÝÌɯàÌÈÙÚɯÛÈÒÌɯÈɯÊÓÖÚÌɯÓÖÖÒɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɯ

ÙÌØÜÐÙÌÔÌÕÛÚȭ ɯ ÓÓɯÌÓÐÎÐÉÓÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÈÙÌɯÌÕÊÖÜÙÈÎÌËɯÛÖɯÈ××Óàȭɯ 

 

"411$-+38ɯ 5 (+ !+$ɯ2"'.+ 12'(/ɯ%4-#2  

3ÈÕÒɯ2ÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯ%ÜÕË  
3ÏÐÚɯÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯÍÜÕËɯÞÈÚɯÌÚÛÈÉÓÐÚÏÌËɯÐÕɯƕƝƝƛɯÉàɯÈɯÎÐÍÛɯÛÖɯ2Ûȭɯ)ÖÏÕɯ

$ÝÈÕÎÌÓÐÊÈÓɯ+ÜÛÏÌÙÈÕɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏȮɯ6ÐÓÓÐÚÛÖÕȮɯ.ÏÐÖɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÛÌɯ"ÈÙÖÓɯ+ȭɯ

3ÈÕÒɯÈÕËɯ1ÖÉÌÙÛɯ,ȭɯ3ÈÕÒȭ   

 ÕàɯÏÐÎÏɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÎÙÈËÜÈÛÌɯÞÏÖɯÐÚɯÈɯÛÏÙÌÌ-àÌÈÙɯÊÖÕŗÙÔÌËɯÈÊÛÐÝÌɯÔÌÔɪ

ÉÌÙɯÖÍɯ2Ûȭɯ)ÖÏÕɯÔÈàɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌɯÖÕÌɯÎÙÈÕÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯŗÙÚÛɯÖÙɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯàÌÈÙɯɯ

ËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÈŲÌÕËÈÕÊÌɯÈÛɯÈɯÍÖÜÙ-àÌÈÙɯÈÊÊÙÌËÐÛÌËɯÊÖÓÓÌÎÌɯÖÙɯ 

ÜÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàȭ ɯ2ÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÈŲÌÕËÐÕÎɯ"È×ÐÛÈÓɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàȮɯ"ÖÓÜÔÉÜÚȮɯ.ÏÐÖɯ

ÔÈàɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌɯÈɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯÎÙÈÕÛɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÍÖÜÙÛÏɯàÌÈÙɯÛÏÌÙÌȭ  

3ÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯÝÈÓÜÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯȜƙƔƔȭ  

 

 ɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ/ÏàÓÓÐÚɯ/ÈÙÒÚɯ$ÕËÖÞÌËɯ2ÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯ%ÜÕË   
3ÏÌɯ/ÏàÓÓÐÚɯ/ÈÙÒÚɯ2ÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯ%ÜÕËɯÞÈÚɯÌÚÛÈÉÓÐÚÏÌËɯÐÕɯ ÜÎÜÚÛɯƖƔƕƚɯ

ÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÌÚÛÈÛÌɯÖÍɯ,ÈÙÛÐÕɯ/ÈÙÒÚɯÉÌØÜÌÈÛÏÌËɯÛÖɯ2Ûȭɯ)ÖÏÕɯ+ÜÛÏÌÙÈÕɯ

"ÏÜÙÊÏȭ   

3ÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯ×ÙÐÕÊÐ×ÈÓɯÈÕËɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛɯËÐÚÛÙÐÉÜÛÐÖÕÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÍÜÕËÚɯÚÏÈÓÓɯ

ÉÌɯÔÈËÌɯÈÕÕÜÈÓÓàɯÖÝÌÙɯÛÞÌÕÛàɯȹƖƔȺɯàÌÈÙÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÈ××ÙÖßÐÔÈÛÌÓàɯÖÕÌɯ

ÛÞÌÕÛÐÌÛÏɯȹƕɤƖƔȺɯËÐÚÛÙÐÉÜÛÌËɯÌÈÊÏɯàÌÈÙȭ ɯ3ÏÌɯÔÈßÐÔÜÔɯÐÕËÐÝÐËÜÈÓɯ

ÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯȜƕȮƔƔƔȭ ɯ3ÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɯÔÜÚÛɯÉÌɯÈɯÊÖÕŗÙÔÌËɯ2Ûȭɯ

)ÖÏÕɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÈÕËɯÈÊÛÐÝÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÍÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏȭ    

2×ÌÊÐÈÓɯ×ÙÌÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɀÚɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÞÖÙÚÏÐ×ɯ

ÈŲÌÕËÈÕÊÌȭ   3ÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɯÔÜÚÛɯÈŲÌÕËɯÈÕɯÈÊÊÙÌËÐÛÌËɯÍÖÜÙɯȹƘȺɯàÌÈÙɯ

ÊÖÓÓÌÎÌɯÖÙɯɯÜÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÚÌÌÒÐÕÎɯÈɯÉÈÊÏÌÓÖÙɀÚɯËÌÎÙÌÌȭ  3ÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɯ

ÔÜÚÛɯÉÌɯÈɯÙÌÊÌÕÛɯÏÐÎÏɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÎÙÈËÜÈÛÌȭɯ1ÌÊÌÕÛɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯËÌŗÕÌËɯÈÚɯ

ÞÐÛÏÐÕɯŗÝÌɯàÌÈÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯàÌÈÙɅÚɯÚÛÈÙÛɯËÈÛÌȭ  

2ÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÍÖÙɯÖÕÌɯàÌÈÙȭɯ/ÙÐÖÙɯÙÌÊÐ×ÐÌÕÛÚɯÔÈàɯÙÌÈ××Óàȭ   

 

$ÈÙÓɯ)ÖÏÕÚÖÕɯ,ÌÔÖÙÐÈÓɯ2ÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯ%ÜÕË   
3ÏÌɯ$ÈÙÓɯ)ÖÏÕÚÖÕɯ2ÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯ%ÜÕËɯÞÈÚɯÌÚÛÈÉÓÐÚÏÌËɯÐÕɯ)ÈÕÜÈÙàɯƖƔƕƚɯ

ÍÙÖÔɯ Èɯ ×ÖÙÛÐÖÕɯ ÖÍɯ $ÈÙÓɀÚɯ ÌÚÛÈÛÌɯ ÉÌØÜÌÈÛÏÌËɯ ÛÖɯ 2Ûȭɯ )ÖÏÕɯ +ÜÛÏÌÙÈÕɯ

"ÏÜÙÊÏȭ   

3ÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɯÔÜÚÛɯÉÌɯÈɯÊÖÕŗÙÔÌËɯ2Ûȭɯ)ÖÏÕɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÈÕËɯÈÊÛÐÝÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ

ÓÐÍÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÏÐÎÏɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯàÌÈÙÚȭ   

2ÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯÝÈÓÜÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÜ×ɯÛÖɯȜƕȮƔƔƔɯÈÕËɯËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ 

È××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɀÚɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÞÖÙÚÏÐ×ɯÈŲÌÕËÈÕÊÌɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓɯÈÚɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÈÕËɯ 

ÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚȭ    

6ÏÐÓÌɯÛÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɀÚɯ&/ ɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÙÌØÜÌÚÛÌËɯÈÕËɯÐÚɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÛȮɯÛÏÌɯ

ÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚɯÕÖÛÌËɯÈÉÖÝÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÊÈÙÙàɯÔÖÙÌɯÌÔ×ÏÈÚÐÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯ 

×ÙÖÊÌÚÚȭ   

3ÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɯÔÜÚÛɯÈŲÌÕËɯÌÐÛÏÌÙɯÈɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊɯÖÙɯ×ÙÐÝÈÛÌɯÈÊÊÙÌËÐÛÌËɯ 

ÊÖÓÓÌÎÌɯÖÙɯÜÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÈÕËɯÉÌɯËÌÎÙÌÌɯÚÌÌÒÐÕÎȭ  

3ÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɯÔÜÚÛɯÉÌɯÈɯÙÌÊÌÕÛɯÏÐÎÏɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÎÙÈËÜÈÛÌȭɯ1ÌÊÌÕÛɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯ

ËÌŗÕÌËɯÈÚɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯŗÝÌɯàÌÈÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯàÌÈÙɅÚɯÚÛÈÙÛɯËÈÛÌȭ  

1ÌÊÐ×ÐÌÕÛÚɯÊÈÕɯÈ××ÓàɯÔÖÙÌɯÛÏÈÕɯÖÕÊÌɯÉÜÛɯÊÈÕɯÖÕÓàɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌɯÛÏÌɯ 

ÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯÖÕÊÌȭɯ  
 

8ÖÜÕÒÌÙɯ2ÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯ%ÜÕË   
3ÏÐÚɯÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯÐÚɯÍÜÕËÌËɯÉàɯÈÕɯÈÕÕÜÈÓɯÎÐÍÛɯÍÙÖÔɯ,ÈÙÓÐÕɯÈÕËɯ+ÐÕËÈɯ

8ÖÜÕÒÌÙȭ  ɯ ÞÈÙËÚɯÈÙÌɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÎÌÕÛɯÜ×ÖÕɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÍÜÕËÚȭ    

3ÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈɯÊÖÕŗÙÔÌËɯ2Ûȭɯ)ÖÏÕɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÞÏÖɯÐÚɯÈÊÛÐÝÌÓàɯ

ÐÕÝÖÓÝÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÍÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÈÕËɯÞÏÖɯËÌÔÖÕÚÛÙÈÛÌÚɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÍÈÐÛÏȭ  

3ÏÌɯÖ××ÖÙÛÜÕÐÛàɯÛÖɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯÐÚɯÌÕÏÈÕÊÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ 

ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÈÛɯÓÌÈÚÛɯÚÜÔÔÌÙÚȮɯÉÜÛɯÈÓÚÖɯ×ÙÌÍÌÙÈÉÓàɯÐÕɯÈɯ×ÈÙÛ-ÛÐÔÌɯ

×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯàÌÈÙȭɯ$ßÊÌ×ÛÐÖÕÚɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÔÈËÌȭ  

3ÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÔÈÐÕÛÈÐÕɯÈÛɯÓÌÈÚÛɯÈɯɁ"ɂɯÖÙɯƖȭƔɯÎÙÈËÌɯÈÝÌÙÈÎÌȭ  

3ÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÈŲÌÕËɯÌÐÛÏÌÙɯÈɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊɯÖÙɯ×ÙÐÝÈÛÌɯÈÊÊÙÌËÐÛÌËɯÊÖÓÓÌÎÌɯ

ÖÙɯÜÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÈÕËɯÉÌɯËÌÎÙÌÌɯÚÌÌÒÐÕÎȭ  

3ÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɯÔÜÚÛɯÉÌɯÈɯÙÌÊÌÕÛɯÏÐÎÏɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÎÙÈËÜÈÛÌȭɯ1ÌÊÌÕÛɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯ

ËÌŗÕÌËɯÈÚɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯŗÝÌɯàÌÈÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯàÌÈÙɅÚɯÚÛÈÙÛɯËÈÛÌȭ  

1ÌÊÐ×ÐÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ8ÖÜÕÒÌÙɯ2ÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÌÓÐÎÐÉÓÌɯÍÖÙɯÈÕàɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ

ÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯàÌÈÙȭ  

  

2Ûȭɯ)ÖÏÕɯ$+" ɯ2ÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯ%ÜÕË  
 ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɯÔÜÚÛɯÉÌɯÈɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯ2Ûȭɯ)ÖÏÕɯ+ÜÛÏÌÙÈÕɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏȭ  

3ÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÈÓÓɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ 

ÙÌØÜÐÙÌÔÌÕÛÚɯÖÍɯÈŲÌÕËÐÕÎɯÈÕɯ$+" ɯÖÞÕÌËɯÊÖÓÓÌÎÌȭ 3ÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚÏÐ×ɯ

ÐÚɯȜƙƔƔɯÌÈÊÏɯàÌÈÙɯÈÕËɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÊÖÕÚÐËÌÙÌËɯÌÈÊÏɯÈËËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯàÌÈÙɯÜ×ɯÛÖɯ

ÈÕËɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯÍÖÜÙɯàÌÈÙÚȭ    ÞÈÙËÚɯÈÙÌɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÎÌÕÛɯÖÕɯÍÜÕËɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÐÓɪ

ÐÛàɯÞÐÛÏɯ×ÙÌÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÛÖɯŗÙÚÛɯàÌÈÙɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛÚȭ  
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Generosity 
It has nothing to do with means and 
 everything to do with desire 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Thereôs an old tale of a monk who found a precious gem-
stone. He picked it up and put it in his knapsack and car-
ried it with his few other belongings. One day he struck 
up a conversation with a traveler. When the monk opened 
his knapsack to share some food, the traveler saw the   
jewel and asked the monk to give it to him. The monk did 
so readily. 

The traveler went on his way, overjoyed by this            
unexpected gift that would bring wealth and security for 
the rest of his life. 

After a few days, however, the traveler returned in search 
of the monk. Once he found him, he immediately gave 
the stone back and begged of the holy man: ñPlease give 
me something much more precious than this stone, as  
valuable as it is. Give me that which enabled you to give 
it to me.ò 

The particular feature of this monk that captures our at-
tention is his generous spirit. Not his generous deed of 
giving away something precious, but his gener-
ous spirit that appears to shape his entire outlook on life. 

I like to distinguish these two aspects of generosity. Any 
of us is capable of carrying out a kind or charitable deed. 
All it takes is a soft moment, brought on by a compelling 
grab at our emotions, and our hands and wallets open 
wide. But a person who enjoys little spasms of generosity 
is not the same as one who is generous to the bone. 

A life steeped in generosity pours out love unconsciously. 
This is a person whose instinct for generosity is second 
nature or, as Jesus put it, reacts in a way that ñyour left 
hand [doesnôt] know what your right hand is do-
ingò (Matthew 6:3). These are the righteous ones in the 
parable of the final judgment, who seem surprised to 
learn that their reflexive kindness defined them. ñWhen 
was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you 
é?ò (Matthew 25:38). 

The most startling dimension of generosity may be the 
irrelevance of extensive means. Generosity has nothing to 

do with means, and everything to do with desire. The 
poorest of the poor can be as generous in spirit as the 
richest of the rich. The widow in the temple who gave her 
last two coins is emblematic of one whose desire runs 
deep. So are the men whom Holocaust survivor Viktor 
Frankl remembers walking through the barracks          
comforting others and giving away their last piece of 
bread. 

When 5,000 people sat hungry before Jesus one day, the 
disciples saw only scarcity. They proposed a go-it-alone 
strategy for resolving the crisis. Everyone in the crowd 
was to head home and fend for him or herself. Jesus 
stepped in to transform their frugal thinking into the   
mystery of abundance. Breaking open five loaves and 
sharing two fish would provide enough for all. 

It can be hard to see how generosity fuels abundance,  
especially in a world where doctrines of fairness and     
reciprocation hold center stage. ñThere is no free lunch,ò 
we hear. ñYou get what you deserve.ò So what do you 
make of people who love you more than you deserve? 
And what about God who forgives you in more ways than 
you can comprehend or repay? 

A deep generosity in the heart of God easily puzzles. We 
grouse when others seem to land a better deal in life than 
we do. There is a payroll manager in Scripture who looks 
and behaves strangely like God. When he says to his     
disgruntled friends, ñAre you envious because I am     
generous?ò we ought to sit up and pay close attention 
(Matthew 20:15). 

Anyone can learn to be generous in life. It is, after all, one 
of the nine fruits of the Spirit in Galatians 5. From those 
who have cultivated this fruit so well, I have drawn the 
following conclusions: Truly grateful people tend to be 
generous people. And generous people tend to be really 
happy people. 

I donôt have scientific evidence to prove as much- ð just 
a lot of anecdotal evidence to confirm it. I have never met 
a generous soul who is a grump. Should you ever         
encounter one, however, take a good second look. You 
wonôt want to confuse bursts of charity with bone-deep 
generosity. 

 

 

By Dr. Peter Marty 
Marty, a pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Davenport, 
Iowa, and publisher of The Christian Century.  

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=299078250
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=299078485
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=299078525
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=299078554
http://stpaulqc.org/
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Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper 
St. John Lutheran Church-Williston 
Tuesday, February 17th 2025 4:30-6:30 PM 
Carry-out available*Free Will Offering  
Proceeds will benefit the Blessing Box 

    

  Ash Wednesday 
  February 18th  
  Services at 11:00 am  
  & 7:00 pm at St. John  

hǳǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ  
[ŜƴǘŜƴ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ [ǳƴŎƘ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ  

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нрǘƘ 
ŀǘ ммΥлл ŀƳΦ 

9ǾŜǊȅ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ [ŜƴǘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 

Ƨƻƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ϧ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘΦ  

aƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǎƻƻƴΦ 
 

IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƭǳƴŎƘΦ 
нκнрς ²9[/! .ƻŀǊŘ 
оκпς 9ǎǘƘŜǊ /ƛǊŎƭŜ 
оκммς wŜōŜƪŀƘ /ƛǊŎƭŜ 
оκмуς /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

оκнрς {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ 

St. John Lenten Schedule  
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