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If you would like to submit a question for “Ask the Pastor”, Biblical, theological, 
church   related, anything you have been dying to ask a pastor, you can hand me a 
note, ask me after church, send an e-mail, or sneak into the church after dark and 
anonymously slide a sealed envelope under my office door.  If I answer your 
question in print, I will not include your name unless you explicitly ask me to. 
                                     Pastor Shawn 
  

Ask the Pastor 
 

“Why should I bother going to church if I don’t get anything out of it?” 

     Perhaps you’ve heard the story… A mother went to wake her son for church 

one Sunday morning.  When she knocked on his door, he said, “I'm not going!”   

    “Why not?” asked his mother.   

     He grumbles, “The kids in Sunday school make fun of me and the adults talk 

about me behind my back.  The people don’t like me, and I don’t get anything out 

of it, so I’m not going.”  

     His mother replied, “YOU WILL go to church!  One, you're 47 years old.   

Two, you're the pastor!” 

     Now, that’s obviously a joke, but like most good humor, it lands because it hits 

close to home.  I was recently asked, not in frustration but in honesty, “Why 

should I bother going to church if I don’t get anything out of it?” And I imagine 

more than one of us has felt that way – whether we’ve said it out loud or not.  

Maybe you’ve felt disappointed.  The sermon didn’t speak to you.  The music    

didn’t lift you.  No one smiled or said hello.  You went home feeling… empty.  

Let’s be honest... those moments happen. 

     But perhaps that question – “Why don’t I get something out of church?” – isn’t 

the right place to begin.  Maybe the better question is this: “Does God still        

deserve my worship?”  Because songs change.  Preachers change.  Sometimes 

the coffee is weak and the people around you seem extra grumpy.  But God’s         

worthiness doesn’t change. 

     In all my years as a pastor, I’ve heard many reasons why people stop coming to 

church.  But I’ve never heard anyone say, “I stopped going because I decided God 

no longer deserves to be worshiped.”  That’s the first reason we come: for God.  

Because God is worthy.   

     But there’s another reason too: we come for each other.  Worship is not a solo 

event.  We are the body of Christ.  And when we gather, something sacred       

happens.  You might not notice it every week.  You might not always feel it.  But 

your presence matters. 

     There’s an old story about a village church with no lamps inside.  Just empty 

brackets on the walls.  When people asked why, the builder said, “Each of you will 

bring your own lamp.  When you come, the church will be filled with light.  But 

when you stay home, part of God’s house will remain dark.”  Your presence brings 

light.  To the room.  To someone else’s spirit.  And yes, even to your own.   
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The Forerunner 
is published monthly 

by St. John Lutheran Church 
21140 W. Toledo Street 

Williston, Ohio 
Corner of Main and Toledo Street 

 
Telephone:  419-836-5514 

e-mail:  
 office@stjohnwilliston.org 

stjohnwilliston.org 
 

Pastor Shawn O’Brien 
Home Telephone:  

 419-378-1112 
pastorobrien 

@stjohnwilliston.org 
 

 Saturday Worship 
 at 5:00 PM 

 
Sunday School for the  
whole family 9:00 AM 

Every Sunday beginning  
September 7th 

 
Sunday Worship  

9:45 AM beginning Sept. 7th 
 

Deadline for the  
October 2025 newsletter is  

Monday, Sept 22nd at 9 AM  
Please send articles and/or 

 information to  
office@stjohnwilliston.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Creating and nurturing life     

changing  relationships based on 
the love of God in  Jesus Christ,  so 
that we may grow in faith,  serve 

God and serve our neighbor.” 

LisaAnne Gregg  
Office Admin. 

9am—3pm   
M-T-W 

Thurs. hours       
may vary 

Office closed  
on Friday  

Join us for BREAKFAST & FRIENDS! 
Come have a cup of coffee with your St. John 
Family and others at the  
GENOA McDonald’s!  
Every Wednesday we will gather starting at 

7:00 AM and if you are available, we would like to invite you to 
stop by and have breakfast with your St. John friends.    

If you would like to submit a question for “Ask the Pastor”, Biblical, theological, church     

related, anything you have been dying to ask a pastor, you can hand me a note, ask me after 

church, send an e-mail, or sneak into the church after dark and anonymously slide a sealed 

envelope under my office door.  If I answer your question in print, I will not include your name 

unless you explicitly ask me to. 

And here’s the twist: even when you feel like you didn’t get anything out of 

church, you did.  You were nourished by the Word.  Fed at the table.  

Strengthened by simply showing up.  There’s a letter I once read from      

someone who said, “I’ve been married for decades.  I don’t remember all the 

meals my spouse made.  But I know they kept me alive.”  Worship is like that.  

You may not remember every sermon or every hymn.  But they feed you, little 

by little, over time.  They form you. So next time you wonder, “Why bother 

going to church?” remember this:  Because God is worthy. 

Because someone else may need you there. And because whether you feel 

it or not… you’re being fed.  And all of that is reason enough.   

                                                           Pastor Shawn 

Ask the Pastor-Continued 

Committee Nights 
are held on the  

Second Thursday of 
each month at 7 PM. 
All are welcome to 

participate, ask 
questions and join 
our committees!   

“Many Hands  
Make Light Work!” 
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St. John Prayer Chain is 
there for you…. 

“Whatever you ask for in prayer 
with faith,  you will receive.”    

Matthew 21:22 

When there is illness, a special need, 
or a time of thanksgiving in your     

family, or among friends or         
neighbors, you may wish to ask for the prayers of 

your sisters and brothers  at St. John.   If such a need 
arises,  call Pastor O'Brien (cell phone 419-378-
1112), Margaret Berger (419-340-2150) or the 
church office  who will begin the prayer chain.  

 Prayers are sent out by phone message and by 
email. Please keep your message to the minimum to 

avoid any errors in passing it on.  Thank you! 

WELCA Circle Meetings 

 Return in September 

 

     ESTHER CIRCLE:   Tuesday, Sept. 2  2:00 p.m. 
         Meeting in the Social Hall 

Women of the Bible  
 Bible Study: Diane Dickinson 

   
REBEKAH CIRCLE:   Tuesday, Sept. 2,  7:00 p.m. 

     Meeting in the Lounge 
 

Please join us!  You ARE welcome here! 

  Blanket Ministry Weekends 
 
The Blanket Ladies will again be displaying their many, many blankets start-
ing the weekend of  
September 13th & 14th and again on  
September 20th & 21st.     
 Blankets will be sold for a donation of $30.00. 
 Baby and small children size are $20.00.  
The children’s blankets will be displayed in the front rows of the church.  
 

They will also have 3 special blankets on a silent auction!  Those will be hanging in the cloister.  
(Yes, there is an Ohio State and a Michigan  Blanket available on the auction!)   
Bids are to increase by $5.00 increments on these special auction items.  
There will also be several blankets placed by the windows up for raffle.  Tickets are $1.00 and are to  be 
placed in the container corresponding to the number on the blanket.  Please write your name and phone 
number on each raffle ticket.  
Please remember to mark any donations turned into the offering plate or office as “blankets”.  
You can also give your donation to the ladies selling raffle tickets, before and after services.  
The donations received from the raffle, silent auction and sale of blankets are used to to purchase filler 
and backs for the blankets.  
The auction and raffle tickets will be available from Sept. 13 through 21st.   
Because of the generosity of our church members and Thrivent Action, we are able to keep the price of 
the blankets the same as in previous years.  This year, since October 2024, we have already given away 
or sold over 100 blankets and still have lots and lots to display!   
Help is needed on Tues. Sept. 9th at 9 am to put the blankets out for display.  Your help is greatly          
appreciated!  And, we will be taking down the display on Sept. 23rd at 9 AM and dividing them up to take 
to area charities.   
As always, the Blanket Ladies invite you to join them on Tuesday mornings at 9 AM.  You only need to 
know how to tie a knot!  And, if anyone would like to sew blanket tops at home, just stop in and we will 
give you the blocks and instructions! 
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Fall Worship Hours return  
Sunday, September 7th! 

 

Saturday Worship  5 PM 
Sunday Worship  9:45 AM 

 
Confirmation Class– every Sunday at 8:30 AM  

beginning with Parents Meeting on Sept. 7th at 8:30 AM 
 

Sunday School for kids age 3-5th Grade 
Every Sunday from 9 to 9:30 AM 

 

On Sunday, September 
7th, at 8:30 a.m.,  

there will be a meeting for 
confirmation students and 

parents at the church to  
provide you with a little 

more information about the 
confirmation program, let 

you know what to expect, as 
well as what will be          

expected in the coming 
year.  It is important that at least one parent/

guardian from each family attend this meeting 
with the students. 

If you are unable to attend, please contact me 
to let me know if your child is going to         

participate in the program, and to receive the 
parent information.  Also, when you see other 

parents of 6th, 7th and 8th graders, please  
mention this meeting.   I think our mailing list 

is complete, but this is an   
important program, and I don’t want to see    

anyone left behind.   Pastor O’Brien 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School for KIDS   

age 3 thru 5th Grade will resume  

EVERY SUNDAY  

beginning Sept. 7th from  

9-9:30 am! 

We will meet in the 

Sunday School rooms on 

the main floor.   

Invite a friend and join us!! 
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What is 100 Caring Hearts?  We are glad you asked! 
We are a group of women who reside or work in Ottawa  

County who simply gather 4 times a year to support area 
non-profits and charitable organizations.                                        

We meet for 1 hour (or less).  We hear presentations from 
3 different agencies.  We take a vote on which organiza-
tion we will support with our financial donations for the 
quarter and we each write a check for $100 directly to 

that charity.  It’s that simple!   

Tuesday,  
September 9th 

5:30 PM Registration 
6:00 PM Meeting 

 
LaPointe United 

Methodist Church 
7285 W Harbor Rd, 

(SR 163)  
Just east of  
Oak Harbor. 

 
Want more info? 

 
See LisaAnne in the 
office at St. John! 
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The non-Pauline epistles are the New Testament letters that were not written by the Apostle Paul. 
These letters are sometimes referred to as the "Catholic" or "Universal" Epistles, because they 
were not written to specific churches or individuals but rather to a wider audience. They include 
James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, Jude, and Hebrews.  The book of Hebrews was our 
Faith    Practice reading in 2024, so we will be focusing on the rest this time. 

Here's a general overview: 

James: Traditionally attributed to James, the brother of Jesus, though its authorship is debated.  
James argues that true faith is evidenced by good works, emphasizing that faith without action is 
dead or incomplete.  The author calls believers to live out their faith authentically and practically, 
demonstrating their love for God and neighbor through obedience, wisdom, and compassionate      
action.  

1 Peter and 2 Peter: Both letters, attributed to Peter the Apostle, encourage believers to persevere 
in their faith and live faithfully in the face of persecution and false teachings.  1 Peter emphasizes 
hope and holy living amidst suffering, 2 Peter focuses on combating error and preparing for 
Christ's return. 

1 John, 2 John, and 3 John: All three are attributed to John the Apostle.  They provide instruc-
tion and encouragement for believers to live in fellowship with God, adhere to sound doctrine, 
love one another, and support the spread of the gospel, while also warning against the dangers of 
false teachings and divisive behavior.  

Jude: Attributed to Jude the brother of James.  Jude writes to equip believers to recognize and re-
sist false teachers, remain steadfast in their faith, and live out their calling as followers of Christ 
while awaiting his return.  

These non-Pauline letters offer different perspectives on Christian life and theology compared to 
the Pauline epistles.  They address various issues and concerns within the early church, providing 
valuable insights into the development of early Christian thought. 

Our reading schedule is as follows: for the week starting… 

September 1 – 2 Peter 3 

September 8 – 1 John 1 

September 15 – 1 John 2 

September 22 – 1 John 3 

September 29 – 1 John 4 

October 6 – 1 John 5 

October 13– 2 John 

October 20 – 3 John 
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Stewardship,  

Fellowship and Service 

Online giving is now       
available  at St. John. 

Simply visit our web site at 
www.stjohnwillistion.org  
and click on the “online     

giving” link at the top of the 
page.  Not online?    

See LisaAnne in the office to set up an account or 
fill out an “Authorization Form” and                        

return it to the office. 
 

 (Helpful hint: to avoid additional fees and to make sure your 
whole donated reaches St. John...use your checking account 

with your routing & account number. 

Our Blessing Box  
can always use your help in 

helping our neighbors! 
Items Needed:   

Spaghetti Sauce (cans) Peanut 
Butter, Hamburger Helper, 

Canned Meat, Rice A Roni/side 
dishes,  Applesauce– cups,     

Cereal (small boxes to fit in the 
box) Fruit cups, soup, small 

snacks, canned pastas, canned 
fruits and veggies, pre-packed shelf stable lunch 
packs.  (no glass, medicine or expired food, please) 

There is a donation box near the church office.  And 
for those who love to shop online, Amazon ships to 

the church!  Win-Win! 

  
  

  

St. John will be  

supporting 

SACK FOR A SACK 

again this year.  

Every time the Genoa defense sacks 

the opposing team’s  

quarterback, St. John will donate a 

$50 sack of  groceries to the  

Genoa Food Pantry.  

If you would like to 

contribute to “Sack for a Sack” and 

the Genoa Food Pantry, mark your 

donation “Sack for a Sack” and place 

it in the offering plate.  

 You can also drop off a donation at 

the church office. 

We invite you to join us for the ELCA's day 
of service, “God’s Work, Our Hands,”  

on Sunday, September 7th.   
We will be helping the residents at Luther 

Home of Mercy with an afternoon of fishing 
at the LHM pond.   

Volunteers will help transport residents and 
help them fish.  In the event of inclement 
weather, we'll help with Bingo in the gym. 

We will arrive at noon for a short            
orientation and fishing begins at 12:30p. 

Join us at the church for a light  
lunch starting at 11:15    

 
 Come join the fun!! 
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years. Dec 7th Christmas Tree Lightning-lighting first, then supper. 
Margaret Berger will be applying for $250.00 from Thrivent. We will 
be asking for personal and paper products for Nightengales Har-
vest.  
Parish Education: Sunday School Office has been cleaned out. We 
saved several VBS starter kits we are hoping to donate. I have con-
tacted the synod and they put it out in their newsletter. Pastor 
Shawn put the info on the synod Facebook page. As of tonight, the 
VBS kits have all been donated.. We are going to try the same for-
mat for Sunday School as last year. Attendance started out strong 
and dwindled so we will see how it goes this year and may have to 
make changes for next year.  
The Chosen discussion group will start up again in September 
(originally Sept 8, but that is God's Work Our Hands Sunday, so we 
will wait until the 22nd to start).  
Stewardship: No Report  
Worship Life: We have a new patriarch, Richard Crosskill and matri-
arch, Rosemary Fredrickson. Bibles will be presented to them. We 
discussed altar linen changing schedule which has been developed. 
The Worship Life Committee will be taking over this responsibility 
which Diane Gerkensmyer has done for many years. We have divid-
ed the altar linen changes among our 4 committee members. We 
will work on an instruction sheet that can be referred to for future 
members and will be meeting with Diane next month to get her 
guidance. Thank you to Diane for doing this for so many years. We 
discussed the Thanksgiving service and doing it again on the Sunday 
before Thanksgiving. This year the date will be November 24th, 
5:00 service and 6:00 meal. Christmas Eve service will be on a Tues-
day this year. Will be discussing times for services at our next 
meeting.  
Property: Sold the used lawnmower. Ceiling is in the elevator. So-
cial hall faucet has been repaired. Sprayed for weeds in the parking 
lot. Plans to re-stripe the parking lot.  
Old Business: Checking into garbage pickup services available to the 
church for the best price. The church night at a Mud Hens game 
was a huge success with about 80 people attending.  
New Business: A day care here at the church will not work out with 
the organization when they did a walk-through. Nominating Com-
mittee will be starting to begin their work on recruiting new mem-
bers for the committees. Cub Scouts have asked to use the church 
for a pancake breakfast fundraiser throughout the year. Thoughts 
for this project was discussed. Council will contact the Cub Scouts 
for more information.  
Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Dave Neuman.. Seconded 
by Cheryl Berger.. Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm.  
Minutes submitted by: Diana (Pfaff) Lambert, Council Secretary  
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Sunday School for ages 3 
through 5th grade begins 

on Sunday, 
 September 7th at 9AM! 

We will meet every Sunday 
from 9 to 9:30 AM for all 

sorts of fun and  
to learn about Jesus! 

Come join us and invite a friend!! 
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Bishop Daniel G. 

Beaudoin 

For more information about the Northwestern Ohio Synod, the 
NW Ohio Synod Assembly, Our Bishop and staff or other 

points of interest- visit www.nwos-elca.org.  
You may also sign up for email notifications  from the Bishop, 

events in the Synod, updates on ministries and much more! 

Exploring Immigration  

September 13, 2025  

Fulton County Museum + 

 Trinity Lutheran, Wauseon 
 

 

Join the Mexico Working Group of the 

NWOS Global Mission Board for a morning 

at the      Fulton County Museum, exploring 

an exhibit about immigration to Fulton 

County, OH.  We'll be guided by the         

museum curator as we learn about this     

history.   Afterwards, we'll enjoy a lunch at 

Trinity, Wauseon and discuss our learnings 

and how this history connects with modern 

stories of immigration, as well as the role of 

the church in these stories.  

Join us for this free event, and bring a friend! 
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 Church Council Highlights 
 August 21, 2025 

 
Members Present: Pastor O’Brien, Cheryl Berger,  

Dave Neuman, Deanna Neuman, John Mazur, Kellie     

Ulrich, Rick Buhrow, Robin Perkins, Jack Mathews,  

and Dan Kessler  

Meeting Opened: At 7:00 pm, by Dave Neuman  

Devotions led by Pastor: Psalm 103  

Council Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve the 

minutes from June made by Cheryl Berger and 2nd  

by John Mazur  

Pastor’s Report: Worship Attendance: In Person       

average for July 2025 -104.3 compared to July 2024 -99  

Online average for July 2025 -68 compared to July 2024  

-86.8  

Numbers: 12 hospital/homebound visits/individual or 

family meetings. 5 community/youth/fellowship events. 3 

professional/clergy activities. 1 special worship service. 1 

baptism. 1 funeral. 1 internment  

Baptism: I presided at the Baptism of Keeley Jo Myers, 

daughter of Kenton and Jolynn (Brossia) Myers on June 

22nd. Funeral: I presided at the funeral of Don Wukotich 

on June 14th. Internment: I presided at the internment 

for Alice Witt on July 11th. 

God’s Work, Our Hands: St. John will be participating 

in "God's Work, Our Hands" Sunday, again this year on 

September 7th. We will be helping/serving at Luther 

Home of Mercy with resident fishing. Lunch will be 

served at the church at 11:15a. Work at LHM begins at 

noon.  

Financial Secretary, Treasurer & Finance Committee 

Report: Income: We are at 116% of our monthly budget 

and 101% of our year-to-date budget.$3,000 donation in 

July and started receiving rent from the parsonage.  

Expenses: We are at 106% of the monthly budget and 

100% of the year-to-date budget. The electrical updates 

are done to the Tank property. Currently at $6,878 on im-

provements/repairs.  

Christian Community Life: Working on food for God’s 

Work, Our Hands, food to be served at 11:15 on the 7th. 

Good turn out for Mud Hens game.  

Evangelism: Working with Christian Community Life  

of food for the Calvary Visitation on the 30th. Thinking 

about Thrivent for assistance.  

Parish Education: Postcards were sent to children age 3 

through 5th grade inviting them to Sunday School. Letters 

were sent to incoming 6th graders inviting them to        

Catechism. Cleaning and improvements, including new 

lights being done to the Sunday School rooms across from 

Pastor's office  

Stewardship: Golf outing canceled due to only 1 hole 

sponsor and only 2 teams signed up at this point as well as 

illness within the planning committee.  

Worship Life: Piano was tuned on July 21st. We would 

like for the visitors from Calvary to fill out the blue visitor 

slips in the pews, so that we can reach out to them by 

phone or mail after they visit. We are hoping to find two 

or three more people who might like to join the bell choir. 

We will put this in the forerunner.  

Property: Air conditioner was repaired because it kept 

blowing fuses and things are working well now. Repaired 

changing table in women's bathroom. Got some com-

plaints about the air conditioner in the basement so that is 

sent out to see if we can get it repaired.  

Old Business: We are looking for someone to be our Red 

Cross Blood Drive Coordinator to set up blood drives 2 or 

3 times a year. That person would advertise, set the       

calendar dates and recruit volunteers. Would a committee 

like to take on this project? Checking with Evangelism. 

Please contact LisaAnne to help.  

New Business: Dave Neuman made a motion to do the 

Sack for a Sack program with the Genoa Football         

Program. Dave Jack Mathew 2nd and motioned passed. 

This means a $50 sack of food will be donated to the   

Genoa Food Pantry for each sack on the opposing team at 

home games. The congregation donates to this cause.  

Calvary is liquidating their property and searching for a 

new church. They will be visiting on August 30th. When a 

congregation closes they have to merge with another. We 

would have to get the Synod involved and plan a welcome 

and transfer records, etc. Next mtg Neumans and pastor 

will be out but the meeting will still proceed. Motion 

made by the finance committee to use $5981 from the  

endowment that would send $3000 to flood relief and the 

rest to the building fund, specifically for the Tank fund. 

Motioned 2nd by Cheryl Berger. Motion passed.  

 

Deanna Neuman made a motion to adjourn. John Mazur 

2nd.. Motion passed. The meeting ended at 7:37 pm.  

                                                                                    

Minutes submitted by:  

                        Tracy Orians, Council Secretary Substitute  
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      Worship Assistants     Worship Assistants 

 Saturdays 5:00pm Sundays 9:00 am 

Ushers Ushers 

4- Ron Gerkensmeyer  5-Jim Vogelbacher 

11-Jack Mathews 12– Titgemeyer’s 

18– Buhrow Family 19—Diana Lambert 

25 – Donnelly Family 26– Jim Vogelbacher 
   

Lectors Lectors 

4– Beverly Harder 5–  Melissa Lammers 

11– Amy Schloegl 12-Tim Titgemeyer 

18-Nancy Strohscher 19-Kellie Ulrich 

25– Jonah D. 26-Diana Lambert 
  

Acolytes Acolytes 

4- Nolan D  5-Rylan 

11-Trenton 12-Makenna 

18-Jonah D.  19-Rylie 

25-Liam  25-Rylan 
   

Communion Communion 

4-Nancy Strohscher 5- Margaret Berger 

11– Carol Vargo 12-Deanna Neuman 

18-Jo Elaine Schimming 19-Rol Sandrock 

25-Al & Traci Brown 26-Robin Perkins 

Saturdays 5:00pm Sundays 9:45 am 

Ushers Ushers 

6–  Ron Gerkensmeyer 7-Diana Lambert 

13-Jack Mathews 14-Jim Vogelbacher 

20-Buhrow Family 21-Titgemeyer’s 

27– Donnelly Family 28-Diana Lambert 
    

Lectors Lectors 

6– Beverly Harder 7-Deanna Neuman 

13-Sandy Toth 14-Jerry Goldstein 

20– Nancy Strohscher 21- Cebie Titgemeyer 

27– Christine Danhoff 28-Kellie Ulrich 
  

Acolytes Acolytes 

6-Nolan D. 7-Rylie C.  

13- Trenton 14-Makenna C. 

20-Jonah D.  21-Rylie C. 

27-Liam D. 28-Rylan S. 
   

Communion Communion 

6- Carol Vargo 7-Dave Neuman 

13– Al & Traci Brown 14-Pam LaRue 

20– No communion 21-No communion 

27-  No communion 28-No communion 
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*Visit us on Facebook 

 

Worship Hours at St. John 
Fall Worship Hours return September 7th.   
Saturday Contemporary Worship  5:00 PM 
Confirmation Class 8:30 AM 
Sunday School for all ages 9-9:30 AM 
Sunday Worship 9:45 

It’s a great time to FALL  
back into church! 

Join us this weekend! 
All are welcome at St. John! 


