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If you would like to submit a   
quesƟon for “Ask the  

Pastor”, Biblical, theological, 
church related, anything you have 

been dying to ask a  
pastor, you can hand me a note, 

ask me aŌer church, send an  
e-mail, or sneak into the church 

aŌer dark and anonymously slide 
a sealed  envelope under my 
office door.  If I answer your  

quesƟon in print, I will not include 
your name unless you explicitly 

St John Lutheran Church, Williston, Ohio 

Ask the Pastor 
“Why aren’t dinosaurs mentioned in the creation account in the Bible?”  

(Genesis 1 and 2) 
 The short answer is because the Bible is not a history textbook but rather a  
story of a faithful peoples’ relationship with God.  Granted, the Bible does contain  
history, but the author of Genesis wasn’t trying to tell us the HOW of our origin story so 
much as the WHO.  God created and it was good.  Sea turtles, otters, woodpeckers,  
Sequoia trees, stink bugs, people… and dinosaurs – God created for the joy of creation.    
 The long answer… In Cincinnati there is a park along the riverfront that has a 
sidewalk representing the age of the earth.  Each square on the sidewalk represents a  
million years and the walkway stretches out over a mile long (or something like that, I 
haven’t been there for a long time).  However that actually maths out, it’s a great  
physical representation of how old the earth actually is.  So you start at the beginning and 
there are a lot of squares with nothing on them until you get to the first single celled  
organisms.  Then you walk for a while and come to a square when you can read about 
trilobites. Walk farther and read about the Triassic period. Walk farther still and see  
dinosaurs from the Jurassic period.  Now keep in mind, the Triassic and Jurassic periods 
are like 50 million years apart, so that’s like 50 sidewalk squares – a few city blocks away.  
Then you walk another 140 sidewalk squares to point where scientists think dinosaurs 
became extinct, which was about 66 million years ago.  That means you walk another 65 
squares to the very end when humans showed up.  Then on the last square, at the very 
end of the sidewalk, there is a gold strip about an inch wide, representing written human 
history.   
 That’s a very long way of saying, when the books of the Bible were written, most 
roughly 2,000-3,000 years ago, dinosaurs had been extinct for many millions of years.  
Dinosaur fossils weren’t recognized and studied until the early 1800s.  So, the reason  
dinosaurs aren’t mentioned in the Bible is simply that the authors didn’t have any 
knowledge of their existence. 
 Now there are a few fundamentalist groups who will do mental gymnastics to 
make dinosaurs fit with their reading of the Bible.  They will say things like, dinosaurs 
were kicked out of the Garden of Eden because they ate people and that was bad, or  
dinosaurs died out because they weren’t allowed on Noah’s ark because they were sinful.  
There is no Biblical or scientific evidence to support any such theories.  Some  
fundamentalist groups will do things like argue that the Hebrew word tanniyn, which  
appears a few times in the Bible and is variously translated as venomous snake or sea 
monster, dragon or serpent, referred to dinosaurs. Mainline Catholic and Protestant 
scholars disagree and maintain that tanniyn refers to snakes or aquatic animals that were 
contemporary to the biblical writers.   
 Personally, my faith doesn’t need to make dinosaurs fit into the Bible.  A good 
rule of thumb is to not try to make the Bible do something it wasn’t meant to do; i.e. don’t 
put 3,000 years of scientific discovery on the shoulders of an ancient Hebrew creation 
account.  Are dinosaurs mentioned in the Bible?  No, but the Bible is a book of faith.  And 
through faith we can see God’s fingerprints on all of creation, including the dinosaur  
fossils we pass in museums. 
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Aug 1 – Psalm 69 

Aug 8 – Psalm 70 

Aug 15 – Psalm 71 

Aug 22– Psalm 72 

Aug 29– Psalm 73 

OUR BLESSING BOX 
Mini Pantry has been used quite a 
bit recently. To help restock we 
need Spaghetti, Spaghetti 

Sauce, Canned Fruit, Peanut 
Butter, Jelly, Toothpaste, 
Toothbrushes, and Toilet  

Tissue. When you are shopping this 
week, consider purchasing a few 
extra items and bringing them to 

the church. 

ThanksÊforÊChurchÊOfficeÊAssistance 
Many thanks to Diane Gerkensmeyer for volunteering 

to keep our church office in operaƟon during Amelia‘s two-
week vacaƟon. Thanks also to Shane O’Brien for his technical 
experƟse during this period. Many tasks were accomplished in 
a professional manner as they worked to solve all concerns 
and requests. 

Thank you for selecting me for the Younker Scholarship. I 
really appreciate it. I am also very appreciative of people like 

the Younkers who provide scholarships to help cover the 
financial burden college brings. These funds will help me 

continue my education at the University of Akron where I will 
be studying civil engineering. I cannot thank you enough for 

your generosity.  
 

Sincerely,   
Lauren LaRue 

I would like to thank the congregation and the scholarship 
committee of St. John for awarding me the following  
scholarships:  
Tank Scholarship  
Earl Johnson Memorial Scholarship 
Phyllis Parks Scholarship 
These funds will help me pursue my educational future at 
Bowling Green State University. 
 
God Bless, 
AJ Rubeis 

In Memory of Miriam Camper 
Carolyn Lasseter and Marilyn Sandrock 

Margaret Berger 
 

In Memory of Jeanette Shepard 
Darryl and Diane Traver 

 
In Memory of Ruth Diefenthaler 

Todd and Lori Jo Traver 
The Cleary Family 

Rich and Barb Gottschalk 
Kevin and Lori Kitz 

Tom and Joan Truman 
Gary and Sue Seeger 

Kathleen Temple 
Denise Clough 

Fall Worship 
Hours 

Return  
 

September 11th 
 

Saturday 
Contemporary 
Service  5 PM 

 
Sunday School 

8:30 AM 
 

Sunday 
Traditional  

Service  9:45 AM 
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The Forerunner 
is published monthly 

by St. John Lutheran Church 
Williston, Ohio 

21140 W. Toledo Street 
Corner of Main and Toledo St. 

 
Telephone:  419-836-5514 

e-mail:  
 office@stjohnwilliston.org 
www.stjohnwilliston.org 

 
Pastor Shawn O’Brien 

Home Telephone:  
 419-972-4003 

Email: 
pastorobrien 

@stjohnwilliston.org 
 

Worship Hours 
Saturday at 5:00 PM 

Sunday Worship 9:00 AM 
 

Deadline for the  
September newsletter is  

Monday, August 22 @ 9AM  
Please send articles and/or 

 information to  
office@stjohnwilliston.org. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Creating	and	nurturing	life	
changing		relationships	

based	on	the	love	of	God	in		
Jesus	Christ,		so	that	we	may	
grow	in	faith,		serve	God	and	 

serve	our	neighbor.” 

Amelia Burkey 
Office  

Administrator 
8:30 am—2:30 pm   

Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri. 
    (419) 836-5514 

Email: 
       Office @stjohnwilliston.org  

  

WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 

4thÊFloorÊElevatorÊLobby  
Please take a moment to check out the fourth floor elevator lobby.  There is a 

lighted picture of “Jesus Praying in the Garden.”   Please plug it in to see its  
beauty.  The picture was presented by St. John congregaƟon to Ralph Sandrock 

(passed away 2004) aŌer his many years of serving as our Sunday School  
Superintendent.  

 
Carolyn Lasseter and Marilyn Sandrock have donated this family  

heirloom to our church.  

The Luther Home of Mercy Golf Outing is Friday, August 26 at Maumee 
Bay. Foursomes are invited to join Luther Home for continental breakfast, 

golf and a delicious lunch overlooking the Lake; all in support of their  
programs and services for people with intellectual and developmental  

disabilities. Not a golfer? They are also looking for help with: Cart  
Sponsors ($50 each): Your name will be featured on a cart and in the  

Outing Program. Hole Sponsors: ($100 each) Your name will be featured 
on a sign at one of the 18 holes and in the Outing Program. More  

information and registration can be found at their  
website, lutherhome.org or by contacting  

Megan O’Brien: mobrien@lutherhome.org 419-972-4436. 

On July 5th, 23 ladies met for dinner in the social hall. Due to the  
unfortunate fall of our caterer, it was necessary to go to “plan B.” After  

appetizers, salad and pizza were served, we enjoyed dessert. A word 
game was played and names were drawn for door prizes. It was an 

evening of food, fun, and fellowship. We thank all who came and those 
who helped with the set up and clean up.  
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Please see the following page for registration 
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St. John Kid’s Page 
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We know these can be times of anxiety and  
uncertainty, loneliness and pain. 

Your St. John Stephen Ministers are here to help. 
 

Need to talk?   
Call Pastor O’Brien or the church office at  

419-836-5514 and we will put you in contact with  
one of your St. John Stephen Ministers.  

Dear Lord, In the midst of our pain you are there with us. During this pandemic, we ask you to strengthen and  
comfort those who are lonely, grieving, anxious, or overburdened. Let our caring ministry walk alongside of anyone who is 
suffering. Help them to recognize and seek help from their brothers and sisters in Christ so they may face this time of trial 
together. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

“LET’S CHAT’’  with a Stephen Minister 
 
New crops have been planted and the fields are coming to maturity. It reminds me that we can 
all have new beginnings.  So what if the year behind us has not been like we would have want-
ed it.  Let’s look forward.  Just as the crops and fields, trees and flowers all have a “rebirth”, 
we, too, need to have a chance of a “rebirth” -whether it be emotional, spiritual, or health-wise. 
 
We are seeing a trend where after the pandemic, fewer people are going to church, neighbors 
are not as sociable, people who may be needing help or assistance in some ways are not get-
ting it.  Some people still are not leaving their homes.  We have curtailed the events that we 
had attended in the past. 
 
Would you be willing to help us reconnect with our church family?  When the pandemic started, 
we divided up the membership list and sought volunteers to contact fellow members.  We  
wanted to be sure to keep connections with our church family when the world seemed to be 
falling apart.  We didn’t formalize the project, however, and for a host of reasons it sort of fell 
apart after the first round of phone calls.    
 
We are looking to restart this ministry with a little more structure to keep it going.  We are 
seeking people to be ENCOURAGERS, which is our 7th Faith Practice (1 Thessalonians 5:11).  
ENCOURAGERS would be people willing to make half a dozen contacts throughout the month.  
(Maybe more, maybe less depending on what you are comfortable with.)  You would work on 
your schedule in your time. These contacts can be telephone calls, checking in with a neighbor, 
sending a card, or visiting a friend in church.  The Stephen Ministers have volunteered to do 
some brief training about how the program will work and offer support for those who might be 
worried about what to say.  These will be informative meetings and open to suggestions; we 
would love to hear your ideas about being an ENCOURAGER as this ministry develops.  
 
We could certainly use your help and talents in starting our “rebirth”.  Our first meeting will be 
held September 1, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.  Light refreshments will be served.  Please come and be a 
part of our Encourager group.  We will meet in the social hall. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there, but please take a minute and call one of our Stephen  
Ministers, Audrey Milbrodt (419-367-0513), Traci Brown (419-304-1214) Marcia Morgan  
(419-967-5157) or Jan Sheahan (419-836-9254) and sign up for your attendance. 
 
God Bless. 
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August 
Stewardship 

 
    July Stewardship                                                                             

Prayer   
God the Father- 

Thank you for all the gifts you have  
given me. 

Help me to be more grateful and  
generous in building your kingdom on 

earth. 
 

Jesus Our Savior- 
I trust in You in all circumstances, in  

every moment of every day, 
Good or bad.  

 
Holy Spirit- 

Transform my life. 
Guide my thoughts, words and actions. 

I pray for strength and courage in all that 
I do to be for the glory of Your name and 
with every decision I make, I move one 

step closer to You, 
Amen 

Grounded in Faith, 
Growing to Serve 

 
“When each separate 

part works as it 
should, the whole 
body grows, and 
builds itself up 
through love”  

 
Ephesians 4:16 
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Did you know St. John offers online giving?  
 We process giving through VANCO, a nationally recognized leader in church giving.  

It’s easy, it’s secure and you can get started today! 
Not online?  No problem!  Just fill out an authorization form or see Amelia in the office.   

June 
             Finance report 
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SUNDAY 
9:00  Worship 

Ushers 
7    The Titgemeyer’s 
14  Diana Pfaff 
21  Jill Kao 
28  OPEN 
   
  
Lectors 
7     Mina Goldstein 
14   Diana Pfaff 
21   Deanna Neuman  
28   Tim Titgemeyer 
 
Acolytes 
7     Logan Hayes 
14   Lily Sondergeld 
21   Aiden Johnson 
28   Lucas Titgemeyer 

Worship Assistants 

SATURDAY 
5:00pm—Worship 

Ushers 
6    Jack Mathews 
13  The Gerkensmeyers 
20  OPEN 
27  OPEN 
  
Lectors 
6     Nancy Strohscher 
13   Tracy Orians 
20   Beverly Harder  
27   Aidan O’Brien 
 
Acolytes 
6     Benjamin Sommers 
13   Olivia Martin 
20   Kennedy Donnelly 
27   Emma Morgan 
 
   

More Worship Helpers Needed!   
Sign up in the office today! 

Thank you for 
 serving the Lord!  

 If you cannot make your assignment,  
please make arrangements for  

a replacement then let the office know as 
soon as possible .   

Worship Assistants 

SATURDAY 
5:00pm—Worship 

Ushers 
3    Jack Mathews 
10  The Gerkensmeyers 
17  OPEN 
24  OPEN 
   
  
Lectors 
3    Nancy Strohscher 
10   Tracy Orians 
17   Beverly Harder  
24   Aidan O’Brien 
 
Acolytes 
3     Lindsay Krumnow 
10   Benjamin Sommers 
17   Olivia Martin 
24    Kennedy Donnelly 

SUNDAY 
9:00  Worship/9:45AM beginning Sept 11th 

Ushers 
4    The Titgemeyer’s 
11  Diana Pfaff 
18  Jill Kao 
25  OPEN 
   
  
Lectors 
4     Roland Sandrock 
11   Jill Kao 
18   Judy Yockey/ Gregg  
25   Fran Cranfield 
 
Acolytes 
4    Caleb Hays 
11  Logan Hays 
18  Lily Sondergeld 
25  Aiden Johnson 
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Happy Birthday! 
Kristen Orians 8/1 

Kallie Stahl 8/1 

Diane Gerkensmeyer 8/2 

Christine Danhoff 8/3 

Thomas Cashen III 8/4 

Barbara Brossia 8/4 

Kristen Lee 8/4 

Marty Schloegl 8/4 

Christopher Nissen Jr. 8/6 

Levi Tank 8/7 

Rylee Fredericksen 8/7 

Joan Truman 8/7 

Jacqueline Horvath 8/8 

Anna Sommers 8/8 

Wayne Bauman 8/10 

Karolyn Jansen 8/10 

Jenn Quigg 8/11 

Nikki Nissen 8/11 

Valerie Baumbach 8/12 

Marie Overmyer 8/13 

Logan Hays 8/13 

Meredith Wehner 8/13 

Gary Johnson 8/16 

Susan Kozina 8/16 

Andrew Blausey 8/17 

Kennedy Donnelly 8/17 

Tyler Traver 8/17 

Maxwell Hartman 8/18 

Dennis Carstensen 8/19 

Audrey Milbrodt 8/19 

Isbella Wildman 8/19 

Frederick Kusian 8/21 

Ben Sommers, II 8/21 

Betty Roecker 8/22 

Nicholas Buhrow 8/24 

Lucas Hartman 8/24 

Evan Kessler 8/25 

Megan O’Brien 8/25 

Elizabeth Cendere 8/27 

Karen Gruben 8/28 

Elaine Gruetter 8/28 

Cheryl Berger 8/29 

Steven Jensen 8/30 

Donald Wukotich 8/30 

Bernard Blausey 8/31 

Amanda Cutcher 8/31 

David Huber 8/31 

Larry Ziegler 8/31 

Timothy & Cebie Titgemeyer 8/1 

Rick & Lori Buhrow Jr. 8/7 

Jenn & Nathan Quigg 8/15 

Robert & Sarah Nowak 8/17 

David & Kristen Lee 8/18 

John & Tammy Mazur 8/19 

Owen & Karolyn Jansen 8/20 

Chuck & Jeri Permar 8/21 

Merle & Shirley Berger 8/25 

Thomas & Tracy Wojciechowski 8/25 

Kenneth & Barbara Wolf 8/26 

Roger & Barbara Jensen 8/27 

Daniel & Joyce Lenz 8/29 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 

10 AM 
Gospel 

Discussion 

2 
 

Office 
Closed 

3 
7 AM 

Breakfast 
Gathering 

4 5 6 
 

5:00 PM  
Contemporary 

Worship  

7 
9:00 AM  

Traditional 
Worship 

8 
10 AM 
Gospel 

Discussion 
 

9 
9 AM  

Blankets  
 

Office 
Closed 

 
 

10 
 

7 AM 
Breakfast 
Gathering 

11 
 

7 PM 
Committee 

Night 

12 
 

13 
 

5:00 PM  
Contemporary 

Worship  
 
 

14 
 

9:00 AM  
Traditional 

Worship  
 
 

15 
10 AM 
Gospel 

Discussion 

16 
9 AM  

Blankets  
 

Office 
Closed 

 

17 
 

7 AM 
Breakfast 
Gathering 

18 
 

7 PM 
Council 
Meeting 

19 
 

20 
 

5:00 PM  
Contemporary 

Worship  
 

21 
 

9:00 AM  
Traditional 

Worship 
 

22 
10 AM 
Gospel 

Discussion 
 

9:00 AM  
Forerunner 
deadline!  

23 
9 AM  

Blankets  
 

Office 
Closed 

24 
7 AM 

Breakfast 
Gathering 

 
 

25 
 
 

26 
 
 

27 
 

5:00 PM  
Contemporary 

Worship  
 
 

28 
 

9:00 AM  
Traditional 

Worship 
 

 

29 
10 AM 
Gospel 

Discussion 
 
 

30 
9 AM  

Blankets  
 

Office 
Closed 

31 
7 AM 

Breakfast 
Gathering 

1 2 3 
 

5:00 PM  
Contemporary 

Worship  
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St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
21140 W. Toledo Street 
P. O. Box 235 
Williston, Ohio  43468-0235 
 
Volume 0691 Issue 316 
August 2022 

Pastor Shawn O’Brien 
419-972-4003 (home) 

 
E-mail address: 

pastorobrien@stjohnwilliston.org 
 

Church Office Hours 
Amelia Burkey,  

Office Administrator 
Monday –Friday   

 8:30 am —2:30 pm 
Closed Tuesdays 

Church:  419-836-5514 
 

E-mail address: 
office@stjohnwilliston.org 

 
 

*Visit us on Facebook 

August 2022 

In person and online!  
Worship Hours at St. John 
Saturday Contemporary Worship  5:00 PM 
Sunday Traditional Worship 9:00 AM 


