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4th Sunday of Advent                                                            December 22, 2024 
-----------------------------------———————————-------------------------------------- 

ANNOUNCEMENTS     
PRELUDE                    Waiting for Bethlehem’s Light              St John Choir                                                  
                                                                                 
CONFESSION AND FOREGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who opens the heavens and draws near 
to us with salvation. 
C: Amen. 
                                                                                  (Silence for reflection) 
P: God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this 
promise of grace, let us confess our sin.  
P: Everlasting God,  
C: you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, 
greed, and self-centeredness that make us reluctant to work against 
oppression. We are complicit in systems of exploitation. We choose 
comfort over courage. We are careless with creation’s bounty. 
Look upon us with mercy. Turn our hearts again to you. Make us glad 
to do your will and to walk in your ways for the sake of our waiting 
world. Amen. 
P: Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of salvation 
and covers you with robes of righteousness. In the tender compassion of Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing 
rests upon us all. 
C: Amen.  
 
GATHERING HYMN        My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness         Hymn # 251 
                       3 verses 
GREETING and KYRIE 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit is with you all.  
C: And also with you.  
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KYRIE                                     (Tune of Come Thou Long Expected Jesus) 
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P:  The Lord Be With You.    C: And also with you.    
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 
might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and 
serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  
C:  Amen 
 
 
 

GLORY TO GOD      (Tune of Angels We Have Heard on High) 
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LIGHTING OF THE 4th ADVENT CANDLE   
RESPONSIVE LITANY 
During Advent we see God’s love for us embodied in our Savior’s birth.  Christ 
is our light and the source of everlasting love Advent calls us to love others 
with patience and kindness. Christ is our light and the source of everlasting 
love Advent reminds us to be slow to anger and quick to forgive.  Christ is our 
light and the source of everlasting love. Advent reminds us that Christ         
commanded us to love as he loved.  Christ is our light and the source of        
everlasting love.  

CANDLE LIGHTING  

L:  This morning, we light four candles: the candles of 
hope, peace, joy, and today’s candle – love.   This candle 
reminds us that God so loved the world, he sent his only 
son, so that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have life everlasting. Today we celebrate God’s gift of love 
and remember that we have been commanded to love 
others as God loves us.    C: Amen 

           
CLOSING PRAYER 
L:   Gracious God, as we continue our Advent journey, we are reminded that 
“Love came down at Christmas – love amazing, love divine.”   You loved the 
world enough to send your Son, and now it’s up to us to love others as you 
loved us.  Remind us that Christ is our light, and the true source of infinite,    
everlasting, pure love.   C: Amen.  
 
 

 FIRST READING                                                                     Micah 5:2-5a 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has 
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall returnto the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 
 5a and he shall be the one of peace.    
 

The Word of the Lord….    C:  Thanks be to God 
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SECOND READING                                                   Hebrews 10:5-10                                               

 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and       
offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me;  in burnt     
offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 
Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the 
book it is written of me).” When he said above, “You have neither desired nor 
taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin            
offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then he added, “See, I have 
come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the               
second.  And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the        
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  

The Word of the Lord….    C:  Thanks be to God  

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke     
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL                                                                                      Luke 1:39-55                                                                          
 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country,  where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb.           
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit  and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  And 
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?  For 
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for 
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joy.  And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what 
was spoken to her by the Lord.”  
 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  for the Mighty One has 
done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 
of their hearts.  
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 
 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,  according to the 
promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  
                            
The Gospel of the Lord…. C:  Praise to You, O Christ 
 
SERMON                             Rev. Shawn O’Brien                             
  

HYMN                                   Unexpected and Mysterious                    Hymn # 258 
                                                             3 verses 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
P: Lord, in your mercy,  C: receive our prayer.  
 

 
 
 
HOLY BAPTISM of Annabelle Marie Hill 
 
 

Presentation 
P: People of God, do you promise to support this child and pray for her in her 
new life in Christ? 
 C: We do. 
 
Profession of Faith 
P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
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P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  
died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Welcome 
P: Through baptism you have been received into the household of God   
entrusted with the good news of Jesus Christ, and strengthened to serve by the 
holy and life-giving Spirit. 
C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we 
share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s   
creative and redeeming word to all the world. Amen.  
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Creator God, 
C:  you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you draw 
near to feed us.  
We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine.  
Strengthen us with this food that we may live in expectation for the 
advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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What Child is This  (for Advent) 
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the       
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when 
he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

Lamb of God                                      (Tune of O Come, O Come Emmanuel) 

THE DISTRIBUTION   

Welcome! 
St. John practices “open communion”.  All who are baptized and instructed are welcome to share the 

Lord’s Supper with us today.  Starting with the right side of the church, followed by the left when they 

are finished, the Pastor will distribute the bread and the communion assistant will serve the wine.  We 

will also have pre-sealed elements available for those who would prefer the more hygienic option (or 

those who wish to receive grape juice instead of wine).   Indicate to the Pastor that you would like pre-

sealed elements and skip the wine server.  Those who wish to receive a blessing should indicate their 

wishes to the Pastor by crossing their arms over their chest.  
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. 
We thank you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. 
We thank you for showering us with mercy, for sending us into the world. 
Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name. 
C:  Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
P: The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the 
anointing of the Spirit remain upon you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                Fling Wide the Door                        Hymn # 259         
               4 verses 
DISMISSAL          
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 

TABLE BLESSING 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace.   C:  Amen 

POST COMMUNION SONG                           (tune of Away in a Manger) 


