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Ask the Pastor
Several years ago, The Saturday Evening Post ran a cartoon showing a man
about to be rescued a er he had spent a long me ship-wrecked on a ny deserted island. The sailor in charge of the rescue team stepped onto the beach and
handed the man a stack of newspapers.
"Compliments of the Captain," the sailor said. "He would like you to glance
at the headlines to see if you'd s ll like to be rescued!"
Some mes the headlines do scare us. Some mes we feel that evil is winning, but then along comes Easter, to remind us that there is no grave deep
enough, no seal imposing enough, no stone heavy enough, no evil strong enough
to keep Christ in the grave.
Our challenge this month (and always) is to let the Resurrec on remind us
to live as Easter people. Despite the uncertain world around us, remember, we are
Christ’s disciples serving the world while receiving, rejoicing, and relaying the Good
News of God’s grace, shown to us in the life, death, and resurrec on of Jesus.
If you would like to submit a ques on for “Ask the Pastor”, Biblical, theological, church
related, anything you have been dying to ask a pastor, you can hand me a note, ask me a!er
church, send an e-mail, or sneak into the church a!er dark and anonymously slide a sealed
envelope under my oﬃce door. If I answer your ques on in print, I will not include your name
unless you explicitly ask me to.

COME CELEBRATE EASTER!
Thanks to our church family for all the kind
expressions of sympathy, food, memorials,
cards and phone calls after the loss of our
mother, grandmother, and great grandmother.
Everyone’s kindness was truly appreciated. A
special thank you to Pastor O’Brien for the
beautiful funeral service.
Gods’ Blessing to all.
The family of Edna Sandrock

Parish Education is sponsoring an Easter
Egg Drive Thru on Saturday, April 3rd from
9:30 – 12:00 in the church parking lot.
Come for fun and lots of treats!
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In Memory of Mr. Mazur
Roland and Janice Sandrock
Ron and Diane Gerkensmeyer

In Memory of Gerald Helle
Ron and Diane Gerkensmeyer

In Memory of Elaine Gardner
Diane Dickinson
Elizabeth Adkins
Carolyn Lasseter
Marilyn Sandrock
Joseph and Anne Zielinski
Margaret Berger
Duane and Patricia Blecke
Carol Schwegler
Elaine Gruetter
Dianne and Robert Bochi
Luann and Thomas Schuffenecker
Fredrick Kohlman
Robert and Diane Kapp
Dennis Traver
Doris Titgemeyer
Ken and Barb Wolfe
Linda Schlievert
Carole Beamer
JoElaine Schimming
Dennis and Rosemarie Dickinson
Calvin and Marvel Nelson
John and Helen Meyer
Allen and Judith Yockey
Mary Schimming
Lowell and Diane Hartman
OBGYN Doctors @ Michigan Medicine
Tony and Cindy Olson
Jared and Janene Lattimore
Kenneth and Patsy Sievert
Ron and Diane Gerkensmeyer

In Memory of Doug Yohe
Roland and Janice Sandrock

In Memory of Ethel Mae Schimmel
Phil and Audrey Milbrodt

In Memory of Robert Kapp
Roland and Janice Sandrock
Ron and Diane Gerkensmeyer
In Memory of Edna Sandrock
Ron and Deb Clark
Richard and Linda Kelly
Brenda and Bill Hart
Ron and Diane Gerkensmeyer
John and Helen Meyer
Karl and Roberta Orians
Jeannette Shepard
Merle and Shirley Berger
Judith and Allen Yockey
Al and Traci Brown
Phil and Audrey Milbrodt
Beth Johnson
Mary Harmeyer
Ronald Bedra
In Memory of Gertrude Henningsen
Ron and Diane Gerkensmeyer
Joe and John Grimme
Phil and Audrey Milbrodt

The Blanket Ladies….S ll Hard at Work!!
Everyone is invited to join in and help e!
No experience needed.
Every Tuesday at 9am.
Everyone is
welcome!

THERE WILL
BE NO
SUNDAY
SCHOOL ON
EASTER
SUNDAY!

Telephone: 419-836-5514
e-mail:
office@stjohnwilliston.org
www.stjohnwilliston.org

Pastor Shawn O’Brien
Home Telephone:
419-972-4003
Email:
pastorobrien
@stjohnwilliston.org
Worship Hours
Saturday at 5:00 PM
Sunday School 8:30 AM
Sunday Worship 9:45 AM

Deadline for the
April newsletter is
Monday, April 26th @ 9AM
Please send articles and/or
information to
office@stjohnwilliston.org.

“Creating and nurturing life
changing relationships
based on the love of God in
Jesus Christ, so that we may
grow in faith, serve God and
serve our neighbor.”

Amelia Burkey
Office
Administrator
8:30 am—2:30
pm
Mon. thru Fri.
(419) 836-5514
Email:
Office @stjohnwilliston.org
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CAT AND DOG FOOD DRIVE!
Christian Community Life is putting on a drive to collect cat and dog food,
treats, or kitty litter for seniors who could use a little help with their animals.
If you can help please drop oﬀ items at St John Church or Genoa Jewelers.
Any help would be greatly appreciated.

Esther Circle will meet on

Tuesday, April 6 at 2:00 p.m. in the Social Hall
Rebekah Circle will meet on
Tuesday evening April 6th at 7 PM in the lounge.
THERE WILL BE NO WELCA BOARD MEETING INAPRIL.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
Attention St. John seniors and college
students... the Scholarship Committee is
now accepting applications. You can
learn more about our scholarships and
-ill out a combined scholarship
application on the St. John website.

Application deadline is April 30th.

Christian Community Life is looking
for a Volunteer (or 2) to be on the
BOARD for the
GENOA FOOD PANTRY ! This would
involve going to their meetings and be
our church's connection to the
upcoming events of the Food Pantry.
WORKERS ARE NEEDED!
It is our turn to work the pantry on
APRIL 17th from 10:00 am to noon.
Please call Cheryl Berger 419-345-3941
if you are able to help.
Please wear a mask.

Don’t forget to RSVP for our
Easter services on Saturday April
3rd or Sunday April 4th.
To RSVP, please use the link
emailed by Pastor O’Brien or call
Amelia in the church office
for assistance.

Saturday April 3rd
And
Sunday April 4th
All money will go towards
Vacation Bible School
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Scholarships for continuing education are available from St.
John Lutheran Church. Applications may be picked up from •
the church oﬃce and are also available on the church’s website. The application deadline for all scholarships is April 30,
2021. You may return the completed forms to the church oﬃce
any time before that date. If you have any questions, please •
contact a member of the scholarship commi ee: Pastor
O’Brien, Carol Jensen, Deanna Neuman, and Al Brown.
•
Below is a brief summary of the scholarships available. The
scholarship commi$ee recommends that anyone that has graduated high school within the last ﬁve years take a close look at •
the application requirements. All eligible students are encouraged to apply.

•

•

•
•

•

•

•
•

TANK SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship was established in 1997 and is provided
through the generosity of Carol Tank and the late Robert
Tank.
In order to be eligible for this scholarship, the applicant
must be an active voting member of St. John Lutheran
Church for at least three years before the start of the college semester that the applicant is applying for this scholarship.
The applicant must a$end a four year accredited college or
university.
The scholarship is a one year scholarship for $500 that can
be applied for by the applicant for their ﬁrst or second
year.
A second scholarship is available for those a$ending Capital University.

•

•

•

•
•

•

YOUNKER SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship began in 2006 and is made available by an
annual contribution from the Younker Scholarship Fund
and is solely dependent on that annual contribution for the
scholarship program to continue.
The student must be a conﬁrmed church member who is
actively involved in the life of the Church and who demonstrates their faith.
Recipient will be a recent high school graduate. Recent
deﬁned as within ﬁve years of the date of the beginning of
the school year.
The student will a$end either a public or private accredited college or university and be degree seeking.
EARL JOHNSON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship was established in January 2016 from a
portion of Earl’s estate bequeathed to St. John Lutheran
Church.
The applicant must be a conﬁrmed St. John member and
active in the life of the church during their high school
years.
Scholarship value will be up to $1,000 and determined by
the applicant’s church worship a$endance as well as
church and community activities.
The applicant must a$end either a public or private accredited college or university and be degree seeking.
Applicants must me a recent high school graduate. Recent
shall be deﬁned as within ﬁve years of the date of the beginning of the school year.
Recipients can apply more than once, but can only receive
the scholarship once.
Scholarship recipient and value will be determined by the
St. John scholarship commi$ee.

•
ST. JOHN SCHOLARSHIP (Lutheran Partners)
The purpose of this scholarship fund is to aid in the educaPHYLLIS PARKS ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
tion of our students who will be a$ending an ELCA relatThe Phyllis Parks Scholarship Fund was established in August,
ed college.
2016 from the estate of Martin Parks bequeathed to St. John
The applicant must be a voting member of St. John LutherLutheran Church.
an Church.
 The maximum individual scholarship will be $1,000.
The grant will be $500 for each qualiﬁed student contin The applicant must be a conﬁrmed St. John member and
gent upon the dollars available in the scholarship fund.
active in the life of the church.
 Special preference will be given to the
applicant’s church worship a$endance.
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Easter Flower Dedications

In loving memory of our parents Roy and Frieda Zunk given by Gary and Darlene Carstensen
In loving memory of our parents Leonard and Mildred Carstensen given by Gary and Darlene Carstensen
In honor of our family given by Al and Traci Brown
In memory of John and Dorothy Huber and Harold and Ruth Miller given by Dave and Vicki Huber
In loving memory of Glenn and Lou Crosskill given by Richard and Shirley Crosskill
In loving memory of Don and Daisy Davis given by Richard and Shirley Crosskill
In loving memory of Dan Beamer given by Carole and Paul Beamer
In loving memory of Clarence and Helen Schlievert given by Carole and Paul Beamer
In loving memory of loved ones given by Denny and Rosemarie Dickinson
In honor of family given by Denny and Rosemarie Dickinson
In loving memory of Kenneth Schimming given by Jo Elaine Schimming and family
In loving memory of Lawrence Gruetter given by Elaine Gruetter
In loving memory of Thomas Marsh given by Melissa Hays
In loving memory of Jim and Charlotte Marsh given by Melissa Hays
In loving memory of Delbert and Lois Base given by Diana and Christopher Pfaﬀ
In loving memory of Clarence and Helen Schlievert given by Linda Schlievert
In loving memory of Don Berger given by Margaret Berger
In loving memory of Tim Berger given by Margaret Berger
In loving memory of our parents given by Ron and Diane Gerkensmeyer
In loving memory of our sisters given by Ron and Diane Gerkensmeyer
In loving memory of loved ones given by Doris Titgemeyer
In honor of my grandsons– Andrew, Jacob, and Lucas Titgemeyer given by Doris Titgemeyer
In loving memory of Richard Harmeyer given by Beth Johnson
In loving memory of Lester and Cora Schimming given by Mary Harmeyer and Beth Johnson
In loving memory of Stephen Harmeyer given by Mary Harmeyer and Beth Johnson
In loving memory of Marjorie Blausey given by Bernard Blausey
In loving memory of loved ones given by Bernard Blausey
In honor of a friend given by Allen and Beverly Harder
In loving memory of Patricia Delventhal given by Kent Delventhal
In loving memory of Ralph Sandrock given by Carolyn Lasseter and Marilyn Sandrock
In loving memory of Edna Sandrock given by Carolyn Lasseter and Marilyn Sandrock
In loving memory of Fredrick Sandrock given by Carolyn Lasseter and Marilyn Sandrock
In loving memory of Emory Lasseter given by Carolyn Lasseter and Marilyn Sandrock
In loving memory of Rob and Clara Lasseter given by Carolyn Lasseter and Marilyn Sandrock
In loving memory of Jennifer Johnson given by Carolyn Lasseter and Marilyn Sandrock
In loving memory of Wade and Audry Wolf given by Bob and Diane Kapp
In loving memory of Earl, Arnold and Grace Johnson given by Bob and Diane Kapp
In honor of our grandchildren given by Bob and Diane Kapp
In loving memory of loved ones given by Larry and Nancy Strohscher
In loving memory of loved ones given by Allen and Judy Yockey
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The Book of Psalms, which is generally believed to be the most widely read of all the books in the Old Testament, is part hymnbook, part prayer book, part wisdom literature, and part anthology of poems that express the religious feelings of the Israelites throughout the various periods of their national history. The
subject matter of the Psalms is astonishingly broad. On one hand it proclaims praise and prayer for God
Most High (Psalm 50:14), and on the other, it embraces human experience as intimate as lamenting a lost
mother (Psalm 35:14). The Book of Psalms has a special signi-icance for understanding the religious life of
ancient Israel. The prophets and scribes provide some insight concerning what the Hebrews thought, but
the psalms give the clearest indication of what the Hebrews felt. Here, we -ind a revelation of the hopes, the
joys, the sorrows, the loyalties, the doubts, and the aspirations of the human heart.
The Psalms are of varying length (but most are pretty short) and there are a lot of them, however, we will
continue with our ‘one chapter per week’ reading plan. Over the course of the next few years (150 Psalms!)
we will discuss the different types of Psalms (lament, praise, worship, royal, etc.) and the different uses for
Psalms. One suggestion is praying through the Psalms. Augustine of Hippo said, “If the psalm prays, you
pray. If the psalm laments, you lament. If the psalm exalts, you rejoice. If it hopes, you hope. If it fears, you
fear. Everything written here is a mirror for us.” As you pray the Psalms, you will learn how to pray in every
season, whether rejoicing with those who rejoice or mourning with those who mourn.
Our reading schedule is as follows: for the week starting…

Book 1
April 12 – Psalm 1
April 19 – Psalm 2
April 26 – Psalm 3
May 3 – Psalm 4
May 10 – Psalm 5
May 17 – Psalm 6
May 24 – Psalm 7
May 31 – Psalm 8
June 7 – Psalm 9
June 14 – Psalm 10
June 21 – Psalm 11
June 28 – Psalm 12
July 5 – Psalm 13
July 12 – Psalm 14
July 19 – Psalm 15

July 26 – Psalm 16
August 2 – Psalm 17
August 9 – Psalm 18
August 16 – Psalm 19
August 23 – Psalm 20
August 30 – Psalm 21
September 6 – Psalm 22
September 13 – Psalm 23
September 20 – Psalm 24
September 27 – Psalm 25
October 4 – Psalm 26
October 11 – Psalm 27
October 18 – Psalm 28
October 25 – Psalm 29
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April Stewardship Page
Being a Generous Giver is a Spiritual Response to God’s
Goodness

April Stewardship Prayer
Lord, we know that all we have comes from you.
Teach us to share willingly our time, talents,
prayer and resources with
a joyful heart. Amen.

April Stewardship Verse
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse,
so that there may be food in my house.
And thereby put me to the test, says the
LORD of hosts, if I will not open the
windows of heaven for your and pour
down for you a blessing until there is no
more need.
Malachi 3:10
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ELCA Conference of Bishops holds spring
mee ng
The Conference of Bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) held its online meeting
March 4-5. The conference, an advisory body of the ELCA, comprises 65 synod bishops, the presiding bishop
and the secretary.
"While the technology allows us to meet, much of what we do when we are together is build relationships with
each other between sessions," said the Rev. Tracie Bartholomew, bishop of the ELCA New Jersey Synod and
chair of the conference. "To that end, we are eager to meet in person and hope to do so in October. We accomplished the business of the conference, as well as spent time talking about and moving into the future."
"We bid farewell to Pastor Walter May, executive for Synod Relations, as he retires later in March, and we
welcomed Deacon Mary Ann Schwabe into that role," Bartholomew said, adding that the conference expresses heartfelt thanks for May's 13 years working with the bishops.
In her report to the conference, ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton said, "We've learned over the past
year how resilient we are as church and as people of God. Last year was a year of pain, loss, injustice and
uncertainty. It was also a year of learning, listening and trying new things — stepping out of our comfort zones
and into a more virtual world. This church persevered in so many ways."
During the meeting, the conference reviewed an updated draft of "Definitions and Guidelines for Discipline"
from the Committee on Appeals. The document describes the grounds by which officers, rostered ministers,
candidates for rostered ministry, congregations and members of congregations may be subject to discipline
according to the practice of this church. The document now goes to the Church Council for consideration during its spring meeting.
The conference also welcomed guest speaker Krish Vignarajah, CEO of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee
Service (LIRS), who spoke of the long legacy shared by the ELCA and LIRS in welcoming and caring for newcomers.
A panel of pastor-theologians addressed the topic of the post-pandemic church, and this address was followed by small-group conversation. The panelists were the Rev. Peter Marty, pastor of St. Paul Lutheran
Church, Davenport, Iowa; Dr. Anthony Bateza, assistant professor of religion at St. Olaf College in Northfield,
Minn.; and Mary Hinkle Shore, rector and dean of Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary of Lenoir-Rhyne
University.
In other business, the conference:

•

•
•
•

Received a report from Judith Roberts, ELCA senior director for Diversity, Equality and Inclusion, addressing
synod diversity goals. Roberts spoke of the trend toward an increase in synods that have created anti-racism
teams and diversity goals. Roberts also provided the conference with information on resources to help build
intercultural competence.
Received a report from John Weit, ELCA executive for Worship, addressing how worship has been adapted
during the pandemic.
Engaged in conversation about the conference's role in the ELCA's Future Church design.
Received written reports from the secretary, treasurer and other churchwide home areas, and updates from the
conference's various committees.
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Church Council Highlights
Council Mee ng Minutes in Person/Zoom- March 18,
2021
Meeting Opened at 7:00pm by President Diana
Pfaﬀ
Devotions were from Bread for the Day
Psalm60 led by Pastor O’Brien
Secretary minutes approved
Pastor’s Report:
Attendance:
in Person average
On-Line average
YTD 2020 average
YTD average

FEB
40.5
226.0
179.1
281.8

Numbers:
16 hospital/homeland visit/individual
or family meetings
3 committee/group meetings
1 Community/youth/fellowship events
8 professional/clergy activities
3 funerals
Funerals: I presided at the funeral of
Ethelmae Schimmel on February 2
I presided at the funeral of Gertrude Henningsen
on February 5
I presided at the funeral of Edna Sandrock on
February 19

Treasurer’s report: Kent Delventhal – Expenses
are remaining low due to COVID and the lack of in
church activities. Property was higher this month
due to a 2020 bill just turned in for exterminator
services.
Finance Committee Report: Fred Lammers –In
discussion on moving the last year exterminator
service bill to the reserved $10,000 overage fund.
Christian Community Life: Cheryl Berger –
Christian Community Life is working with the
Evangelism Committee on the Directory.
Status of the cat food and dog food donations:
Ottawa county do not donate pet food or provide a
pick-up place for donations. Committee checking
with Lucas County. Kristina to help with the research.
Food Pantry day for St John will be April 17.
Evangelism: Melissa Hays – The committee has
started working on the Directory and are looking
at several diﬀerent lists. Meeting again next week
to ﬁnalizing the list and discuss how to go forward with the updating the directory. Marcia
Morgan asked if the committee was also reviewing for the voter list for the congregational meeting and they are.

Parish Education: Carol Jensen – There will be
no Sunday School on Easter Sunday.
Impact Stories
Preparations continue for the Easter Egg Drive
I am looking for stories of how our ministries,
thru on April 3rd. On March 27th at 10:090 we will
activities, etc. Have impacted individuals and the meet at the church to ﬁll the treat bags. We are
community. Since we are currently in the year of looking for youth to help with this.
“Giving”, I would especially appreciate stories
The Parish Ed Committee is discussing ways to
that relate to that particular faith practice. If you make Vacation Bible School possible this year.
have any stories to suggest, please let me know.
Usually about 20 children pre-register and 80
children attend. Much discussion on how to handle social distancing with input from Lindsey
Financial Secretary’s Report: Kristina Wildman – A $5000 posting error has been corrected. Krumnow on what is currently happening in the
Current income is down but will correct with the school system. Please contact Carol for Kim for
ﬁve-week Sunday months in the future. Budget is your ideas.
still good.
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Stewardship: Pan LaRue – Tom Cashen, with Rob Gerkensmeyer assisting will coordinate the Golf
Outing this year.
Worship Life: Traci Brown – Fred and Mellissa Lammers presented their thoughts and ideas for up‐
coming services. The Easter services RSVP lists had reached capacity. It was decided the number
could be safely increased to 80 per service. The RSVP will reﬂect that increase/ Due to the ever‐
changing COVID restrictions and guidelines, it was decided to hold a special WL meeting in two
weeks, on March 23 at 7pm to make ﬁnal decisions regarding seating, etc. for those who will be
worshiping in person for Easter services. There was a good response from members who will be re‐
cording and sharing their musical talents for the Easter service. The Easter Flower order will be
printed and published after the types of ﬂowers, prices, and deadline is conformed. They will be
ordered from Hirzel’s the same ﬂorist the weekly altar and chancel ﬂowers are from. Flowers can
be picked up April 11 after Sunday services.
Property: Gary Johnson – Gary Johnson will chair. Property replaced light in the hall. The county
has been contacted concerning the pot holes outside of the parking lot. Issue will be addressed in
warmer weather. The water dripping on the fourth ﬂoor by the elevator is believed from drifting
snow. Marcia Morgan requested that the walls by the elevator and the window in the library be
looked as stucco shows damage and is peeling away.
OLD BUSINESS:
NEW BUSINESS: Pastor O’Brien requested an update on the COVID building usage. The outside
group section will be updated. Building occupation will also be to 87 in the basement and the Social
Hall will be 64.
Next Committee Meeting will be April 8 at 7:00 pm
Next Council Meeting is scheduled for April 15 at 7:00 pm.
Respectively submitted, Marcia Morgan, Council Secretary

2020 Overage

$$

%

Comment

Future

9,442

38.6%

Added to Year End Surplus balance

HVAC

7,500

30.7%

Balance will now be $13,670

Bistro 163

750

3.1%

2020 Lenten Offering

Elliston Food Pantry (food trailer)

750

3.1%

2020 Thanksgiving

Luther Home (Garden of Compassion)

750

3.1%

2020 Lenten / Christmas

Marketplace for All

750

3.1%

Nightingale's Harvest

750

3.1%

The Victory Center

750

3.1%

Salem Lutheran (food ministry)

750

3.1%

Sleep in Heavenly Peace

750

3.1%

Ottawa County Family Advocacy

750

3.1%

Ottawa County Holiday Bureau

750

3.1%

Subtotal Other

7,500

30.7%

Total

24,442

2020 Christmas
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday

Saturday
2

3

5:00 PM
Contemporary
Worship

4
8:30 AM
Sunday School
for all ages!

5

6

7

10:00 AM
Blankets

8

9

7:00 PM
Committee
Night

10

5:00 PM
Contemporary
Worship

9:45 AM 10:45 AM
Traditional
Worship
11
8:30 AM
Sunday School
for all ages!

12

13
10:00 AM
Blankets

14

20
10:00 AM
Blankets

21

27
10:00 AM
Blankets

28

15

16

7:00 PM
Council
Meeting

17

5:00 PM
Contemporary
Worship

9:45 AM 10:45 AM
Traditional
Worship
18
8:30 AM
Sunday School
for all ages!

19

22

23

24

5:00 PM
Contemporary
Worship

9:45 AM 10:45 AM
Traditional
Worship
25
8:30 AM
Sunday School
for all ages!
9:45 AM 10:45 AM
Traditional
Worship

26

9:00 AM
Forerunner
deadline!

29

30
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Williston, Ohio 4346843468-0235
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April 2021
Pastor Shawn O’Brien
419-972-4003 (home)
E-mail address:
pastorobrien@stjohnwilliston.org
Church Office Hours
Amelia Burkey,
Office Administrator

Monday –Friday
8:30 am —2:30 pm
Church: 419-836-5514

In person and online!
Worship Hours at St. John
Saturday Contemporary Worship 5:00 PM
Sunday School (in person) 8:30 AM
Sunday Traditional Worship 9:45 AM

E-mail address:
office@stjohnwilliston.org
*Visit us on Facebook
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