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If you would like to submit a   
quesƟon for “Ask the  

Pastor”, Biblical, theological, 
church related, anything you have 

been dying to ask a  
pastor, you can hand me a note, 

ask me aŌer church, send an  
e-mail, or sneak into the church 

aŌer dark and anonymously slide 
a sealed  envelope under my 
office door.  If I answer your  

quesƟon in print, I will not include 
your name unless you explicitly 

ask me to. 

St John Lutheran Church, Williston, Ohio 

Ask the Pastor 
 

“There are places in the Bible where it says to ‘fear the Lord’, but then it 
also says, ‘do not be afraid’.  How can we both fear the Lord and at the 

same time believe Jesus when tells us not to be afraid?  
 
It may sound like a contradiction, but I believe we can do both.  But to do that, we 
need to understand what it means to fear. In the dictionary, fear has several  
different definitions…   
 
 The first is “an unpleasant often strong emotion caused by anticipation or 
awareness of danger.” This is fear as its most basic, animal level.  This is the fear 
that directs the “fight or flight” response of the autonomic nervous system. Fear 
or excitement causes signals to travel to the hypothalamus, which triggers a rapid 
heartbeat, faster breathing, widening of the pupils, and increased blood flow.  
The second definition of fear is closely related to this; “anxious concern.” Anxiety 
is an emotional state in which people feel uneasy, apprehensive, or fearful. People 
usually experience anxiety about events they cannot control or predict, or about 
events that seem threatening or dangerous.  
 Jesus is speaking to these types of fear, the emotional responses, the  
anxiety, when he says "Do not be afraid, little flock…” (Luke 12:32)  The source of 
our security, is the phrase, “it’s your Father’s good pleasure to give you the  
kingdom.”  Because God loves us, God is pleased to give us the kingdom!  We 
don’t need to be paralyzed by the fear of judgement.  The image here is not of a 
stingy, miserly God begrudgingly withholding love; rather it is an image of God 
who through our Lord Jesus Christ grants us a presence, a power, a peace in the 
midst of life’s uncertainties. 
 This brings us to the final definition of fear; “profound reverence and awe.”  
We are not supposed to have a flight or fight response or excess anxiety about 
God’s judgement, but rather deep admiration and respect for what God has done 
for us.    
 God revealed to us in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus that tells us 
nothing could make God happier or give God more pleasure, than to rescue us 
from despair, heal us from brokenness, and bless us with the Spirit’s presence.  
The Lord who returns in judgement is the same Lord who first laid down his life in 
love for us on the cross.  It is truly God’s great delight and pleasure to love us, to 
care for us, and to give us the kingdom. 
 
We do not need to be afraid, but this is certainly worthy of profound reverence 
and awe.  
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Oct 3 – Psalm 79 

Oct 10 – Psalm 80 

Oct 17 – Psalm 81 

Oct 24– Psalm 82 

Oct 31 – Psalm 83 

If anyone interested in joining the 
bell choir and/or singing with the 

choir this Fall, please contact Becki 
Goldstein or see her  

after church services.   
Practice information has not been 

made available yet.  

We would like to thank the congregation for the  
prayers, cards, visits and concerns while Gary  
recovers. Now Gary is doing in-home care and  
therapy. Also thank you for the card on the loss of 
my sister Jeannette Shepard. We are grateful to have 
our church family with us at these difficult times.  
 
Feeling blessed,  
Gary and Darlene Carstensen 

In Memory of Carol Tank  
Beth Johnson 
Mary Harmeyer 
Leann Earp 
David and Margaret Uthoff 
Martin and Kathryn Cathro 
Brenda and Bill Hart 
Robert Wayne, Carol Barb, and 
Sue Barb 
Conrado and Rhea Hernandez 
Ryan and Molly Paisie 
Tom and Joan Truman 
Linda Schlievert 
Thomas Tank 
Gary and Darlene Carstensen 
Diane Dickinson 
Daniel and Sandra Uthoff 
Tom and Laurie Bahnsen 
 
In Memory of Virgina Kurschart 
Fred and Melissa Lammers 
Carole Beamer 
 
In Memory of Miriam Camper 
Gary and Darlene Carstensen 
Diane Dickinson 

We are so grateful to Pastor O'Brien, Margaret 
Berger, Ron and Diane Gerkensmyer, and  
Lowell and Diane Hartman for arranging and 
bringing the Matriarch Ceremony to Waterford 
at Levis Commons for Mom.  It was very  
meaningful to have her honored by the church 
where she spent so much time in her younger 
years. Thanks also to the Blanket Group for the 
lovely pink blanket.   
 
Sincerely, 
The Edna Rideout Family 

OUR BLESSING BOX 
The mini-pantry continues to be 

used.  To help restock we are  
currently in need of Peanut Butter 

and Jelly, any kind of canned meat, 
including tuna, chicken and beef, and 

after school snacks, including Pop 
Tarts, snack size bags of chips,  

pretzels, etc. When you're shopping, 
please consider purchasing a few  

extra items and sharing them for the 
Blessing Box. 
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The Forerunner 
is published monthly 

by St. John Lutheran Church 
Williston, Ohio 

21140 W. Toledo Street 
Corner of Main and Toledo St. 

 
Telephone:  419-836-5514 

e-mail:  
 office@stjohnwilliston.org 
www.stjohnwilliston.org 

 
Pastor Shawn O’Brien 

Home Telephone:  
 419-972-4003 

Email: 
pastorobrien 

@stjohnwilliston.org 
 

Worship Hours 
Saturday at 5:00 PM 

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM 
 

Deadline for the  
November newsletter is  

Monday, Oct  24th @ 9AM  
Please send articles and/or 

 information to  
office@stjohnwilliston.org. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Creating	and	nurturing	life	
changing		relationships	

based	on	the	love	of	God	in		
Jesus	Christ,		so	that	we	may	
grow	in	faith,		serve	God	and	 

serve	our	neighbor.” 

Amelia Burkey 
Office  

Administrator 
8:30 am—2:30 pm   

Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri. 
    (419) 836-5514 

Email: 
       Office @stjohnwilliston.org  

  

History of Matriarch/Patriarch Bible 
In 2005 the WELCA of St John discussed having a Matriarch and Patriarch Bi-
ble. Plans were made to begin this program where the oldest living female and 
male member would be presented with the Bible. The Bible is "on loan" to them to 
read and learn from it daily. Following their passing, the family will then return 
the Bible at their funeral service. It is then passed on to the next oldest member. 
 
A list of those who have received the Bible is below.  In the education hallway we 
have a picture which includes all those who have had the honor of having the  
Bible. 
 
Matriarchs                                                      Patriarchs 
Ella Kopfman              10/15/2005                  Earl Johnson         10/16/2005 
Fern Martin                  4/22/2006                   Charles Johnson    2/3/2013 
Helen Johnson            4/27/2008                   Donald Ruthsatz     4/26/2015 
Mildred Panning          9/27/2009                   Frederick Lau          8/6/2019 
Hazel Marsh                4/7/2012                     Leroy Fowler           3/22/2020 
Dorothy Johnson         7/14/2014                   Ray Fredrickson     11/15/2021 
Gertrude Henningson 10/5/2016 
Edna Sandrock            2/13/2021 
Carol Tank                   3/1/2021 
Edna Rideout  9/15/2022  

New Matriarch!  
 

On Thursday, September 15, Edna 
Rideout was presented with the 

Matriarch Bible.  Family members 
and a representation from St John 
met in the chapel at Waterford of 

Levis Commons, where Edna  
resides. Edna, who is 97 years 
old, proudly received the Bible 

from Pastor O'Brien.  
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Mark your calendars for our upcoming celebration!  
We will be honoring the 25th  

anniversary of Pastor O'Brien's ordination with  
receptions following the services of  

November 19th and 20th.  We will be providing a card 
box at the receptions so that notes of  

appreciation, congratulation and thanks can be  
given. We, also, will be accepting donations towards a 

gift for the O'Brien family. Monetary donations will be accepted at the church office or 
 offering plates, please indicate that your donation is for the 25th anniversary gift. Online 

donations can be given as well, just call the church office to let Amelia know which  
donation is to go towards Pastor’s ordination gift.   

 

Let's celebrate this exciting milestone! 

To register for this event, please call Carole Beamer and she will 
send our group reservation to the church.  If Carole does not 

 answer, please leave a message. 
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2022 Golf Outing to benefit the Good Samaritans Fund 

THANK YOU 
A morning chill and slight drizzle could not dampen the spirits as our 10th annual golf outing was 

held Saturday, September 24, 2022 at Chippewa Golf Course.  Thirteen teams, consisting of 52 
golfers participated in this year’s event. 

 Following golf, teams gathered back in the clubhouse to enjoy a BBQ chicken dinner from 
Blackberry Corners and to receive LOTS of PRIZES! Team Nissen took home 1st place honors with 
an event record 23 under par!  WOW! Congratulations! 
 The real winner though, is the Good Samaritan Fund which raised over $3,100. This money 
is used to support the Genoa Food Pantry, Parking lot pantry, outreach and to provide emergency 
financial aid to families in need. The continued success of this event would not be possible  
without YOU!  Your generosity over the years has enabled us to raise over $24,000.  Thank You! 

Next year’s event is scheduled for Saturday, September 23rd, 2023. 

 

Rebekah Circle 
October 4th, 7 PM 

November 15th, 7 PM 
December 6th, 7 PM 
(Nancy Strohscher’s house) 

 

Our annual Thankoffering service will be held on October 1st and 
2nd. We have a speaker coming from Nightingales Harvest. This  
organization is located at Our Savior Lutheran Church on Alexis 

Road. They provide nutritious food, hygiene products and resources 
to aid in improving health and wellness to families experience cancer. 
Let us all welcome Lisa Kronback-Eisenbach, founder and director of 
the non-profit organization. The blanket ladies have provided them 

many blankets for both adults and children over the years.  

Trunk or Treat 
Trunk or Treat will be October 16th at 2:00pm.   

Please consider decorating a  
vehicle for this event.  We’d love to have you!   

We also need donations of wrapped candy.  The candy can be 
dropped off in the box outside the church office. 

Esther Circle 
October 4th, 2 PM 

November 15th,  2 PM 
December 6th, 6 PM 
(hors d’oeuvres and cookies) 
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St. John Kid’s Page 

Sundays at 8:30 AM 
Bring a friend!  

All are welcome! 
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We know these can be times of anxiety and  
uncertainty, loneliness and pain. 

Your St. John Stephen Ministers are here to help. 
 

Need to talk?   
Call Pastor O’Brien or the church office at  

419-836-5514 and we will put you in contact with  
one of your St. John Stephen Ministers. 

Do you remember the day when things closed down due to the Coronovirus?  Do you remember where you 
were, what you were doing, who you were with when you heard the news?  I don’t remember exactly – like I 
do when I think about 9/11 – I remember where I was, what I was doing, and who I was with.  I remember  
being at work and having other real life issues to address in those moments and hours after the news first 
broke.  I, along with my coworkers at that time, tried to keep up with the news, but also be attentive to those 
real life issues that we needed to address.   I don’t really remember how my work day ended that day – or 
how, once I got home, discussed it with our children.  That was a terrible day – one that some details of my 
response that day to the news have been wiped from my mind, but the day as a whole will never be forgotten 
and the people that were with me and I with them. 
 
And I think that this pandemic will never be forgotten – at least not in our lifetime.  Just like 9/11, or any  
devastating news, any medical tests or illness, any change to yesterday’s “normal”, any birth of a baby, any 
child that leaves the “nest”, any challenges related to parenting, any job stress or job loss, any military  
deployment of a loved one or close friend, any rehabilitation from an illness, injury, or surgery, any financial 
stress, anyone experiencing loneliness, any adjustment to retirement,  (I think by now you get the idea of the 
many possible “any’s”) - so may I repeat the beginning of the sentence – Just like 9/11 and the days that  
followed where we joined together – in prayers, in our phone calls, conversations, and in our worship together 
– let us now join together in these ways and more as we begin to live after this pandemic and strive to walk 
along with someone who is experiencing one of those “any’s”.    
 
You can play an important role in our Stephen Ministry – you may know of a friend, neighbor, co-worker, or 
relative who is going through a time of one of life’s challenges - an “any” time.  We’d like to hear from you!  
Talk with one of our Stephen Leaders – Pastor O’Brien, Janice Sheahan, Traci Brown, or Audrey Milbrodt 
about any suggestions and ideas you have to reach out to others who need that focused care, encouragement, 
and support of a Stephen Minister.   
 
 
 
Dear Lord, we know there are people close to us experiencing life’s challenges – those “any” times – and yet, they may not ask for 

help.  So as we talk with our neighbors, friends, and family, at church, at a store,  when we talk on the phone, or share texts or 
emails, encourage us to reach out and care for them, to tell them about Stephen Ministry, that it’s confidential as a Stephen Minis-

ter listens, cares, encourages and provides emotional and spiritual support.  God, help us, the people of St. John, be ready to 
share your love and walk alongside of our neighbor.  In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

“LET’S CHAT” with a Stephen Minister  
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Church Council Highlights 



 10 

 

Did you know St. John offers online giving?  
 We process giving through VANCO, a nationally recognized leader in church giving.  

It’s easy, it’s secure and you can get started today! 
Not online?  No problem!  Just fill out an authorization form or see Amelia in the office.   

August 
             Finance report 
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Worship Assistants 

More Worship Helpers Needed!   
Sign up in the office today! 

Thank you for 
 serving the Lord!  

 If you cannot make your  
assignment,  

please make arrangements for  
a replacement then let the office 

know as soon as possible .   

Worship Assistants 

SATURDAY 
5:00pm—Worship 

Ushers 
1    The Donnelly Family 
8    Jack Mathews 
15  The Gerkensmeyer’s 
22  Alice Witt and Carol Vargo 
29  Wayne Bauman 
   
Lectors 
1     WELCA 
8     Nancy Strohscher 
15   Amy Schloegl  
22   Beverly Harder 
29   Tracy Orians 
 
Acolytes 
1     Lindsay Krumnow 
9     Benjamin Sommers 
15   Olivia Martin 
22   Kennedy Donnelly 
29   Lindsay Krumnow 
 

SUNDAY 
9:45AM– Worship 

Ushers 
6     The Titgemeyer’s 
13    Diana Pfaff 
20   Jill Kao 
37   The Titgemeyer’s 
   
Lectors 
6    Deanne Neuman 
13  Tim Titgemeyer 
20   Roland Sandrock 
27   Jill Kao 
 
Acolytes 
6     Caleb Hays 
13   Lily Sondergeld 
20   Lauren Hoeft 
27   Logan Hays 

SATURDAY 
5:00pm—Worship 

 
5    The Donnelly Family 
12   Jack Mathews 
19  The Gerkensmeyer’s 
26  Alice Witt and Carol Vargo 
    
Lectors 
5     Nancy Strohscher 
12   Tracy Orians 
19   Beverly Harder 
26   Aidan O’Brien 
 
Acolytes 
5     Emma Morgan 
12   Jacob Higginbotham 
19   Mila McQueary 
26   Lindsay Krumnow 

SUNDAY 
9:45AM– Worship 

Ushers 
2     The Titgemeyer’s 
9     Diana Pfaff 
16   Jill Kao 
23   OPEN 
30   The Titgemeyer’s 
   
  
Lectors 
2     WELCA 
9     Mina Steinmetz 
16   Kellie Ulrich 
23   Cebie Titgemeyer 
30   Melissa Lammers 
 
Acolytes 
2     Logan Hayes 
9     Caleb Hayes  
16   Lily Sondergeld 
23   Aiden Johnson 
30   Lucas Titgemeyer 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      1 

5 PM  
Contemporary 

Worship  
 

2 
 

8:30 AM  
Sunday School 

 
9:45 AM  

Traditional 
Worship 

 

3 
 

10 AM  
Bible Study 

4 
 

9 AM 
 Blankets  

 
Office Closed 

5 
 

7 AM 
Breakfast  
Gathering 

6 
 

7 8 
 

5 PM  
Contemporary 

Worship  

9 
 

8:30 AM  
Sunday School 

 
9:45 AM  

Traditional 
Worship  

10 
 

10 AM  
Bible Study 

11 
 

9 AM  
Blankets  

 
Office Closed 

 
 

12 
 

7 AM 
Breakfast  
Gathering 

13 
 

7 PM  
Committee 

Night 
Meeting  

 
 

14 
 

15 
 

5 PM  
Contemporary 

Worship  
 
 

16 
 

8:30 AM  
Sunday School 

 
9:45 AM  

Traditional 
Worship  

 
2 PM 

Trunk or 
Treat 

17 
 

10 AM  
Bible Study 

18 
 

9 AM  
Blankets  

 
Office Closed 

19 
 

7 AM 
Breakfast  
Gathering 

20 
 

7 PM  
Council  
Meeting  

21 22 
 

5 PM  
Contemporary 

Worship  

23 
 

8:30 AM  
Sunday School 

 
9:45 AM  

Traditional 
Worship  

 
 

24 
 

9 AM  
Forerunner 
deadline! 

 
10 AM  

Bible Study 
  

25 
 

9 AM  
Blankets  

 
Office Closed 

26 
 

7 AM 
Breakfast  
Gathering 

27 28 29 
 

5 PM  
Contemporary 

Worship  

30 
 

8:30 AM  
Sunday School 

 
9:45 AM  

Traditional 
Worship  

31 
 

10 AM  
Bible Study 

     

OCTOBER 
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St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
21140 W. Toledo Street 
P. O. Box 235 
Williston, Ohio  43468-0235 
 
Volume 0693 Issue 318 
October 2022 

Pastor Shawn O’Brien 
419-972-4003 (home) 

 
E-mail address: 

pastorobrien@stjohnwilliston.org 
 

Church Office Hours 
Amelia Burkey,  

Office Administrator 
Monday –Friday   

 8:30 am —2:30 pm 
Closed Tuesdays 

Church:  419-836-5514 
 

E-mail address: 
office@stjohnwilliston.org 

 
 

Visit us on Facebook 

October 2022 

In person and online!  
Worship Hours at St. John 
Saturday Contemporary Worship  5:00 PM 
Sunday School 8:30 AM 
Sunday Traditional Worship 9:45 AM 


