
   

 

Ask the Pastor 
Why Preparing for a sermon a week or so ago on the lesson of sorting the sheep 

and goats I came across the question, “What is Jesus teaching and inviting his dis-

ciples to think and do?” 

At its heart, this story is about incarnation. (That’s the ‘churchy’ word for God 

taking on flesh.) We usually hear that word at Christmas; God becoming flesh in 

the baby Jesus. Jesus is God incarnate; but it goes deeper than that… God has 

also taken up residence in each one of us as well. With this sheep and goats les-

son, Jesus was teaching his disciples that if we want to find him, we look to oth-

ers. Especially the “least of these” … 

We normally expect to see Jesus in holy places; on mountaintops, in sunsets, in a 

church/cathedral during worship, in the bread and wine during Holy Communion, 

or in the Bible when we read our devotional. And Jesus certainly is in all those 

places… but they may not be his primary residence. Jesus says in Matthew’s 

Gospel... “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 

gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 

visited me.” (Matthew 25:35-36) 

Where do we find Jesus? Jesus is living on the streets… Jesus is in soup kitchen 

lines and food pantries… Jesus is waiting at the Salvation Army to get a coat... 

Jesus is in a holding cell at the border… Jesus is in a refugee camp... Jesus is in 

the hospital, or more likely, suffering outside, because he can’t afford to go to the 

hospital... Jesus is in prison... 

There’s no way we can misread what Jesus said in this Gospel account; “Truly I 

tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did it to me.” In other words, wherever people are in need, wherever 

people suffer, wherever people do without their basic needs, Jesus is there. And 

Jesus is not just there to comfort those who suffer. He is suffering right along 

with them. That’s where Jesus is…With this business of sorting sheep and goats 

(Matthew 25:31-46), Jesus is telling us that he is out in the world right now, 

waiting - not for a church service to start, but for human contact. For caring. For 

compassion. For love. The kind of love our Lord meant when he told us to love 

God and love our neighbors. 

We discover that we are doing God’s work; we are doing Kingdom work, when 

we learn to see Jesus is all these people and respond with compassion and love.  
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If you would like to submit a question for 
“Ask the Pastor”, Biblical, theological, 
church related, anything you have been 
dying to ask a pastor, you can hand me a 
note, ask me after church, send an e-mail, 
or sneak into the church after dark and 
anonymously slide a sealed envelope un-
der my office door.  If I answer your ques-
tion in print, I will not include your name 
unless you explicitly ask me to. 
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The Forerunner 
is published monthly 

by St. John Lutheran Church 
Williston, Ohio 

21140 W. Toledo Street 
Corner of Main and Toledo St. 

 
Telephone:  419-836-5514 

e-mail:  
 office@stjohnwilliston.org 
www.stjohnwilliston.org 

 

Pastor Shawn O’Brien 
Cellphone:  

 419-378-1112 cell 
pastorobrien 

@stjohnwilliston.org 
 

 Fall/Winter Worship 
Saturday at 5:00 PM 

Sunday School  8:30 AM 
Sunday Worship 9:45 AM 

 
Deadline for the  

January 2024 newsletter is  
MONDAY, DECEMBER 11th 

Please send articles and/or 
 information to  

office@stjohnwilliston.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Creating and nurturing life changing  
relationships based on the love of God 
in  Jesus Christ,  so that we may grow 

in faith,  serve God and  

LisaAnne Gregg 
Lori Buhrow 

Office  
Administrators 

9am—2pm   
Monday—Friday 

  

 
FORERUNNER NEWS 

Please note that because of the timing 
of the Christmas Holiday, the deadline 

for the January Forerunner is on  
Monday, December 11th at 9:00 AM.  

Thank you for your  
understanding!     

Worship Helpers Needed!  Sign up in the office today! 

UPCOMING! 
Our annual congregational 

meeting will be held on 
Sunday,  

January 21, 2024 
following the service. 
Please planning on  

attending! 
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St. John Lutheran Church, 
 
Thank you so much for the recent contri-
bution of the Genoa Area Community Food 

Pantry. We are so grateful for your gener-
ous donation of $1,000.00 to the pantry 
from your Sack 4 A Sack donation. Thank 
you for your continued support of the Pan-
try. 
 

It’s wonderful to have the support of the 
community of giving people. What a nice 
way to help support events in the commu-

nity and to give to the pantry. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Robin Miller, Treasurer 
Genoa Area Community Food Pantry 

Thanks to our St. John Staff  
for a great 2023! 

As we reflect on the wonderful  
accomplishments of 2023 here at St. John,  
we extend an invitation to the congregation 

to contribute to 
 “Gifts for our Staff” for their hard work and  

dedication through the year. 
If you feel you would like to  

contribute, please  
use an envelope and mark  

“staff gifts” 
 on the front and place it in the  

offering plate.   
 Thank you! 

  

Memorials and Gifts to St. John 

 

A very special THANK YOU to our church 
decorating elves for putting up and taking 
down our decorations for every season all 
year around.  You make the church look so 
festive and beautiful! Thank you and  
GOD BLESS YOU!!! 

IN MEMORY OF MERLE MORITZ 
 

Diane Dickinson 
Al and Traci Brown 

Lowell and Diane Hartman 

THANK YOU!! 

Thank you to all who helped out with the 

Thanksgiving Dinner (preparing and serving) on 

Sunday, November 19th. We could have NOT 

done it without ALL your help and dedication. 

God’s blessings to all!! 
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 ESTHER CIRCLE:   Tuesday, December 5 
                                    2:00 p.m. 
                          In the Social Hall 
   
REBEKAH CIRCLE: Monday, December 11  
                                     7:00 p.m. at Nancy   
                                     Strohscher’s house 

Blessing the World and Serving the Lord.. 
                                            One Stitch at a Time! 

 

St. John Prayer Chain is there for you…. 
“Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith,   you will receive.”   Matthew 21:22 

When there is illness, a special need, or a time of thanksgiving in your family, or among friends or neighbors, you 
may wish to ask for the prayers of your sisters and brothers  at St. John.   If such a need arises,  call Pastor O'Brien 

(cell 419-378-1112) or the church office (419-836-5514) who will begin the prayer chain.   

Please keep your message to the minimum to avoid any errors in passing it on.  Thank you! 

The 2024 Altar and Chancel Flower 
chart is posted on the door  

near the office.   
Please sign up for the weekend you 

would like to order  
Altar or Chancel flowers. 

Fill out the blue slip and place it in 
the offering plate and label it flowers 

or drop it off at the office with 
 your payment. 

 
Altar flowers are $25.00 

Chancel flowers are $20.00 
 

Please submit your order/blue slip 
as soon as possible before the order 

date as orders are placed several 
days in advance.  

 
Flowers will not be ordered  

without a blue slip and payment.   
 

We are using Hirzel Bros. Florists 
again this year.  

 They do such a nice job and are very 
customer friendly.  

 Please pass the word if you know 
someone looking for flowers! 

 

2024 NEW  
OFFICE HOURS 

M-T-W:  9am-3pm 
Thursday: Hours will vary 

Friday: Office Closed 

HOLIDAY CHURCH HOURS 

Closed– December 25th 
Church hours will vary  

December 26-29 
Please call first to see if we  

are available.  
Emergencies can call Pastor Shawn  

at 419-378-1112  
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 Change in Christmas Eve Schedule  

This year we are combining the “Candlelight” 
worship service with the choir service to one 
time of worship at 7:00pm.  
 
With attendance numbers decreasing and fluc-
tuating over the years, the Worship Life Commit-
tee has discussed on a yearly basis how many 
Christmas Eve worship services we need to ac-
commodate worshipers yet still be a good use of 
time and resources of our worship leaders and 
volunteers.     This year, with Christmas Eve fall-
ing on Sunday, Worship Life proposed, and the 
Church Council agreed, we experiment with a 
change.  We will still have three worship ser-
vices on Christmas Eve, but the schedule will be 
different...   
 
This year, on December 24th, we will celebrate 
the Fourth week in Advent at 9:45am (and 
5:00p on 12/23).  We will celebrate Christmas 
Eve at 4:00pm and 7:00pm.    
 
Change can be hard, but it’s important to not be 
afraid to try different things.  We will seek a way 
for the congregation to provide feedback and 
evaluate our experiment after the first of the 
year.   Thank you for your patience and your 
willingness to adapt and adjust with us. 

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS 2023 
Offerings will split between  
Elliston Food Pantry and  
Luther Home of  Mercy- Special projects for 
cottages 

END OF YEAR FINANCES 

Remember to have your December  
envelopes into the church NO LATER 
than DECEMBER 31st and mailings/
drop off need to be received by noon 
on Friday, December 29th in order to 
be recognized as a 2023 contribution. 
This includes any reimbursements too 
There are FIVE weekends in  
December...so don’t forget to use ALL 
of those envelopes! 

                    2024 OFFERING  

                   ENVELOPES 

 

Will be available the week of Decem-

ber 24th. Please use the 2023  

envelopes until the end of the year. 

Thank you! 
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  WEEKLY EVENTS  
@ST. JOHN WILLISTON 

 

First Sunday of the month,  

October-May 

All ages welcome!!!  

See you  

Dec 3rd at 8:30am! 

The “Blanket Ladies” gather to make quilts on  
Tuesday mornings at 9:00 am. 

 
These beautiful blankets are then distributed to those in need 
all over the country!  Come join us!  No experience needed!   

Any bed sheets (preferably queen size) are needed for  
quilt backings.  Donations may be left in the box outside the 
church office. Join us!  You only need to know how to tie a 

knot! 
  

 McDonalds Breakfast 

Join us for breakfast and fellowship at 
the Northwood McDonald’s.  We will 
gather starting at 7:00 AM and if you 

are available, I would like to invite you 
to stop by and have breakfast with your 

St. John friends.  

Join the St. John Dartball Team! 
Get those pitching arms ready!  Join us for fun on  Tuesday nights  at 7:30 PM 

as the Western Ottawa County Dartball League continues its season. 
All are welcome.  No experience is needed.   

All are welcome to come and cheer on our St. John Team, too! 
See or call Jeff Schimming for more info.  419-356-3552 

 
Upcoming games:  

 Dec. 5  7:30 PM  Home vs OLOMC 
Dec. 12  7:30 PM at Elliston Trinity UCC 
Jan. 9   7:30 PM at Genoa St John UCC 

Jan. 16   7:30 PM at Elmore St Paul 
Jan. 23  7:30 PM Home vs RR St. John 
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Dec 4 – Psalm 139 

Dec 11 – Psalm 140 

Dec 18 – Psalm 141 

Dec 25– Psalm 142 

Jan 1– Psalm 143 

Jan 8– Psalm 144 

Jan 15– Psalm 145 

Jan 22– Psalm 146 

Jan 29– Psalm 147 

THE STORY OF JESUS 

The Synod Office has published a Daily Bible Reading Guide for 2023 entitled, “The Story of Jesus”. It is de-

signed to lead us through the life and ministry of Jesus.  Most of the readings are of reasonable length (multiple 
verses instead of multiple chapters) so it should be easy to stay on track even if you miss a day.  I will have 
copies of the reading guide available at the church, and I will share the document electronically when it be-

comes available.  

 
The Farwell Discourse (According to John) 
Dec. 1 The Death of Jesus Matt. 27:45-56; Mark 15:33-41; Luke 23:44-49; John 19:28-37 
Dec. 2 The Burial of Jesus Matt. 27:57-61; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-42 
Dec. 3 The Tomb is Guarded Matt. 27:62-66 
The Resurrection of Jesus 
Dec. 4 The Resurrection of Jesus Matt. 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-10 
Dec. 5 The Report of the Guard Matt. 28:11-15 
Dec. 6 Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene Mark 16:9-11; John 20:11-18 
Dec. 7 Jesus Appears on the Way to Emmaus Luke 24:13-35; Mark 16:12-13 
Dec. 8 Jesus Appears to His Disciples Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-23 
Dec. 9 Jesus Appears to Thomas John 20:24-29 
Dec. 10 The Purpose of the Gospel of John John 20:30-31 
Dec. 11 Jesus Commissions the Disciples Matt. 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-18; Luke 24:44-49 
Dec. 12Jesus at the Sea of Tiberias John 21:1-14 
Dec. 13 Jesus and Peter John 21:15-19 
Dec. 14 Jesus and the Beloved Disciple John 21:20-23 
Dec. 15 Final Authentication John 21:24-25 
Dec. 16 The Ascension of Jesus Mark 16:19-20; Luke 24:50-53 
Christmas Readings 
Dec. 17 Luke 1:1-4 
Dec. 18 Luke 1:5-25 
Dec. 19 Luke 1:26-38 
Dec. 20 Luke 1:39-45 
Dec. 21 Luke 1:46-56 
Dec. 22 Luke 1:57-66 
Dec. 23 Luke 1:67-80 
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Luke 2:1-7 
Dec. 24 Christmas Day Luke 2:8-20 
Dec. 26 John 1:1-18 
Dec. 27 John 1:19-28 
Dec. 28 John 1:29-34 
Dec. 29 John 1:35-42 
Dec. 30 John 1:43-51 
Dec. 31 Psalm 150 
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Sack 4 Sack 

We will be donating  $1,000.00 to 
the Genoa Food Pantry this year. 

Thank you to everyone who  
donated to this great cause! 

                                      

SHOPPING WITH THE STARS! 
Help us celebrate the spirit of Christmas as 
we provide wonderful gifts for the residents 

of the Luther Home of Mercy.   
Simply pick a star from the tree …and shop!   

Then, bring your unwrapped gift back to 
church and place it under the tree.   

 
All gifts must be at church by  

December 3rd 
 

We are in need of ushers, lectors, acolytes, 

communion set up and servers for Christ-

mas Eve services at 4pm and 7pm. If you 

are willing to help out, please see the sign 

up sheet in the narthex or call the church 

office at (419) 836-5514 or email  

office@stjohnwilliston.org . Thank you!! 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! 
 We are looking for members to help serve as Salvation Army 

bell ringers for Wednesday, December 10, at Miller's in  

Genoa.  We need someone for the 10am-4pm shift. Each shift 
is two hours.  Bell ringers will be at the front of the store. If 

you would like to volunteer, please see the sign-up sheet  
located by the office. 
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“Look, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a 
son, and they shall 

name him Emmanuel,” 
Matthew 1:23 

December Stewardship Prayer 

Gracious Lord,  

Let your goodness reveal itself to us, that we, made in your image, may conform ourselves to it. We cannot imagine your majesty, power 
and wonder on our own; nor is it fitting for us to try. But your kindness and mercy reach from the heavens, through the clouds, to the 
earth below to show us the fruits of your Incarnation. You have come to us as a small child, but you have brought us the greatest of all 
gifts, the gift of your eternal love. Caress us with your tiny hands, embrace us with your tiny arms, and soften our hearts with your tender 
voice so that we might respond as humble stewards of your active presence in the world. We pray this through Christ, your Son who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.                     Adapted from a prayer by Saint Bernard of Clairvaux  

You have special gifts!   
And you can use them to serve in worship at St. John! 

There are several opportunities to serve at both  
Saturday and Sunday worship services. 

Sign up today to be an usher, communion server,  
lector or greeter!  See Pastor or the office for details! 
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Chicken Paprikash  
Fundraiser   

 

Saturday,  January 13, 2024 
6:00p.m.—7:30p.m. 

 

 

The St. John youth would like to invite you to 

a Chicken Paprikash dinner on Saturday, January 13th..  

 

We will be serving Chicken  Paprikash, Salad, and deserts 

from 6-7:30p.   

 

This dinner is to raise money for the youth traveling to the 

2024 ELCA Youth Gathering. The number of dinners are  

limited. Tickets will be available after worship or in the 

church office two weeks prior to the dinner.   
.  
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St. John’s Annual Children’s 

Christmas Pageant 
“12 Symbols of Christmas” 

December 17, 2023  at  9:45AM  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
. 
 
 

 

St. John’s Annual Christmas Pageant  
“12 Symbols of Christmas”  

(in place of sermon) 
will be on Sunday, December 17, 2023  
during the 9:45am Church Service  

 
The Advent Tea will follow the church service  

in the basement.  



 13 

 

  

ORDER DEADLINE -December 6th! 
Please place this order form and payment in an envelope marked with your name and “Poinsettia” in the 

offering plate, or drop your payment off at the church office. 
Please make checks out to St. John.  

The deadline to order is Wednesday, December 6th.  
Poinsettias will be red or white.   

 
Quantity 
  

____ $ 10.00 each 
  
In Loving Memory of: ___________________________________________________    
Or In Honor of:  ___________________________________________________________ 
Color: Red  White  
  
In Loving Memory of: ___________________________________________________    
Or In Honor of:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 Color: Red  White  
  
In Loving Memory of: ___________________________________________________  
Or In Honor of: ___________________________________________________________ 
 Color: Red  White  
 
In Loving Memory of: ___________________________________________________    
Or In Honor of:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 Color: Red  White  
 
   

 Purchaser’s name _____________________________________________________ 
  

Phone_______________________________________________________________ 
  

  

Total Ordered 
   

___________plants at $10.00 = ___________________ (amount enclosed) 
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Unwrap the best Gift this Christmas! 
 
Come and Celebrate the birth of Christ 
with us at St. John Lutheran Church 
 
12/24 Christmas Eve Services at 4:00 PM 
 
12/24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  
at 7:00  PM 
 
*No Christmas Day  
       Services 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 
“You have multiplied, O Lord my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts towards us; 

none can compare with you. Were I to proclaim and tell of them, they would be more than 

can be counted” (Psalm 40:5) 

 

The Psalmist recognizes the goodness and the generosity of God, whose deeds and thoughts 

are uncountable. Though that didn’t keep generations of Sunday 

School students from trying their very best to tally up God’s gifts. I am 

sure you can recall the tune.  

 

Count your blessings, name them one by one, 

Count your blessings, see what God has done! 

Count your blessings, name them one by one, 

Count your many blessings, see what God has done. 

 

During these days after Thanksgiving, I have not counted God’s 

many blessings, but I have pondered a few of them. And in the pon-

dering, I find that I am so very grateful. 

I have pondered the blessing of Baptism, and the honor of officiating 

at Rome Josiah Nelson’s Baptism at Zion Lutheran Church in Water-

ville. Rome is the son of Josiah and Ellie and the grandson of Pastor 

Meg Boger. 

 

I have pondered the blessing of Ecumenical Partnerships, and the honor of preaching and 

presiding at Pastor Mark Kuhlman’s recent Invitation to Extended Service. Pastor Mark is a 

United Methodist Pastor who is serving at Trilby United Methodist Church and at Messiah Lu-

theran Church in Point Place.   

 

I have pondered the blessing of Global Connections, and the honor of worshipping with and 

learning from the people of God in the Iglesia Luterana Mexicana (Mexican Lutheran 

Church) this past week. Below is Pastor Ricardo Flores and his family at Gracia Iglesia 

Luterana. Along with Bishop Deborah Hutterer of the Grand Canyon Synod, Presidenté Rob-

erto Trejo of the Iglesia Luterana Mexicana (Mexican Lutheran Church), and myself.  

 

The psalmist is right. God’s blessings are too numerous to be counted. But they can be pon-

dered. And in the pondering, we can give thanks.  

 

Bless you, 

 

Bishop Daniel G. Beaudoin 
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Worship  
Volunteer 
Schedule 

NEEDED: Christmas Eve 4pm and 7pm 
Services- Worship Assistants  
Please sign up by the office.  

Thank you!! 

Saturdays 5:00pm Sundays 9:45am 

Ushers Ushers 

2– Donnelly Family 3– Diana Pfaff/Riley B  

9– Buhrow Family 10– Jill Kao 

16– Jack Mathews 17- Titgemeyer Family 

23–Ron Gerkensmeyer 24- Diana Pfaff/Riley B  

30-Donnelly Family 31– Jill Kao 

  

Lectors Lectors 

2– Beverly Harder 3-Diana Pfaff 

9– Amy Schloegl 10– Kellie Ulrich 

16– Nancy Strohscher 17– Cebie Titgemeyer 

23– Christine Danhoff 24– Deanna Neuman 

30-Beverly Harder 31– Tim Titgemeyer 

  

Acolytes Acolytes 

2– Nolan Delventhal 3– Mila McQueary 

9– Liam Delventhal 10– Logan Hays 

16– Lauren Hoeft 17– Lauren Hoeft 

23–Jacob Higginbotham 24– Logan Hays 

30-Nolan Delventhal 31– Lauren Hoeft 

  

Communion Communion 

2– JoElaine Schimming 3– Margaret Berger 

9– Al & Traci Brown 10– Rosemarie Dickinson 

16– Carol Vargo 17– Tim Titgemeyer 

23– Nancy Strohscher 24– Dave/Deanna Neuman 

30-Ron Gerkensmeyer 31– Kellie Ulrich 

Saturdays 5:00pm Sundays 9:45am 

Ushers Ushers 

6– Ron Gerkensmeyer 7–Titgemeyer Family 

13– Jack Mathews 14- Diana Pfaff/Riley B  

20– Rick & Lori Buhrow 21– Jill Kao 

27– Donnelly Family 28–Titgemeyer Family 

  

  

Lectors Lectors 

6– Nancy Strohscher 7– Jill Kao 

13– Amy Schloegl 14– Kellie Ulrich 

20– Jonah Danhoff 21– Melissa Lammers 

27– Beverly Harder 28–Roland Sandrock 

  

  

Acolytes Acolytes 

6– Liam Delventhal 7– Mila McQueary 

13– Jacob Higginbotham 14– Logan Hays 

20-Nolan Delventhal 21–  Lauren Hoeft 

27–Liam Delventhal 28– Mila McQueary 

  

  

Communion Communion 

6– JoElaine Schimming 7– Pam LaRue 

13– Al & Traci Brown 14– Diana Pfaff 

20– Alice Witt 21– Roland Sandrock 

27– Nancy Strohscher 28– Cebie Titgemeyer 

  

Thank you for serving the Lord! If you cannot make your 
assignment, please make arrangements for a replacement 

then let the office know as soon as possible.   
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St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
21140 W. Toledo Street 
P. O. Box 235 
Williston, Ohio  43468-0235 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

Volume 0707  Issue 332 

December 2023 

Pastor Shawn O’Brien 

419-378-1112 cell  

  

E-mail address: 

pastorobrien@stjohnwilliston.org 

  

Church Office 

LisaAnne Gregg 

Lori Buhrow,  

Office Administrators 

Monday –Friday   

 9:00am-2:00pm 

Church Office: 419-836-5514 

  

E-mail address: 

office@stjohnwilliston.org 

  

  

*Visit us on Facebook 
  

December 2023 

Fall Worship Hours at St. John 

Saturday- Contemporary Worship  5:00 PM 

Confirmation Class– Sunday  8:30 AM 

Sunday School- October-May 8:30 AM   

First Sunday of each month– All Ages 

In person and online! 


