
   

 

 

Ask the Pastor 
  

 ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ WŜǎǳǎ ƳŜŀƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŬǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΚ  
¢Ƙŀǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ǇǊŜǧȅ ōŀŘΦέ  

 
¢ƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƊŜǊ L ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊȅΣ L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ ƻũŜƴŘŜǊǎ   
ŘƻƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ WǳƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƛǇǇŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿ флΦ ²Ŝ 
ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŦŜƴŎŜǎΣ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ǿŜŜŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǧŜǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǎǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ 
ǇƭŀǎǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ƭƻƎ ŎŀōƛƴΦ  
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŎǊŜǿ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǇǊƻōŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ άƛƴŘǳŎƛƴƎ 
ǇŀƴƛŎΦέ IŜ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊŜ ŀƭŀǊƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ƧƻƪŜ - ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ƭŀǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘŜǊƻΦ .ǳǘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƻǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘΦ tƻƭƛŎŜΣ ŬǊŜŬƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ 
ōƭƻŎƪŜŘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΣ ǘŜǊǊƛŬŜŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ IŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǿŀȅ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳǝƴƎ άŬǊŜέ ƛǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ  
Lƴ [ǳƪŜ мнΥпфΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŬǊŜΦέ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ tŜŀŎŜΦ Lǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎΦ .ǳǘ ŦƻǊ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ŬǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƭŀǊ ƻŦ ŬǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 9ƎȅǇǘ ό9ȄƻŘǳǎ моΥнмύΦ Lǘ 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ōǳǎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ DƻŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ aƻǎŜǎ ό9ȄƻŘǳǎ оΥпύΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ  
CƛǊŜ ƛǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΦ .ǳǘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ōŀŘΦ ²ƛƭŘŬǊŜǎΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ς ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƻǳǘ ŘŜŀŘ ǿƻƻŘ ǎƻ ƴŜǿ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǊƻƻǘΦ Lƴ 
¸ŜƭƭƻǿǎǘƻƴŜΣ ŬǊŜ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ 
ŎƘƻƪŜǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜƭŜǎǎΦ  
tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŀƭƻƎȅ ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŬǊŜΧ Lǘ ōǳǊƴǎ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ς 
ǎŜƭŬǎƘƴŜǎǎΣ ƎǊŜŜŘΣ ǇǊƛŘŜ ς ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎǊƻǿΦ ό¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ aŀƭŀŎƘƛ 
ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ΨǊŜŬƴŜǊǎ ŬǊŜΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǳǊƛŬŜǎ ƳŜǘŀƭǎ оΥн-пΣ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƻŦ ŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜŬƴŜƳŜƴǘΦύ .ŀǇǝǎƳ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅΥ ǿŜ ŘƛŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜΦ 
¢ƘŜ ōŀŘ ǎǘǳũ ƛǎ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƴŜǿΦ  
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ƎƻƻŘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǎƘƻǳǘǎ άŬǊŜΣέ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŘȅΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ WŜǎǳǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŘƛǾƛŘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ Ŏƻǎǘ ƧƻōǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴ 
ƭƛǾŜǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǇŜŀŎŜ ōǳǘ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ς ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƙƛǎ 
ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǉǳƻΦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŬǊŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ 
ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ōǳǘ ƻƴ ǎŀŎǊƛŬŎŜΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ Ǌƛǎƪ ƭƻǾŜΣ 
ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅΣ ƧǳǎǝŎŜ ς ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻƴ ŜŘƎŜΦ  
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If you would like to submit a question for ñAsk the Pastorò, Biblical, theological, 

church   related, anything you have been dying to ask a pastor, you can hand me a 

note, ask me after church, send an e-mail, or sneak into the church after dark and 

anonymously slide a sealed envelope under my office door.  If I answer your question 

in print, I will not include your name unless you explicitly ask me to. 



 2 

 

The Forerunner 
is published monthly 

by St. John Lutheran Church 
21140 W. Toledo Street 
Williston, Ohio 

Corner of Main and Toledo Street 
 

Telephone:  419-836-5514 
e-mail:  

 office@stjohnwilliston.org 
www.stjohnwilliston.org 

 

Pastor Shawn OôBrien 
Home Telephone:  
 419-378-1112 
pastorobrien 

@stjohnwilliston.org 
 

Deadline for the  
May 2026 newsletter is  

Monday, April 20th @ 9 AM  
Please send articles and/or 

 information to  
office@stjohnwilliston.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ȱ#ÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÎÕÒÔÕÒÉÎÇ ÌÉÆÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ  
ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ 
ÉÎ  *ÅÓÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ  ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÍÁÙ ÇÒÏ× 

ÉÎ ÆÁÉÔÈȟ  ÓÅÒÖÅ 'ÏÄ ÁÎÄ  
ÓÅÒÖÅ ÏÕÒ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒȢȱ 

    

In Memory of Don and Tim 
Berger by Margaret Berger 
 
In Honor of Judy Yockeyôs 
Birthday by  Ron & Diane 
Gerkensmeyer 
  

 
 

St. John 
Lutheran Church, 
We wish to acknowledge your 
donation of 172 canned vegeta-
bles and tuna, many toiletries, 
quilts and 168 rolls of bath-
room tissue to our organiza-
tion.  Rest assured your dona-
tions were appreciated and the 
impact your generosity is mak-
ing a difference in the lives of 
our cancer patients and their 
families.  May God bless you 
all. 
             Nightingaleôs Harvest 

Dǋ NşƈŋŚƴ RļřşŬǹ şƳ 4ŕħŋŚƪ ?ŬŷļŴŴļǛ 
 

Elaine E. Gruetter, 90, of Curtice, Ohio, passed away peacefully on Wednesday, March 18, 2026, at Genoa Re-
tirement Village. Elaine was born on August 28, 1935, in Elmore, Ohio, to Lloyd and Laura (Epling) Schilevert. 
She graduated from Harris-Elmore High School in 1953. On January 22, 1956, she married the love of her life, 
Lawrence Gruetter. 

Elaine devoted her life to her family and wholeheartedly embraced her role as a farmer's wife throughout their 45 
years of farming. She was a longtime member of St. John Lutheran Church, Williston, where she served as a 
Sunday School teacher and was active in WELCA. She was also a member of the Ohio Farm Bureau Council, 
International Flying Farmers, and a dedicated poll worker with the Ottawa County Board of Elections. Elaine 

had a fondness for collecting pig figurines and salt and pepper shakers. She loved traveling and especially cherished winters 
spent in Florida with Lawrence. Above all, Elaine found her greatest joy in spending time with her children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren, and attending their many activities and events. 

Elaine is survived by her children, Paul (Joy) Gruetter, Judy (Ray) Robaszkiewicz, Carol (Steven) Jensen, and Annette 
(Stephen) Lazenby; grandchildren, Kevin (Sarah), Kristi (Jason) , Jill (TJ), Daniel, Jessica (Chic), Ben (Mallory), Austin , Grant 
(Raegan), James, Alex and Oliver; 5 great-grandchildren; siblings, Warren (Rosemary) Schlievert and Sue Hatcher-Wilson; and 
sister-in-law, Karen Schlievert. She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Lawrence; and brother, Lyle Schlievert. 

Services were held on Monday March 23rd at St. John with interment at Allen Township Cemetery.  Memorials for Elaine may 
be directed to St. John Lutheran Church  PO Box 235 Williston, OH 43468 

Thank you to all donors and 
Marilyn, Carolyn, and            
Margaret for a successful blood 
drive.  We collected 23 units. We 
saw a few walk-ins and first time 
donors.   
Our next blood drive will be 
Friday, June 26th from 
12:00pm to 5:00pm.   
I am looking for volunteers who 
will provide food, help setup and 
teardown, serve food, and check-
in donors. Please contact Robin 
Perkins if you'd like to help or 
have questions. 
 
 
To Our Friends at St. John, 
We are getting comfortable in 
our new home at the Genoa Care 
Center. We very content with the 
apartment, the care and the food. 
We have everything we need 
here. Thanks to the many      
wonderful members who have 
sent cookies, cards or visited 
with us. God bless you all! 
       Lowell and Diane Hartman 
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The ñBlanket Ladiesò gather to make quilts on 
Tuesday mornings at 9:00 am. 

All are welcome to join! The coffee will be on! 
No experience is needed.  

 You just have to know how to tie a knot. 
 

Bed sheets (Queen size) are needed for quilt 
backings. Donations may be left in the  
box outside the church office. 

St. John Prayer Chain is 
there for youé. 

ñWhatever you ask for in prayer 
with faith,  you will receive.ò   

 Matthew 21:22 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎΣ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻǊ 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ  ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΦ   LŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ 
ƴŜŜŘ ŀǊƛǎŜǎΣ  Ŏŀƭƭ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ .ŜǊƎŜǊ όпмф опл-нмрлύΣ 
tŀǎǘƻǊ hϥ.ǊƛŜƴ όŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜ пмф-оту-мммнύ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ όпмф-уос-ррмпύ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŎƘŀƛƴΦ   

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ 
ŀƴȅ ŜǊǊƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻƴΦ  

 ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ 

 

Circle Meetings-April 2026 

 

ESTHER CIRCLE:   Tuesday, April 7 @ 2 PM 
     Bible Study-Diane Dickinson 
   
REBEKAH CIRCLE: Tuesday, April 7@  7:00 p.m. 
     Bible Study:    Ann M. 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ нрΣ нлнс 
½ƛƻƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

оло tŀǊƪ 5ǊΦΣ [ǳŎƪŜȅΣ hƘƛƻ поппо 
wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀǘ уΥмр !a ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ Ƙŀƭƭ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƛǎ ƘŀƴŘƛŎŀǇ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƻǊ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ ф !Ƴ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ  ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 
Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ Ϸмн ŀƴŘ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǝƴŜƴǘŀƭ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭǳƴŎƘΦ  

{ǇŜŀƪŜǊΥ ¢ƘŜ /ƻŎƻƻƴ 
¢ƘŜ /ƻŎƻƻƴ ƛǎ ²ƻƻŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŘƻƳŜǎǝŎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ǎŜǊπ
ǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƳŜǎǝŎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΣ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘΣ ǎŜȄǳπ
ŀƭ ƘŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ ǎŜȄ ǘǊŀŶŎƪƛƴƎΣ ǎǘŀƭƪƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ 
ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŀōǳǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻπ
ŎƻƻƴΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƻũŜǊΣ ōŀǎƛŎ ǎǘŀǝǎǝŎǎΣ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇΦ 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƴƻƴ-ǇŜǊƛǎƘŀōƭŜ ŦƻƻŘ 
ƛǘŜƳΣ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƘȅƎƛŜƴŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ ƻǊ ŦŜƳƛƴƛƴŜ 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ /ƻŎƻƻƴΦ LǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ƘŜ /ƻŎƻƻƴ 
Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǳǎŜΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ǳŎƪŜȅ CƻƻŘ .ŀƴƪΦ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ǎƭƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ϸмн ŎƘŜŎƪ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ 
½ƛƻƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ²9[/! ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻ ƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ th .ƻȄ мррΣ 
[ǳŎƪŜȅΣ hƘƛƻ поппоΦ hǊΣ ±ŜƴƳƻ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ                
Ϫ.ǊƻƻƪŜ-IŀƘƴ-у ŀƴŘ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ 
ȊƛƻƴƭǳŎƪŜȅϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ 
ά±ŜƴƳƻ tŀȅƳŜƴǘέΦ tǊŜ-ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ Dw9!¢[¸ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ 
ŀƴŘ ŘǳŜ ōȅ !ǇǊƛƭ муǘƘ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƻƻǊ ǘƻƻΦ  CƻǊ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ .ǊƻƻƪŜ IŀƘƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǊ ǘŜȄǘ ŀǘ пмф-тлп- тлпл ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƘŜǊ ŀǘ                         
ȊƛƻƴƭǳŎƪŜȅϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

Furniture Available!  
We are in the process of re -decorating our 
church lounge. We will have furniture available 

for our church members (for FREE) as follows ñ 
sofa, two side chairs, two end tables, two lamps, 

and a coffee table. These items will be placed in 
the hallway for you to look at within the next 

several weeks. They will be available on a first -
come, first -served basis.   Each item will have a 

card on it for you to sign if you're interested. 
You will be responsible to haul the piece(s) 

away.   Please note the meeting table, chairs, 
rocking chair, caned back chair and decorative 

pieces WILL NOT   be replaced. Those items 
available will be placed in the hallway.  
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  yúǈůģǖ ÍŔǈƣƨģúǖ ÅĭƣǓŗĖĭ ĺÍŔĭ qŗǓŗůŋ qúƨƸ ÅǈƎƎĭƣ 
 !ƎƣŗŢ ǃůģ Ċ  Ʈ »y                  Ɛģƣĭƨƨ ƣĭŔĭúƣƨúŢ ņƶƃ úƸ Ʋ »yƑ 
  
  
  
  
  [ŹŹģ Yƣŗģúǖ ÅĭƣǓŗĖĭ-ÍŔĭ qúƨƸ èŹƣģƨ Źŀ 9ŔƣŗƨƸ 
  !ƎƣŗŢ Ƽƣģ Ċ Ʈ »y 
  
 
 

ÅúƸǈƣģúǖ !ƎƣŗŢ ņƸŔ 
  

  FúƨƸĭƣ Fŋŋ ]ǈůƸ 
  ÅúƸǈƣģúǖ !ƎƣŗŢ ņƸŔ úƸ  ƁǚĞƹǚ !y   
  ƎǐĬ úƠĬ ƵúŠŖŭŊ ĢŷŭúƵŖŷŭƥ ŷĿ ĖúŭĢǒ Ƶŷ ĿŖšš ƵœĬ FúƥƵĬƠ FŊŊƥĽ   
  »šĬúƥĬ ĢƠŷƌ ǒŷǅƠ Ŗŭ ƵœĬ ČŷǑ ŭĬúƠ ƵœĬ ŷĿĿŖĖĬƑƏ 
  9úƸĭĖŔŗƨŪ ƨƸǈģĭůƸƨ ƎŢĭúƨĭ úƣƣŗǓĭ Čǖ ŲĞƼǞ !y ƸŹ ŔĭŢƎľ 
   
 
  ]ŹŢǖ ÅúƸǈƣģúǖ 
  èŹƣƨŔŗƎ ǔŗƸŔ ]ŹŢǖ 9ŹŪŪǈůŗŹů   Ł »y 
 
 
 

 FúƨƸĭƣ Åǈůģúǖ !ƎƣŗŢ ŁƸŔŔ 
  
  FúƨƸĭƣ 7ƣĭúšŀúƨƸ 
  ĳĞƼǞ-ŲĞƼǞ !y 
  ÅĖƣúŪČŢĭģ ĭŋŋƨğ ƨúǈƨúŋĭğ ŀƣǈŗƸğ úƨƨŹƣƸĭģ ƨǔĭĭƸ ƣŹŢŢƨğ ĖŹŀŀĭĭğ   
  Ƹĭúğ ŪŗŢš Źƣ ŠǈŗĖĭƓ  Yƣĭĭ ǔŗŢŢ ģŹůúƸŗŹůƓ !ŢŢ úƣĭ ǔĭŢĖŹŪĭľ 
  
   
   
 FúƨƸĭƣ Åǈůģúǖ ǔŗƸŔ ]ŹŢǖ 9ŹŪŪǈůŗŹů  
 èŹƣƨŔŗƎ úƸ ŲĞņŁ 
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As part of our  

Seven Faith Practices, we are 

committed to read and study  

the Bible. 

 

Through Advent, 

we will read through  

the Book of Isaiah. 

 

We will study each verse 

 independently and then Pastor 

will discuss it during worship.  

Answer the question-and      

receive a treat!  

In Memory of By 

  

Don Berger Margaret Berger 

Tim Berger Margaret Berger 

Clarence & Helen Schlievert Linda Schlievert 

Richard & Rosalie Baumbach Jon & Valerie Baumbach 

John, Norma & Joe Rensch Jon & Valerie Baumbach 

Our Parents Ron & Diane Gerkensmeyer 

Our Sisters Ron & Diane Gerkensmeyer 

Kenneth Schimming JoElaine Schimming & family 

Emory Lasseter Carolyn Lasseter & Marilyn Sandrock 

Rob & Clara Lasseter Carolyn Lasseter & Marilyn Sandrock 

Jennifer Johnson Carolyn Lasseter & Marilyn Sandrock 

Ralph & Edna Sandrock Carolyn Lasseter & Marilyn Sandrock 

Frederick & Karen Sandrock Carolyn Lasseter & Marilyn Sandrock 

Jeanette Lentz Gerald Lentz, Mike & Jane Lentz and Jill & Chris Brandt 

Loved Ones Larry & Nancy Strohscher 

Bobby Begell LisaAnne Gregg 

Wade & Audrey Wolf Bob & Diane Kapp 

Richard Armstrong Bob & Diane Kapp 

Earl, Arnold & Grace Johnson Bob & Diane Kapp 

Robert Kapp Bob & Diane Kapp 

In Honor of our Grandkids Bob & Diane Kapp 

Rosella Fleitz LisaAnne Gregg 

Loved Ones Beth Johnson 

Loved Ones Mary Harmeyer 

Loved Ones Bernard Blausey 

Marjorie Blausey Bernard Blausey 

Friends and Family Tim & Cebie Titgemeyer 

Dan Beamer & Helen Schlievert Paul Beamer 

Dan Beamer Carole Beamer 

Clarence & Helen Schlievert Carole Beamer 

Loved Ones Dave & Kris Lee 

Dilly Schimming Grandkids 

Our Parents Lee & Debbie Wehner 

Our Parents Lee & Debbie Wehner 

Megan Elizabeth Goldstein Jerry & Beckie Goldstein & family 

Arica Grace Goldstein Jerry & Beckie Goldstein & family 

Leonard & Mildred Carstensen Darlene Carstensen 

Gary Carstensen & Roy & Frieda Zunk Darlene Carstensen 

Katie Hoenbrink Jack & Jill Mathews 

Mary Mathews Jack & Jill Mathews 

Jerry Blausey Brenda Powell & family 

Dick Harmeyer Brenda Powell & family 

Charles & Mary Mathews Donna Mathews 

Richard Harmeyer Lenore Harmeyer 

In Honor of our Risen Lord Lenore Harmeyer 

Easter 
Flowers 
Thank you 
for sharing 
your Easter 
Flowers with 
the  
congregation. 
Please pick up your flowers 
after Easter Sunday service.  
Any remaining flowers will 
be delivered to our shut ins 
or given to others.  
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   News around St. John! 

 McDonalds Breakfast  

Join us for breakfast and fellowship at the Genoa McDonaldõs on  
Wednesdays.  We will gather starting at 7:00 AM and if you are available,  

we would like to invite you to stop by and have breakfast                                            
with your St. John friends.   

Join us for SUNDAY SCHOOL! 
 

We host Sunday School for kids age 3 through 5th grade every 
Sunday at 9 AM!  Come join us and enjoy music, bible stories, crafts 

and videos!  It is fun and learning for everyone!  Invite a friend! 

{I!w9 ¸h¦w L59!{Η 
²ŜΩǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ !Řǳƭǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŀǳƎŜ  ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ   
¦ǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊƳ ƻǊ ǎŜƴŘ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ όǇŀǎǘƻǊƻōǊƛŜƴϪǎǘƧƻƘƴǿƛƭƭƛǎǘƻƴΦƻǊƎύ   tƭŜŀǎŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘΦ       
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ Řƻǿƴ ƻǊ ƭŜǘ tŀǎǘƻǊ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ƪƴƻǿΦ 
 
ψψaŜǊǊȅ-Dƻ-wƻǳƴŘ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀƴŘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƛƴ {ŀƴŘǳǎƪȅ όŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ϷмлΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ƭǳƴŎƘύ 
ψψ/ǳȅŀƘƻƎŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ {ŎŜƴƛŎ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ όŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ϷплΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴύ 
ψψaŀǊƛǝƳŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ [ŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƛƴ ¢ƻƭŜŘƻ όϷмпΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ƭǳƴŎƘύ 
ψψCǊŀƴƪŜƴƳǳǘƘΣ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ ς ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŀǘ .ǊƻƴƴŜǊϥǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ²ƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ .ŀǾŀǊƛŀƴ ŦƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ 
ψψCǳǘǳǊŜ ǎƘƻǿ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŀƴŀƘŀƴ ƻǊ ±ŀƭŜƴǝƴŜ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊκƭǳƴŎƘ όǇǊƛŎŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǎύ 
ψψ5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ {ŎŀǾŜƴƎŜǊ Iǳƴǘ όǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ƛǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŬƴŘƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǧǊŀŎǝƻƴǎύ 

ψψ9ǳŎƘǊŜ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ н όƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘύ 
ψψ!ƳƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ǿƛǎƛǘ όǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΤ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ Ϸнорύ   
ψψhǘƘŜǊ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿΧ 

[ǳǘƘŜǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wƻŀŘΗ 
hƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ол ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ уΥмрŀ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ  {ǇǊƛƴƎōƻǊƻΣ hI ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘ      {ǳǇŜǊǎǘŀǊ ŀǘ [ŀ/ƻƳŜŘƛŀ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊΦ  ό.ǳũŜǘ ƻǇŜƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ммΥмрŀΣ ǎƘƻǿ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
мнΥолǇύ   /ƻǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǝŎƪŜǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƭǳƴŎƘΣ ƛǎ ϷсрΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜƴǝƴƎ ŀ Ǿŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƘƻƭŘ мр Ǉŀǎπ
ǎŜƴƎŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ Ϸмр όȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜύΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ 
ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘΣ ǎƛƎƴ-ǳǇ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ hϥ.ǊƛŜƴϥǎ ƻŶŎŜ ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΦ  Ϸмр ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇƻǘ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƴΦ  Cƛƴŀƭ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ aŀǊŎƘ нтΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊƛŘŜ ƻǊ ŘǊƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ  LŦ 
ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ tŀǎǘƻǊ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΦ 
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Join us for our first monthly 
 LUNCH AND LEARN! 
Thursday April 30th at 11 AM 

Elliston Zion United Methodist Churchï Graytown 
(off Elliston Trowbridge Rd) 

 
Hear our guest speaker, Cathy Boldt, from the Area 
Office on Aging teaching tips on Healthy Eating.  
And then, stay for lunch!!  RSVP to Health  Ministry 

Coordinator-Julie at 419-276-4018 
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 If you are a Thrivent investment or insurance policy holder, our church may be eligible to earn 
Thrivent Action Team Dollars to financially assist the efforts of our St. John congregation. This is 
a very quick and easy process which can qualify you for $250 Thrivent Action Team dollars that 
can be used for many projects in our church and our community. 
In 2025 our St. John Family qualified for more than $7,000 from this process.  Please contact    
Diane Gerkensmeyer at rondiangerk@aol.com or 419-276-3800 to learn how you can get Thrivent 
support for our church and our St. John community. 

Online giving is now available  at St. John. 
Simply visit our web site at www.stjohnwillistion.org  

and click on the ñonline givingò link at the top of the page. 
 Not online?   See LisaAnne in the office to set up an account 
or fill out an ñAuthorization Formò  and return it to the office. 

St John Council voted to support two neighboring ministries with our Lenten offerings.  
Our 2026 Lenten Offerings will benefit The LIGHT Neighborhood Pantry at       
Elliston Zion UMC and the Jerusalem Township Food Pantry.   
The  LIGHT Neighborhood Pantry is open on the 2nd Weds. of each month from 5 
to 7 PM.  It is a free choice food pantry    serving all of Ottawa County.  Each month, 

the LIGHT Pantry serves  a free home-cooked  meal and our friendly volunteers help each family ñshopò in the     
pantry which is set up like a small grocery store. The LIGHT MOBILE Pantry is also on the road the following     
Saturday and distributes the same items to those who are unable to travel.  At this time, they are serving the Elmore 
Retirement Village with plans to expand.  The Elliston Zion Health Ministry Coordinator is also available for blood 
pressure checks and conversations on health and well-being.  For information, see LisaAnne in the St. John office.  
The Jerusalem Township Food Pantry is located at the Jerusalem Twp. Fire Station .The Food Pantry operates on 
the second Wednesday of the month from 9-11am. On food pantry day, there is a nurse on site to provide mini check-
ups for its patrons.  Food is picked up and boxes filled on the Tuesday before. This group welcomes anyone who 
would like to volunteer to help on either day.   For information, call 419.836.1210.  Thank you for your generosity!  

What is Stewardship to 
Us?? 

Stewardship is what we as     
stewards do. Stewardship is the 
living out of our faith through 
our serving, giving, witnessing, 
and relating to others. It is the faithful use of our 
lives, gifts, talents, and money in  doing Godôs 
will.  

It is our faithful response to Godôs gift of             
forgiveness and salvation.  

Prompted by the Holy Spirit through the       
reading of Godôs Word, we freely and joyously 
commit all that we are and have for His        
purpose. 

Simply put, stewardship gives God honor and 
glory, helps others, and enriches us. 

 
 
 
 
 

eşşŴļƨ ŋǋ
+ŉŬŋůǤ 

?ŬşƉŋŚƴ ŋǋ
?Ŭħĳƪ 
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To join us for 
 

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL! 

 
Kids age 3 through 
5th grade 

 
Every Sunday at 
9 am to 9:30 am 

 
Songs, crafts, 
Fun and Jesus!! 


