"AND SHOULD NOT
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AS | HAD

ON YOU?*"

MATTHEW 18:33, ESV

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 17, 2023
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Our God Caira & Caleb Goldstein, Soloists

Beckie Goldstein, Organist

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign Z/;cg /;Z: marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
P: Blessed be God, the one who forms us, Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit
who makes our joy complete.
C: Amen.
P: Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Steadfast and faithful God,
C: you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We
are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid
to risk what we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have
caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we
place on others and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn
away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you
and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

P: Beloved in Christ, God’s righteousness stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a nhew
way for us. In Christ, you are already and always forgiven.

C: Amen.

GATHERING SONG Where Charity and Love Prevail Hymn #359

GREETING AND KYRIE

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

2(:: And also with you.



N
= :
@ 4] ) y——* - 3

2 7 - Er—

In pease, lel us pray Lo the Lo, Lord, have mer - ¢y

For the peace from above, and Tor our salvadion, let ws proy o the Lord,

o

- [ —

Lord. have mer - «cx.

@ LN )
E

and for the unity of olly Jet us pray e the Lord,

For this holy house, and Tor all who offer here heit worship and praise,

fi
)"
Fai"
77 s
%ﬂ - s —* —
let os pray o the  [ond Lord, have mer - ¢y
f
¥

T
@_u S o ® % "o, o

Help, sove, comfort, ond defend s, gro - clous Lord,. A B men.



This Is the Feast
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P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of for-
giveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that
\é/e r)\'\ay delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

: Amen

FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph'’s brothers said, "What if Joseph

still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we
did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruc-
tion before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your broth-
ers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the
crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke
to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are
here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the
place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no
fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.... C: Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling
over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegeta-

bles. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who ab-
stain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed

them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their
own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to
be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the
day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the
Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor
of the Lord and give thanks to God.

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live
to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again,
so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God. For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.... C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35
Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to

him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
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“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not
pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all
his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But
that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed
him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you
owe.” Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, *Have patience with
me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison
until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened,
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that
had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked
slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not
have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his
lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother or sister from your heart.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord... C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Shawn OBrien
HYMN Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive Hymn #605(alt tune)
APOSTLES' CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pi-
late, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.



OFFERING PRAYER

P: God of power, God of plenty,

C: all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all
might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our
Savior. Amen.

OFFERTORY Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen
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THE DISTRIBUTION

Welcome!
St. John practices “open communion”. All who are baptized and instructed are
welcome to share the Lord’s Supper with us today. Starting with the right side
of the church, followed by the left when they are finished, the pastor will dis-
tribute the bread and the communion assistant will serve the wine. We will also
have pre-sealed elements available for those who would prefer the more hy-
gienic option (or those who wish to receive grape juice instead of wine). Indi-
cate to the pastor that you would like pre-sealed elements and skip the wine
server. Those who wish to receive a blessing should indicate their wishes to the
pastor by crossing their arms over their chest.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ
Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to
gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied.
In Jesus’ name we pray.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

P: The God of glory, Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who
lives in you, bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.

SENDING SONG Give to Our God Immortal Praise! Hymn #848

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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“Forgive your
brother or sister
from your heart.”

MATTHEW 18:35, Nrsy
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21140 W. Toledo Street
P.O. Box 235
Williston, Ohio 43468
(419) 836-5514
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-2pm
Email: office@stjohnwilliston.org

Pastor Shawn O’Brien
(419) 378-1112
pastorobrien@stjohnwilliston.org

We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church.
We are..."creating and nurturing life changing relationships
based on the love of God in Jesus Christ,
so that we may grow in faith, serve God,
and serve our neighbor.”

Contemporary Worship: Saturday 5:00 pm
Confirmation Class: Sunday 8:30 am
Sunday School for all ages returns...

1st Sunday of the month, October-May at 8:30 am
Traditional Worship: Sunday 9:45 am

stjohnwilliston.org

Welcome to join

St. John Lutheran Church - Williston

Facebook Group



