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ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Celebrate and Ring Carillon Bells

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, T one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing

upon the earth. ALL: Amen.

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Merciful God,

ALL: we confess that we don’t always live the way you have called us to

live. We have taken more than we need and forgotten our responsibility to

care for your creation. We have let jealousy, anger, and bitterness get in

the way of our relationships. We have seen injustice and chosen silence

because it was easier than speaking up.

We have allowed our differences to divide us instead of looking for the love

we share in you. Forgive us, God. Turn our hearts back toward you. Heal

what is broken in our lives, in our relationships, and in your world. Give us

courage to seek justice, compassion to love our neighbors, and grace to

follow the way of Jesus. Amen.

P: Hear the good news:

God does not hold our sins against us. We have peace with God through Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation, but only the promise of kingdom life.

In the name of t Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

God’s grace is yours—not because you have earned it,

but because God loves you. ALL: Amen.

GATHERING SONG A Mighty Fortress is Our God Hymn #504
4 verses



GREETING AND KYRIE
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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In_ peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



This Is the Feast

Refrain
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Refrain
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend
them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

ALL: Amen.



First Reading Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18
' The LorD spoke to Moses, saying: *“Speak to all the congregation of the
Israelites and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the LorRD your God am holy.

15“You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the
poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. °You shall
not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand idly by
when the blood of your neighbor is at stake: I am the LoRD.

7*You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your
neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. ' You shall not take vengeance or bear
a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself:
I am the LorD.”

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
1 You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in
vain, 2 but though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at
Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of
God in spite of great opposition. 3 For our appeal does not spring from deceit or
impure motives or trickery, 4 but, just as we have been approved by God to be
entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please
mortals but to please God, who tests our hearts. 5 As you know and as God is our
witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed, 6 nor
did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, 7 though we
might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you,
like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8 So deeply do we care for you
that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our
own selves, because you have become very dear to us.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew C: Glory to you, O Lord.
THE GOSPEL READING Matthew 22:34-46

3*When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they
gathered together, > and one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a question
to test him. *°“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” */ He said
to him, ™ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind.” *® This is the greatest and first commandment. *°And a
second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” “° On these two
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

“Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this
question: “*“What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to
him, “The son of David.” ** He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit
calls him Lord, saying,

“*The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand,

until I put your enemies under your feet” "?
4> If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” “° No one was able to give
him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Rev. Shawn O'Brien

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word Hymn # 517
3 verses

APOSTLES' CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Hear Us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

SHARING THE PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

(Please offer those around you a sign of peace as you are comfortable.. this can be a handshake, a thumbs up, a fist
bump or simply a smile...)



AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT

Refrain
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2.Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
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OFFERING PRAYER

P: God of creation,

C: You send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings
are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always. Amen.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ who on this day overcame death and the grave and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, and
with all the choirs of angels , with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:

10



¥ ; ! — ; I !
. &> I I | I
(GEs e S === o 0 1 1
Ho -1y, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
| T e
& === e e
heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
9] . — — ———
#@—;’ S — — P —— ] | —
i—d e . I — P_P_'—ﬁ:
S ! P & —
san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
#)] . |
) A N I y
1 e i — *F —— | S
— — I ZA— ] | | z ©
» ¥ ! ¥ — | !
comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high est.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in

my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

Welcome!
St. John practices “open comrmunion”. All who are baptized and instructed are welcome to share the
Lord’s Supper with us today. Starting with the right side of the church, followed by the left when they
are finished, the Pastor will distribute the bread and the communion assistant will serve the wine., We
will also have pre-sealed elerments available for those who would prefer the more hygienic option {or
those who wish to receive grape juice instead of wine). Indicate to the Pastor that you would like
pre-sealed elernents and skip the wine server., Those who wish to receive a blessing should indicate
their wishes to the Pastor by crossing their arms over their chest.
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THE DISTRIBUTION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Sustaining God,

C: with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us
living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus,
in whose name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING

P: The God of love bring us together in love and unity, as the body of Christ.

C: Amen.

P: The God of hope give you strength and joy, in whatever you face, through the
presence of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.

P: The God of grace T bless you and be with you, now and always. C: Amen.

SENDING SONG Thy Strong Word Hymn # 511
Verses 1,2,6,7

DISMISSAL

P: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



