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Eighth Weekend of Pentecost * July 30th, 2022
------------------------------------------------------------------------PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING SONG

Spirit Touching Spirit
In our worship we find new communion.
In our worship our spirits join in union.
In our worship our voices sing praise
To the Father above for his wonderful love.
It's his Spirit touching spirit that I love.
It's his Spirit touching spirit that changes my heart.
When our spirits combine, his love becomes mine,
and his Spirit can live in my heart.

WE CONFESS OUR SHORTCOMINGS
God, today we pause to confess our shortcomings in life and in loving
one another. We want to live life to the fullest, but we always seem
to become disillusioned or disappointed. We want to have deep,
meaningful relationships, but we seem to short circuit those we love
with our own selfishness. God, we need the power to change, but we
realize now we cannot do it on our own. We fall short of the mark.
We ask for your forgiveness.

Time for silent reflection

WE HEAR GOD'S FORGIVING PROMISES
The God of all creation has entered our human existence in the person of
Jesus Christ and proclaimed forgiveness. Through him and his love for us we
have been given new possibilities of faith and life.
By his death and resurrection, the guilt and shame of our sin has been erased
completely and we stand before God as new people. The Holy Spirit is present
with us and in us to give us power to live out this new life. By the Spirit we
have life. Praise God.
C: Amen
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FIRST READING
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, applied my mind to
seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. I saw all the
deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after
wind.
I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must
leave it to those who come after me —and who knows whether they will be
wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my
wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. So I turned and gave my heart up to
despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, because sometimes
one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be
enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great
evil. What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under
the sun? For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at
night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.
SECOND READING
Colossians 3:1-11
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are
above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also
will be revealed with him in glory.
Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of
God is coming on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you also once
followed, when you were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such
things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your
mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self
with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that renewal
there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!
GOSPEL
Luke 12:13-21
Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
family inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a
judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your
guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance
of possessions.” Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place
to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and
build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.
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And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years;
relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your
life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will
they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not
rich toward God.”
SERMON

Pastor O’Brien

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
All: God is love, and in God is the source of all goodness and truth.
God is the creator of the universe and continues to recreate a
community of compassion for all humankind. Jesus is God's Son. Jesus
was born of Mary and lived a life of kindness and concern. Jesus died a
cruel death on an executioner's cross and was raised to new life on
the third day. Because of his death and resurrection, now we can live
a life of kindness and concern. Now we can die and be raised to new
life. Now we can live as forgiven sinners, confident in our place in
God’s Kingdom. The Holy Spirit is alive and at work, establishing and
building the church of God on this earth. The Spirit of God leads us into the true faith, guides us through the difficult choices of life, and
comforts us when we feel as if we cannot go on. God is with us, living
inside each of us, through the Holy Spirit. Amen.
PRAYERS
Leader: Merciful God,
ALL: receive our prayer.
OFFERING PRAYER
Leader: God of abundance:
All: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your
goodness, strengthen us to the labor in your field, and equip us to
bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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SONG

Lord prepare me..to be a sanctuary.
Pure and ho-ly..and tried and true.
With thanksgiving..I’ll be a liv-ing
Sanctuary..for..you

Sanctuary

COMMUNION
Leader: Jesus bids us to gather for this holy meal.
All: In response to the call of God, the command of Christ, and the
bond of our common faith, we come to the table.
Leader: On the night when he was betrayed, Jesus took unleavened bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his friends saying, "Take this and eat it,
this is my body given for you. Do this to remember me."
All: In response to the love of our Creator and remembering the death
and resurrection of Jesus, our Savior, we come to the table.
Leader: In a similar manner Jesus took a cup and after giving thanks he said,
"Drink this; this is the new covenant I am establishing to bind us together now
and throughout eternity. Do this to remember me."
All: Gracious God, we are thankful for these gifts of love and sacrifice,
and we are reminded of you and your love for us. May your love fill us
with power to become more like you and may your love enable us to
make a difference in the coming week. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen
BLESSING
Leader: The God of peace, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life this day and always.
ALL: Amen
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SENDING SONG
Go In Peace and Serve the Lord
Go in peace and serve the Lord. God is calling you today.
Go and tell Gospel news everywhere. Go in peace and serve the Lord.
God is calling you today to bring truth and love to every nation.
(Repeat)
DISMISSAL
Leader: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

This Week at St. John

Mon: Bible Study 10 AM
Tues: Blankets 9 AM
Wed: McDonald’s 7 AM
Sat: Worship 5 PM
Sun: Worship 9 AM

Serving This Week

Usher The Gerkensmeyers
Lector
Acolyte Lindsay Krumnow
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In Our Prayers

Audry S.-medical concerns
Marilyn Sandrock– medical concerns
Carolyn Lasseter– medical concerns
Dan Jeffers– medical concerns
Betty Roecker– medical concerns
Gary Carstensen– medical concerns
David Witty– medical concerns
Brenda Powell– medical concerns
Michelle Maix– medical concerns
Arline Sabin– medical concerns

ALTAR FLOWERS
The altar flowers are given to the glory of god, and in memory of Robert Bench
and given by Mr. and Mrs Denny Dickinson, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Bench, and Mr.
and Mrs. Brad LaRue.
USHERS AND LECTORS
Our plan is to resume our usher and lector rotations starting in August. Please
watch the newsletter or Monday email to see when you are scheduled to serve.
If you are willing to be added to the list, please let Pastor O’Brien know or
contact the church office.
LUTHER HOME GOLF OUTING
The Luther Home of Mercy Golf Outing is Friday, August 26 at Maumee Bay.
Foursomes are invited to join Luther Home for continental breakfast, golf and a
delicious lunch overlooking the Lake; all in support of their programs and
services for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Not a
golfer? They are also looking for help with: Cart Sponsors ($50 each): Your
name will be featured on a cart and in the Outing Program. Hole Sponsors:
($100 each) Your name will be featured on a sign at one of the 18 holes and in
the Outing Program. More information and registration can be found at their
website, lutherhome.org or by contacting
Megan O’Brien: mobrien@lutherhome.org 419-972-4436.

OUR BLESSING BOX
Mini Pantry has been used quite a bit recently.
To help restock we need
Spaghetti, Spaghetti Sauce, Canned Fruit, Peanut Butter, Jelly,
Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, and Toilet Tissue. When you are shopping this
week, consider purchasing a few extra items and bringing them to the church.
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